
Monument Project 2010, 

revised proposal. 

 
The original proposal aimed 
to create three vistas by 
clearing trees in 
compartments 1b, 1cd and 
2a (fig 1), and an area of 
‘wood pasture’ through 
thinning the rest of the 
wood (except compt. 2b). 
Grazing was then to be 
introduced to all the 
compartments where trees 
had been managed to help 
maintain the open views 
and improve the area for 
wildlife in terms of diversity 

and dispersal opportunities. The Chalkhill and Large Blue butterflies were cited as species 
that would particularly benefit from the project, although it would improve the 
biodiversity of the site as a whole. 
 
This proposal is outlined below. 
 
Table 1 

Felling site / 

Compartment 

Type of 

Operation 
Species 

Marking of 

Trees 

Area 

ha 

Approx. 

Age of 

Trees 

Total 

Number of 

Trees 

Estimated 

Volume 

m3 

        

1a, 1c T MB Red T 0.37 15 75 2.25 

1a, 1c T MB Red T 0.37 35 7 1 

1a, 1c T MB Red T 0.37 65 6 12 

1e SF MB Red T 0.83 10 47 1.5 

1e SF MB Red T 0.83 40 16 7.75 

1e SF MB Red T 0.83 85 18 45 

1b, 1d, 2a F MB 
Boundary 
Trees are 

marked with 
a red V* 

1.65 20 705 29.25 

1b, 1d, 2a F MB 1.65 25 83 8.25 

1b, 1d, 2a F MB 1.65 40 214 28.75 

1b, 1d, 2a F MB 1.65 80 25 60.25 

Total Volume m3 167.25 
*Except where obvious features such as the fence or public bridleway form the boundary of the felling area 

In compartments 1b, 1d, and 2a some semi-mature/mature trees will be retained and 
temporarily marked by a red S. These will be made up of 5 Ash, 3 English Oak, 2 Beech, 
and 1 Cherry. 
 
Figure 1. 
 
 
 
Key: 
 
Green compt. = Clearfell with some retained trees 



 
Grey compt. = thinning or non-intervention (2b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The proposal has now been modified to the one outlined below: 
Compt. 1a will have one Ash tree felled on safety grounds. Compt. 1b will be coppiced. 
Compt. 2a will be selectively felled so that a block of native trees/scrub and at least 16 
larger trees are retained (indicated in green, fig 2). Compt. 2b will be thinned. Compt. 3 
will have 20 trees plus 2 dying Ash (Red circles) and some coppice cut. Tree work in compt. 
2c will be limited to what is required for safety reasons. 
 
Table 2 

Felling site / 

Compartment 

Type of 

Operation 
Species 

Marking 

of Trees/ 

Boundary 

Area 

ha 

Approx. 

Age of 

Trees 

Total 

Number 

of Trees 

Estimated 

Volume 

m3 

 1b C MB 

The 
boundary 

of these 
areas will 

be 
marked 

by yellow 
tape 

0.18ha 0 109 n/a 

1b C MB 0.18ha 20 33 4.79 

1b C MB 0.18ha 25 16 5.72 

1b C MB 0.18ha 40 9 5.40 

1b C MB 0.18ha 60 6 10.66 

2a SF MB 0.53ha 13 106 5.34 

2a SF MB 0.53ha 20 189 33.39 

2a SF MB 0.53ha 33 48 19.86 

2a SF MB 0.53ha 48 2 1.76 

2b T MB 0.14ha 15 29 1.94 

2b T MB 0.14ha 25 20 5.11 

2b T MB 0.14ha 40 6 3.18 

2b T MB 0.14ha 70 1 2.51 

3 FO MB No mark n/a 0 20 n/a 

3 FO MB Red dot n/a 10 8 0.24 

3 FO MB Red dot n/a 20 7 0.63 

3 FO MB Red dot n/a 25 2 0.46 

3 FO MB Red dot n/a 30 1 0.40 

3 FO MB Red dot n/a 48 1 0.88 

3 FO MB Red dot n/a 66 1 1.96 

Total volume m3 104.23 

 



 
 
 
Key: 
 
Red circles = Trees to be felled 
 
Green circles = Trees to be 
retained in 2a 
 
Dark green block = Retained 
trees and scrub fenced out of the 
grazing unit 
 
Light green block = Retained 
trees and scrub within the new 
grazing unit 
 
All trees within compt. 1b will be 

coppiced. These are mainly Sycamore, Hazel and Hawthorn; there are also 3 semi mature 
Turkey Oaks to be felled. 
The selective fell in compt. 2a will consist mainly of young Beech. However, some young 
Ash, Elm, Field Maple, Hawthorn, Sycamore and Turkey Oak will make up about 55 of the 
300+ trees being felled. The compt. is 0.53ha in area, approximately 0.43ha of this will be 
felled with 15 larger trees being retained within this 0.43ha. The remaining 0.1ha or more 
will consist of younger retained trees; 0.06ha of these will be fenced out of the grazing unit. 
The thinning in compt. 2b will consist of all the ‘non-measurable’ understory scrub; young 
Ash, Beech and Field Maple; and 2 Ash, 3 Field Maple and 2 Turkey Oaks over 40 years 
old. The canopy will remain intact, but the woodland will be more open to allow butterfly 
movement through it. 
The felling in compt. 3 will consist of 7 Hawthorn, 13 Ash and up to 15 small Hazel coppice 
stools at its southern end; 2 dying Ash in the northern section and all the small Hazel, Ash 
and Field Maple within the ‘hedge’ running along the bridleway near the middle of the 
compartment; the larger trees here will be left. This will again result in very little reduction 
in canopy cover, but will create a more open landscape which should facilitate movement 
through it. 
While none of the trees to be felled within 1b, 2a and 2b are to be marked, some trees are 
to be retained and these will be marked by pink dots in 1b and 2a, and an orange ‘S’ in 2b. 
The measurable trees to be felled in compt. 3 will be marked with a red dot. 
 
Due to the changes made to the proposal, the maintenance of a short coppice cycle will be 
essential if the reinstated view to and from the monument is to be kept open. The 
introduction of grazing into compartments 2a and 2b will ensure some ecological gains are 
made, but the extra breeding opportunities for dispersing invertebrates that were to be 
created, will now be limited. The flora and fauna of the SSSI will instead rely on the more 
open corridor as a means of traversing the secondary woodland below the monument. The 
main reason why the project has been pared down is because of concerns raised over the 
risk of flooding within Compton Dundon village. Under this new proposal the number of 
measurable trees being felled has been reduced from 1196 to 505 and the total loss of 
canopy cover has been reduced from a maximum of 1.65ha down to a maximum of 
0.43ha, (in reality the loss of canopy cover in both cases is less than stated). In addition to 
this, downhill of where trees are to be cut there will now be a ‘shelterbelt’ of retained trees 



and scrub that will intercept some of the increased run-off. This will lead to the ‘increase in 
flood flow response’ resulting from the proposal being reduced from 1.8% to below 0.5%. 
Furthermore, by correcting the area that has been converted to grazing from tree cover in 
the 49.7ha catchment over the past 20 years from the 4ha stated in Tom Nisbet’s original 
report to a figure more representative of actual canopy loss, approximately 2.5ha, the 
enhancement of flood flow response above levels found in the late 1980’s is reduced from 
6.1% down to about 3%. 
 
Although this proposal now represents a level of clearance that is below the amount 
thought to be necessary to replicate the ecological gains that have occurred elsewhere on 
the Poldens, it is hoped that it will be a large enough step towards the open grassland 
habitat that existed here up until the 1930’s to be of benefit to the rich biodiversity of the 
area. Alongside this, the J&F Clark Trust and others feel the proposal will still enhance the 
amenity value of the area without causing any significant changes to the flood risk of 
village beyond current or past levels.  


