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COMPTON DUNDON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Tom Billing, Ebenezer Cottage, 30 Northload St., Glastonbury BA6 9JJ. Tel 01458 832898 

Email tom.billing@talk21.com  Website: www.comptondundon-pc.gov.uk  

 

Date: 5
th

 March 2010 

 

 

Mr R N Gossling 

Woodland Officer, South West England Conservancy, 

The Castle, 

Mamhead,  

EXETER,  

Devon EX6 8HD 

 Mr T Billing, 

Ebenezer Cottage, 

30, Northload Street, 

GLASTONBURY, 

Somerset.  BA6 9JJ 

 

 

Also sent by email attachment on 5
th

 March 2010 

 Tel 01458 832898 

Email tom.billing@talk21.com 

 

My 

Ref: 

TB/360 

 

Dear Dick, 

 

Subject:  Tree Felling proposals on Windmill Hill, Compton Dundon 

 

The issue of tree felling on Windmill Hill, Compton Dundon was considered at the Parish 

Council meeting on Wednesday 4
th

 March 2010.  We considered the recommendations of Dr 

Nisbet in his report entitled “Report on Site Visit to Assess the Impact of Planned Felling at The 

Monument, Compton Dundon on Downstream Flood Risk”; we listened to concerns of residents 

and debated at length the possible outcomes of felling.  The purpose of my letter is to make you 

aware of the Parish Council’s position on future proposals to fell trees on Windmill Hill. 

 

The original Tree Felling Proposal FLA/018/142/09-10 was opposed by the Parish Council and 

residents living at the foot of Windmill Hill but that proposal has now been withdrawn and we 

understand from Tree Warden, David Baston, that alternative proposals are being considered. 

 

In the meantime Parish Council has taken note of the recommendations of Dr Tom Nisbet in his 

report.  These recommendations are summarised in the final paragraph of his report: 

 

[Quote] Overall, in view of the sensitive nature of the site in terms of soil and slope, and the 

known flood risk to properties in Compton Dundon, it is recommended that future woodland 

clearance be kept to a minimum. If there is an overriding conservation need for more open 

space, then any clearance work should be targeted to narrow mid-slope strips, running parallel 

with the contour. This would help maintain or increase canopy roughness and thus water use, 

while retaining a lower area of woodland through which any surface runoff would have to pass, 

with potential for interruption and storage of flows. However, consideration would need to be 

given to the risk of wind-throw and care taken to avoid heavy grazing pressure on the cleared 

ground.[Unquote] 
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In the light of this report, the Parish Council urge that the suggested impact on flood risk be the 

overriding and paramount consideration in deciding any future felling application on Windmill 

Hill i.e. that other considerations such as vistas and butterfly habitat, although important, should 

be (well and truly) secondary to that of security to residents’ homes and properties at the foot of 

Windmill Hill. 

 

We understand from our tree warden that a site meeting is being planned for mid March 2010 to 

bring together all interested parties to consider a way ahead.  The Parish Council requests that 

they be invited to send a representative to make the case put forward by our residents.  

Furthermore, we request that Roger Meecham (SSDC), who has a wealth of experience on flood 

management, be invited also. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr T Billing 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

Copies: (by email attachment) 
Cllr G Jones (CDPC); Cllr D Jones (CDPC); Mr Baston (Tree Warden); Mr Shears (District 

Rights of Way Officer SSDC); Mr A Duckworth (Conservation Manager SSDC); Mr P Poulton 

(Tree Officer SSDC); Vega Sturgess (Strategic Director for Operations & Customer Focus 

SSDC); Roger Meecham (Engineer SSDC); Dr T R Nisbet (Programme Group Manager, Centre 

for Forestry and Climate Change); Mr Shane Potts (Conservation Manager at Millfield). 

 

 

Enclosures: (by email attachment) 

 

1. “Report on Site Visit to Assess the Impact of Planned Felling at The Monument, Compton 

Dundon on Downstream Flood Risk” by Dr Tom R Nisbet (Head of Changing Physical Environment 

Research Programme) 


