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4 INTRODUCING THE STRATEGY

Woodland Strategy Overview

Trees, woodlands and forests have long been an integral part of Somerset’s landscape
heritage. The County’s woodland resource that we know and benefit from today has been
shaped by traditional management skills and uses that has been passed down over the
centuries.

As well as being a major component of the landscape, woodlands also have many other
key functions including being a key element of the County’s biodiversity, providing
opportunities for public access and recreation, and contributing to improved air quality by
taking up carbon dioxide emissions and filtering pollutants. Woodlands also have a
significant economic role to play, whether this is in timber production, wood fuel or as part
of recreational activity in woodland such as shooting.

With its low-lying areas of land prone to flooding Somerset has good reason to take climate
change seriously. Trees are valuable in mitigating against and adapting to the impacts of
our changing climate, being able to stabilise soils preventing erosion, whilst also up taking
water in order to prevent and reduce flooding. Studies have shown that existing woodland
and new woodlands in the right location play an important role in reducing water runoff,
reducing soil erosion and lowering the siltation levels in rivers.

Somerset has a relatively 
low proportion of
woodland cover (7%
compared to a National
County average of 9%),
much of which is ancient
in origin and has a high
biodiversity value. Some
areas of Somerset have
specific studies and
management plans that 
deal with woodland
issues (e.g. Exmoor 

National Park and the AONBs) but up until now a overview has been lacking that sits at
county level.

This strategy provides a comprehensive analysis of Somerset’s woodland resource, reviews
the various activities of the organisations involved with woodland management, identifies
any gaps in policy and develops a strategy for the way forward to ensure that we maximize
the benefits of the County’s woodland for the people of Somerset.

Benefits of a Somerset Woodland Strategy
The development of a strategy for Somerset’s woodland will bring a number of benefits:

• Bring together information and data about Somerset’s woodland, what is special, what 
present policies deliver and what issues need to be addressed.

• Provide members, officers and the public with an understanding of the dynamics 
operating within Somerset woodlands and who does what.

• Identify any gaps in woodland policies in Somerset, and identify opportunities in 
relation to SCC delivery.

• Define and clarify SCC’s role in protecting and enhancing woodland in the County

• Give an understanding of the threats and opportunities arising from current issues 
including climate change, setting out actions with regard to woodlands that SCC and 
others can take in mitigation and adaptation.

• Enable SCC to determine what woodland initiatives/projects need to be developed in 
order to protect and increase the area of woodland in Somerset, and to examine where 
funding might be obtained to achieve this.

• Provide other organisations, involved in environmental issues with a clear 
understanding of SCC’s role in woodland issues and what we intend doing in this area.

Danes Brook Castle Bridge, Exmoor National Park  ©ENP

©BA
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Vision Statement

The vision for Somerset’s
Woodland Strategy is…

“Somerset is to be recognised for having

woodland and tree cover that is valued, protected,

and increased in order to provide inspiration and

enjoyment to all, whilst meeting the needs of

present and future generations of woodland

owners. Woodland management and expansion

shall help deliver biodiversity, heritage and carbon

storage benefits essential to the long term 

well-being of our population and our planet.”
Bluebell woods, Staple Hill  ©NEROCHE
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Analysis of Somerset’s Woodland Resource

Woodland distribution
Somerset’s woodland resource is extremely diverse, ranging from a wide
variety of individual trees that exist in parklands, fields, streets and urban
environments, to the small woods and hedgerow trees which are
dominant in the Somerset landscape and to the large multipurpose
landscape scale woodlands that are present over some upland areas of
the County.

The distribution of woodland in the five Somerset Districts varies
significantly. West Somerset has by far the highest percentage coverage at
13%, with Mendip and Taunton Deane near the 7% average but
Sedgemoor and South Somerset only have 4% coverage. This distribution
means that if Exmoor were excluded from the County figures the
woodland coverage in Somerset would be reduced to around 6%
compared to the National County average of 9%.

Oak and ash are the dominant tree species throughout most of Somerset,
particularly in ancient woodlands. Beech is locally significant on the
Blackdown Hills and on the higher parts of Exmoor and the Quantocks
where it forms a major characteristic of the hedgerows and hedgerow
trees. Sycamore is increasing as a component of some woodlands in
Somerset, often being present where natural regeneration is taking place.

Somerset’s Woodland Resource

Fig 1 Somerset County Woodland coverage using Forestry Commission National 
Inventory of Woodland and Trees (NIWT) data

Somerset County Woodland Coverage

©NE



Fig 4  Somerset Woodland Area by Species
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Area of woodland
According to the Forestry Commission in 2008, Somerset consisted of approximately
24,959 ha’s of  woodland (those over 1ha). This represented 7.0% of the land area, a
significantly lower proportion than for England as a whole. Between 1980 and 1997
surveys showed that woodland cover increased from 5.6% to 7.0%. This increase of over
4,900 ha’s could be partly accounted for by a change in survey method and the inclusion
of scrub areas rather than new woodland. The 1997 survey still leaves the woodland cover
in Somerset well below the English average of 9%. A relatively high proportion of
Somerset’s woodland is defined as ancient in origin (approximately 28% in 2008). This
ancient woodland is of key importance for biodiversity, heritage and culturally.

Fig 2  Percentage of land area in southwest counties

District Area 
(Ha)

Area Covered 
by Woodland 

(Ha)

% Area covered by
woodland 

(Ha)

Number of
Woodland

(Ha)

West Somerset 74704.965 9713.77 13.00 805

Sedgemoor 60587.4 2433.14 4.02 241

Mendip 73943.545 5260.88 7.11 644

South Somerset 95905.811 4590.42 4.79 676

Taunton Deane 46250.304 3524.78 7.62 358

Total 351392.025 25522.99 7.26 2724

Fig 3 Distribution of woodland in the five Somerset Districts



Fig 6 Somerset Woodland Type
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Woodland size
The majority of woods in Somerset are small, 70% being less than 10 ha. There are
approx 1,300 woodlands over 2 ha in Somerset with an average area of 18.1 ha’s. Of
this, 56.1% is mainly broadleaved, 27.6% is mainly conifer, 12.6% is mixed woodland
and 2.5% open space within woodland. The proportion of broadleaved woodland (as
opposed to conifers) increased from 56% in 1980 to 67% in 1997. Approx. 2,500
woods are between 01-2.0 ha with an average area of 0.41 ha. The 1980 survey found
that only 2% of woodland is mainly coppice.

Small woods and hedgerow trees are a key component of the Somerset landscape.
Small woods are categorised into two sizes: 0.25-2.00 ha (1,450 ha’s) and 2.00 -10.00
ha (3,050 ha’s), giving a total of 4,600 ha’s. This equates to 20% of the total woodland
area, although  these small woods are of far greater visual significance than this figure
implies. Being widely scattered they help to give parts of the landscape a more wooded
appearance than the % cover would suggest.

Small woodlands are especially important as reservoirs of wildlife in areas that are
intensively farmed. Woodlands create a permanent habitat where species of insects
and mammals can survive and from which they can populate the more disturbed
agricultural land around them.

Woodland species
Oak and ash are the dominant tree species throughout most of Somerset, particularly
in ancient woodlands. Beech is locally significant on the Blackdown Hills and on the
higher parts of Exmoor and the Quantocks where it forms a major characteristic of the
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Sycamore is increasing as a component of some
woodlands in Somerset, often being present where natural regeneration is taking place.

Fig 5 Size Class Distribution of Somerset Woodland
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Fig 7 Coniferous Woodlands in Somerset using NIWT data

Coniferous Woodlands within Somerset

Coniferous woodland

(For data source and
explanation, please

see appendix 4)

Partial felling of coniferous woodland in Quantocks AONB ©QA

Large areas of conifers tend to occur on flatter (more accessible) areas within the uplands including the Blackdown, the Brendons, Butleigh ridge, Mendip plateau, East side of the
Quantocks and the scarp slope of the old Selwood Forest. The main coniferous species are Douglas Fir (2,129 ha), Sitka Spruce (1,186 ha), Norway Spruce (1,653 ha) and Japanese
and European Larch (1,307 ha). The age structure indicates that broadleaved woodland is considerably older than the conifer woodland. For example 60% of Oak is more than 80 years,
while the majority of conifers are less than 40 years old.

For production purposes coniferous species reach their maximum mean annual increment at a much lower age than broadleaved trees and are therefore harvested and restocked more
frequently. Most coniferous species are not native to Somerset and so offer relatively less benefit to conservation, as there is a smaller number of insect species and other wildlife
associated with them. There are however certain species such as long eared owl, coal tit, goldcrest, crossbill etc that require conifers, and others including the nightjar, song thrush and
raptor species that benefit greatly from their presence. There is presently no significant pressure from landowners to plant more conifers in Somerset.
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Hedgerow and parkland trees
There are at least 5 million trees outside woodland in
Somerset. These are mainly hedgerow and parkland trees. 
If these hedgerow trees were distributed at 100 per ha they
would represent approx 50,000 ha’s of woodland, twice the
total existing woodland in Somerset.

Hedgerow trees are an important part of the landscape in
Somerset, with hedgerow management a traditional aspect
of countryside and agricultural land practise. Hedges
provide many important functions including forming a stock
barrier, providing shelter/shade for livestock and valuable
food and habitat for wildlife, including a number of rare
species. Unfortunately due to modern agricultural practises
and widespread losses from Dutch elm disease, Somerset’s
hedgerow trees have been much depleted. While hedgerows
themselves are now protected there is a need to ensure that
a new generation of hedgerow trees is established to replace
the visually prominent but aging stock.

Alder shelterbelt ©FWAG

Traditional Somerset orchard ©SCC

Horner Wood - ancient oak pollard in Eastwater Valley ©NE

Other elements of the woodland
resource
• Shelterbelts and landscape plantings intended to 

provide green infrastructure and screen urban 
developments whilst in some cases also providing 
shelter and reducing energy use.

• Coppice and willow beds used to supply local industries 
and craft persons with traditional materials, and which 
could contribute to renewable energy supply in the 
production of wood fuel.

•  Traditional standard orchards are a distinctive aspect of 
the Somerset countryside managed to produce a 
variety of traditional Somerset produce. Many of these 
are under threat, being gradually replaced by a 
much smaller number of larger intensive bush orchards 
that have a different landscape impact.

•  Willow pollards line many of the ditches and roadsides 
in the levels and moors area creating another distinctive 
feature of the Somerset landscape.

• Arboretums - There are only a small number of these in 
Somerset.

Hedgerow trees on the Quantocks ©QA Hedgerow trees, Chipstable ©NE
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Nature Conservation

SSSI Woodland
There are 28 ancient woodland sites with SSSI status in Somerset.
Together this makes up a total of 1,225 ha of semi natural woodland,
95% of which remains semi natural. This represents 18.2% of total
ancient woodland protected by SSSI status. All ancient woodland does
have other forms of lower level protection such as under planning and
regulations and through Forestry Commission felling license control. The
legislation in place to protect ancient woodland means that there has
been relatively little of it lost in Somerset over recent years.

The specific conservation interest of the various ancient woodlands is
many and varied. Many former ancient woodlands that have been
considerably changed by planting of non-native species, still retain much
value to woodland conservation, providing that their future management
is sympathetic. Woodland habitat is important for Biodiversity Action
Plans, the Somerset BAP for example. They are particularly important as
a bird habitat. According to DEFRA’s national Bird Index woodland bird
numbers in the South West are declining faster than elsewhere.

Importance of the designated areas
Many of Somerset’s SSSIs are located in the designated areas such as
Exmoor National Park and the Blackdown, Mendip and Quantock Hills
AONBs. Others tend to be in upland areas where steeper ground and less
favourable conditions meant that they were never cleared for agriculture.

Beech tree in autumn colours by Horner Water  ©NE
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Key woodland biodiversity types The following section contains a description of woodland in each of the designated area and its biodiversity value.

MENDIP
Mendip woodland varies from Oak Hazel coppice with rich
ground flora, frequent small leaved lime and occasional
Sorbus species, to Ash woods with less rich ground flora.
The damp, sheltered woods in valley bottoms have a rich
bryophytes and lichen community. Some coniferous and
mixed woodland also have nature conservation value. The
Mendip BAP includes recognition of the value of the conifer
woodlands for Long Eared Owl (local BAP species) and
Nightjar, for example. Several areas of lime/maple woodland
on the Mendips are designated as SAC’s.

QUANTOCKS & BRENDONS
The Quantocks and Brendon Hills have extensive old
coppice woodlands that clothe the steep sided valleys. The
margins of the Woodland have changed over the years
depending on grazing pressures. The upland sessile Oak
woodlands were previously coppiced for bark used in the
tanning industry and for charcoal. Along streamsides Hazel
and Ash are often mixed with Oak and there can often be
found a rich ground flora. Some Quantock oak woodlands
are designated as SAC’s

BLACKDOWN HILLS
The Blackdown Hills have important large semi natural Oak
woodlands on the northern scarp, some of which have been
planted with conifers. Tributaries of the Culm and Otter
dissect the Blackdown plateau, often with wet woodland in
the valleys and on poorly drained soils. The dominant
canopy species are Oak, Beech and Ash while Birch and
Alder occur on the wet areas and valleys. Field Maple and
Hazel are common in coppice woodland. Blackdown wildlife
includes local BAP species such as the Wood White
butterfly..

Nightjar by Mike Richards Bluebells on Cothelstone Hill ©JW Wax cap ©FWAG

Beech avenue ©NEROCHE Wood White Butterfly ©BC Yarty Valley, Blackdowns ©FWAG

Small leaved lime coppice ©NE Beech/Whitebeam ©MA Adder by Andy Chamberlain Long eared owl
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Key woodland biodiversity types The following section contains a description of woodland in each of the designated area and its biodiversity value.

MID SOMERSET HILLS
Woodlands along the ridges in mid Somerset are not very
extensive but are important from a conservation viewpoint,
as are the strings of linear ancient woodlands along the
slopes at the edges of the levels and moors. The Fivehead
ridge, the Polden Hills and the Somerset and Aller ridges
are typical examples of largely Oak and Ash coppice
woodland with a rich but variable under storey and ground
flora.

EXMOOR
Oak woodlands in steep valleys are one of the key features
of the Exmoor landscape. The National Park has produced a
comprehensive woodland policy document. Exmoor
woodlands are included in the County figures, as it is not
easy to disaggregate them. Some oak woodlands on Exmoor
are designated SAC’s. Two species of bats, the Barbastelle
and Bechstein’s can also be found on Exmoor. These are
both protected under the EU habitats directive.

LEVELS & MOORS
The levels and moors have a generally low woodland cover
but with extensive alder, birch, willow carr on the peatlands
such as Westhay. As the levels and loors covers a significant
proportion of Somerset this helps to account for the
relatively low proportion of total tree cover in the County.

Noctule bat roost in old tree in 
Horner Woods ©NE Angular Solomons Seal ©NE Horner Wood on Exmoor ©NE

Willow pollards in the levels & moors
©SCC

Meadow saffron ©NE Lapwings over landscape ©PCP

Wild Rose ©JW Brimstone Butterfly ©FWAG Wild Garlic under coppice ©ENP
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A large proportion of Somerset’s Local Wildlife Sites are woodlands. These
tend to be under less threat than some other habitats such as grassland,
which is more vulnerable to change. In many cases there is a need for
more management of these woodlands, particularly where coppice has
not been cut for many years. Any reintroduction of management after
years of neglect needs to be done with care and with emphasis on
improving the wildlife value of the woodland, not just increasing its
productivity. The chart shows the highest percentage of woodland LWS in
West Somerset and the lowest in Sedgemoor.

Fig 9 A map showing the distribution of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’S) and Local Wildlife 
Sites (LWS) in Somerset

Fig 8  Distribution of Local Wildlife Sites between Districts

Local Wildlife Sites Woodland wildlife of European importance
Somerset’s woodland contains a significant number of species and habitats that are protected under EU
legislation. These include the common dormouse and most bat species such as the Barbastelle,
Bechsteins and Lesser Horseshoe bats. Woodland designated as Special Areas of Conservation are show
on the map below. 

District
No. 

Woodland LWS
Total No. LWS % Woodland LWS

Mendip 213 445 47.87%

Sedgemoor 65 236 27.54%

Taunton Deane 208 353 58.92%

South Somerset 294 594 49.49%

West Somerset 268 625 42.88%

Total 1048 2253 46.52%
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Government, and therefore Forestry Commission (FC)
policy, is to safeguard all ancient woodlands and to promote
the good management of semi-natural ones, and the
restoration of Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites
(PAWS), to benefit biodiversity. This is achieved through the
Felling Licence Procedures under the 1967 Forestry Act,
and through the England Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS).

Ancient Semi Natural Woodland (ASNW) can maintain high
levels of biodiversity, supporting many Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) species. PAWS are particularly vulnerable to
insensitive management, which means that restoration is of
high priority for the FC in Somerset. There is funding
available under the EWGS for restoration work, and also to
improve biodiversity. PAWS restoration is a key factor in
implementing local BAPS.

All tree-felling proposals received by the FC are judged
against the UK Forestry Standard, which further ensures
that the management of ancient woodland is appropriate for

biodiversity. Loss of ancient, or indeed any woodland,
therefore normally occurs only through the planning
process, which over-rides these FC controls and incentives.
The exception to this is where there are good environmental
reasons for woodland clearance, e.g. where heathland is
being restored.

The policies, which will be relevant to ancient semi-natural
woodland, will be specific to the woodland type, condition
and the various inhabiting biodiversity, however; there will
generally be resistance to any felling proposals linked to
replanting for commercial purposes. This applies to both
designated SSSIs and woodland based Local Wildlife Sites.
The South West Forestry Framework gives encouragement
to owners of ancient semi natural woodland to manage
them sympathetically and to convert any PAWS (Plantations
on Ancient Woodland Sites) back to broadleaved woodland.
These policies link to National Biodiversity Action Plans,
particularly the need to address the decline of woodland
birds. 

The policies that will be relevant to ASNW will be specific to
the woodland type, condition and the various inhabiting
biodiversity. However, there will generally be resistance to
any felling proposals linked to replanting for commercial
purposes. This applies to both designated SSSIs and
woodland based Local Wildlife Sites. The South West
Forestry Framework gives encouragement to owners of
ancient semi natural woodland to manage them
sympathetically and to convert any PAWS back to
broadleaved woodland. These policies link to National
BAPS, particularly the need to address the decline of
woodland birds.

Where unsympathetic PAWS have been established,
restoration to a semi natural condition will be encouraged,
particularly within and near SSSI designations and at
locations that are prominent in the Somerset landscape.

Management for biodiversity

Snowdrops on woodland floor ©ENP Tree sparrow ©NE Pearl Bordered Fritillary Butterfly ©NE
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Lowland Wood Pasture and Parkland and Veteran Trees

Veteran trees

Horner Wood - oak pollard in Eastwater Valley ©ENPFig 10  Local wood pasture, parkland and veteran trees (For data source and explanation, please see appendix 4)

Veteran Trees are defined as ‘Trees, which, because of their great age, size or condition,
are of exceptional value culturally, in the landscape, or for the wildlife.’ Natural England,
2000 (Formerly English Nature). 

The UK is uniquely important in Europe for its large population of veteran trees, which
generally have a circumference of over 1.7m at a height of 1.3m above ground, but for
some species size is not directly related to age. It is estimated that 1,300 ha of Wood
Pasture, Parkland and Veteran Trees occur in Somerset, making this UK Priority Habitat
extremely important, in both a Regional and National context. 
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Widened ride – Thurlbear Wood and Quarrylands ©NE Oak pollard in Eastwater Valley, SSSI North ©NE

The National Trust for example has over 2000 veteran trees on its Exmoor holding alone
and has an active management plan for them. The Woodland Trust is also taking an
interest in the County’s ancient trees and has launched a campaign to identify more of
them (see www.ancienttreehunt.org.uk)

As well as being significant in landscape terms, the long established hedgerow and
parkland tree population in Somerset, many of which are veteran trees, are of enormous
importance for nature conservation. This is because  they are a significant refuge for
wildlife often within otherwise intensively farmed land. Parkland trees are mainly
associated with the estates around historic houses in Somerset and many of these are
listed as historic parks or gardens. Veteran Trees are often present in areas of wood
pasture, which is a vegetation structure where grazing has occurred for a long period of
time under open grown trees. The trees that are present in areas of wood pasture have
often been managed for fuel, charcoal production and the provision of small diameter
timber. The resulting trees often have bark crevices and tree holes providing particular
microclimates for rare flora and fauna including bats, fungi and lichen. Widely spaced
trees in wood pasture are one of the best habitats for biodiversity, therefore it is also
important to protect these areas.
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The Somerset landscape is extremely varied with a wide variation in landscape types.  The Blackdowns, Brendons, Exmoor,
Quantocks, Mendips and mid-Somerset hills all have their own unique character which contrast strongly with the low lying Levels and
Moors landscapes and the more intensively farmed hills and vales of South Somerset.  

Fig 11  Somerset character areas

Landscape Assessment

Somerset Character Areas

Five character areas have been identified by
Natural England for the South West region,
which have been further categorized into 26
areas taking into account their geology and
landform, tree cover, development and wildlife
habitats.  The names given to the landscape
character areas relate to their distinctive
historical, geological or geographical landscape
features. A description of each character area
with specific proposals for woodland in each is
shown in Appendix C. This approach will be
further developed in the Somerset Landscape
Strategy, which will be a part of the Natural
Environment Strategy.

©SCC
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South Somerset
South Somerset is less well wooded than Mendip, a reflection of the rolling
lowland character of the District, where good soils has led to the land being
cleared for agriculture over past centuries. There are a few exceptions to this
such as the Eastern scarp boundary, which is well wooded, the hills East of
Bruton, South of Crewkerne and the edge of the Blackdowns around Chard.
Over the remainder hedgerow trees, small copses and locally significant old
orchards, often on the edge of villages, dominate the landscape. Significant
linear woodlands such as those along the Fivehead and Somerton ridges also
define the Western edge of the District. These both have a high proportion of
ancient woodland.

An analysis of the woodlands in the landscape of each District is shown below.

Fig 12  South Somerset District

South Somerset District

View to Butleigh Ridge from
Compton Dundon ©JW

View north from Windwhistle ©JW Eastern scarp woodlands ©JW

Great Cheriton Wood ©FWAG

Woodland in the landscape of Somerset’s five Districts
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Mendip

Mendip is the second most heavily wooded district in the County. The
woodland is well spread across the District, but within the AONB at the
Western end, the Mendip top has a more open character. Much of the
woodland is ancient in origin, particularly that on valley sides and the steeper
slopes within the hills. This pattern is repeated on the Pennard ridge, the hills
in central Mendip and the valleys around Frome and other parts of North
Somerset. There are a limited number of larger conifer plantations dating
from the middle of the 20th Century that are significant locally in the
landscape. Copses and hedgerow trees are dominant in most of the lower
hills in the Mendip area.

Fig 13  Mendip District

SSSI Crook Peak To Shute 
Shelve Hill ©NE

Mendip hedgerow landscape ©NE

Young ash wood, SSSI - Cheddar
©NE

Mendip District
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Sedgemoor

Sedgemoor is the least wooded of the Somerset Districts with much of the
levels and moors having been reclaimed from wetland since the 14th
century. These lowland areas have a hedgerow pattern as well as ditches,
which form field boundaries. In parts the landscape is well populated with
hedgerow trees, especially willow and pollard willow. Prior to 1970, the
widespread elms also made a significant landscape impact in this area. In
the peat moors wet woodland regenerates very quickly if areas are left
unmanaged. Various ‘islands’ of higher ground are prominent in the
landscape and these are generally not heavily wooded, although where they
are they form strong landscape features e.g. Nyland Hill. The Polden ridge
dividing the Northen and Southern moors has significant woodland and is a
strong feature in Sedgemoor.

Fig 14 Sedgemoor District

View from Nyland Hill to Mendips ©JW

View south across levels ©JW Southlake Moor from Burrow Mump ©JW

View from Wedmore to Axe Vale ©SCC

Sedgemoor District
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Taunton Deane

The Vale of Taunton is a landscape of hedgerows trees, small copses and
occasional orchards. Many of the surrounding Hills, particularly the
Blackdowns to the South, are well wooded which gives the district a more
wooded appearance. The Western part of the District, around Milverton and
Wiveliscombe has some significant woodlands whilst the moors (West
Sedgemoor and Curry moor) to the East are mainly open but have locally
significant willow pollards and are bordered by the wooded Fivehead ridge.
Elms too, made a contribution here prior to 1970. Taunton itself has many
urban trees and in most cases the urban fringe has been well provided with
screening trees. The Quantock fringe to the North also has significant
woodland, especially when viewed from the Bishops Lydeard area.

Fig 15 Taunton Deane

Brendon Hills ©JW

View of Wellington Monument in the
Blackdowns ©BA Woodland along the Fivehead ridge ©JW

Vale of Taunton ©FWAG

Taunton Deane District
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West Somerset

West Somerset is the most heavily wooded District in Somerset due mainly to
the large areas of woodland in Exmoor National Park. Much of this is ancient
in origin and concentrated in the river valley sides and other steep ground.
This contrasts strongly with the open moorland above. The Brendon Hills are
also heavily wooded in parts with some large areas, which have been planted
with coniferous woodland for timber production. Small copses and hedgerow
trees are more characteristic of the West Somerset Vale bounded on either
side by the more wooded slopes of the Quantocks and Brendons.

Fig 16 West SomersetBarle Valley ©FWAG Bluebells above Tarr Steps Wood ©ENP

West Somerset Vale ©JW

West Somerset District
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Sensitive Landscape Areas
These are areas where careful consideration will be required for each proposal to ensure
that any new woodland planting is compatible with nature conservation, archaeological,
historic and landscape character interests. These issues are always considered in relation
to any new planting application under the FC’s England Woodland Grant Scheme,
including a thorough constraints check and consultation with the County Archaeologist.

These areas include; -

• Quantock Hill AONB

• Blackdown Hills AONB

• Parrett Estuary

• Southern Moors

• Northern Moors and Axe Vale

• Coastal Levels, Brent Knoll and Brean

• Mendip Hills AONB

Within the area preferred for planting there will be SSSI’s, LWS, Archaeological and
Historic Sites, where planting would not be favoured.

SSSI’s and LWS’s which are non woodland need to be avoided for new woodland creation.
There are over 2,000 LWS in Somerset. Some 860 of these are woodlands that require
sensitive management. Many of the remaining LWS’s are herb rich grassland, wetland or
other sites where new woodland planting would be strongly discouraged. There may
however be areas within the peat moor where the establishment of withy beds, short
rotation coppice and wet fen or carr woodland would be advantageous.

For any large area of planting an environmental impact assessment should be conducted.
The Forestry Commission sometimes legally requires these to be performed under the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 1999.

Archaeological sites need to be avoided and the settings of important historical buildings
and sites need to be treated with care. There are certain parts of the sensitive areas that
are open in character which should be maintained. Some examples are the centre of West
Sedgemoor, the Priddy area on the Mendips and open heathland on the Quantock
common. Any proposal for woodland planting in these sensitive areas needs to be
examined in detail and judged on a case-by-case basis. Particular attention should be paid
to areas of high archaeological potential and large scale scheduled monuments e.g. South
Cadbury.

Woodland creation should generally be avoided in areas of deep peat, although there are
areas of the peat moors where wet fen or carr woodland would be acceptable.

Open Mendip plateau ©MA West Sedgemoor RSPB reserve ©FWAG The Parrett Estuary ©PCP
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Culture and Heritage

©NEROCHE

Cultural issues related to woodlands

Links with our history and a source of inspiration
Trees are a significant part of our culture and history. Much of Britain was covered in trees
in the early days of mankind and the woodland would have been a source of timber, fuel
and shelter. In more recent times woodlands were intensively managed as a source fuel
source, for construction materials and food. Much of our poetry, art and design is based
around trees and woodlands giving us a link to spirituality. Woodlands provide opportunity
for ‘wild play’, which is increasingly
important as our society becomes
further, removed from nature.

Trees and woodlands are the most
obvious of our natural assets, by
virtue of their size and prominence,
but they do not last forever and are
vulnerable to change. Trees and
woodlands have great visual amenity
value, which can significantly
enhance the appearance of the
locality. They provide contrasts of
size, colour and texture to the urban
landscape and effectively reflect the
changing seasons, bringing nature
into towns. Prominent trees and
woods become accepted as
landmarks and are often held in high
regard by local residents. Lank Combe walkers ©ENP Children enjoying woodland ©SSDC

Taunton woodfair southwest - Willow
sculpture ©SCC

Ecosystems Services provided by trees and
woodland
The contribution that trees make to improve the quality of the air that we breathe is
becoming of increasing value. As well as removing carbon dioxide and releasing oxygen,
trees also improve air quality by filtering out harmful pollutants (such as ozone, ammonia,
sulphur dioxide, nitrous oxides and dust particles). Studies have demonstrated these
environmental properties of trees are of particular importance to people with respiratory
ailments.

Trees in towns can screen unsightly structures and activities. They can give privacy and
help to reduce noise from traffic and industry. They can have a limiting effect on the
extremes of weather by providing shelter from wind and shade from the sun. They are
effective in intercepting rainfall, thus reducing problems of rapid water run-off from hard
surfaces. Woodlands, and parkland trees, provide essential space for quiet, informal
recreation activities such as walking, jogging and cycling. The opportunity to escape into
these areas from the hustle and bustle of modern life is very important and should not be
taken for granted.
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Recreation and access

The need for public access
Woodlands are attractive places to visit and walk and they are able to
absorb well-managed public access without any major impact. A range of
recreational activities take place in woodlands including walking, horse
riding, mountain biking, paint balling and countryside pursuits. These
activities can generate income for the owner, some of which should be
invested back into managing the woodland. Some of these activities can
be detrimental to the nature conservation, historic and aesthetic value of
woodlands and care needs to be taken to ensure that recreational activity
is targeted into appropriate woodlands or parts of woodlands.

Most woodlands are fairly remote and which means people often need to
drive to them, creating the need for parking areas once access reaches a
certain level. Forest Enterprise has addressed this issue in a number of
their woodlands, notably in the Blackdowns, the Mendips and the
Quantock Hills. A number of private owners have also established car
parks but the location of these needs to be carefully planned and
managed. There is scope for more public access to woodlands in some
parts of the County and this is to be encouraged but with appropriate
controls over which woodlands are used for more public access and care
over the location and design of car parks, signage etc. The Somerset
County Council Rights of Way Improvement Plan aims to improve access
in woodlands where there is public demand and landowner cooperation.

The safety of individual trees can be a potential source of conflict with
increased access, as well as with landscape and biodiversity
considerations. Tree inspection and risk assessment can enable
mitigation measures instead of tree removal.

Walkers at Dundon Hill ©FWAG

CULTURE AND HERITAGE

Public footpath through woodland ©JW
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Accessible woodlands in Somerset

Fig 17 Accessible woodlands in Somerset

Bridleway through woodland ©QA

Tree stump stile ©JW

Low key Interpretation at Walton Hill ©JW
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The Neroche Forest ProjectCASE STUDY

”

The Blackdown Hills are located on the Devon and Somerset Border,
covering parts of Taunton Deane and South Somerset.  This Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty contains the site of Neroche Castle.

Thinned coniferous woodland at Neroche
©NEROCHE

The area of the Neroche Project is of historical interest; The Saxons used the northern side of the hill as an important hunting forest. In the
Norman Conquests of 1066, the site became an important stronghold. A Neroche Landscape Partnership Scheme, funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund and led by the Forestry Commission, is now in place to carry out extensive management to woodlands on the northern scarp
of the Blackdown Hills. The project includes removal of large areas of conifer woodland and their conversion to broadleaf or to grassland
areas grazed by longhorn beef cattle. The project aims for a high level of community involvement and specific measures are being taken to
provide training for potential woodland workers. Major improvements to public access are also included in the project with long distance
footpaths and bridleways a priority. Providing information and education to local residents and visitors is a further aspect of the project.

Bushcraft in the Blackdowns ©NEROCHE Herepath through the Blackdowns ©NEROCHE

”
©BA
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Historic woodland cover

Ancient woodland represents a land use that has been in existence
for many hundreds of years and so represents a key element of our
landscape history. Many ancient woodlands would have been
managed intensively in the past by coppicing hardwood production
for specific uses such as wood fuel. Woodland and hedgerow trees
provided building timber for many centuries. Long established
woodlands are often marked with ditches, banks and hedgerows or
pollard trees to delineate ownership boundaries. Many of the
ancient woodlands in Somerset occupy the steeper slopes of the
hills where clearance of the land for agriculture would have been
less easily justified. Other areas of woodland were retained on
estates for hunting purposes. Many woodlands recorded in the
Domesday Book of 1086 can still be identified today.

Ancient woodland

Almost 30% of the total woodland area in Somerset is thought to
be Ancient Woodland that has been in existence since 1600AD.
This is of immense value, supporting biodiversity and representing
a key element of our landscape history. Of this, 57% is thought to
be semi-natural, while 43% by 1986 had been affected by
replanting. (National Inventory of Woodlands, FC). Of this semi-
natural woodland, 1,225 ha is designated over 28 Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI). The specific conservation interest of the
various ancient woodlands is many and varied. Despite being
considerably changed by planting of non-native species, many
former ancient woodlands retain much value to woodland
conservation, providing that their future management is
sympathetic.

Archaeology and the Historic Landscape

Fig 18 Ancient woodland distribution in Somerset

Ancient woodland in Somerset

(For data source and
explanation, please see

appendix 4)
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Ancient woodland (cont.)

Ancient woodland occurs in most parts of the County and tends to be located on steeper
slopes, in valleys beside streams particularly in the upland areas of Exmoor and the
AONBs. Many ancient woodlands occur on the steeper slopes of hills rising from the edge
of the Levels and Moors. These include the Aller and Fivehead ridges, the Somerton ridges
and the southern edge of the Mendips. In the Quantocks and the Blackdowns the ancient
woodlands most commonly occur on the steep slopes and the sides of combes as they do
also with the East Mendips and Frome valleys. This distribution reflects the fact that these
steep slopes and valley sides were historically more difficult to clear for agriculture and so
the original woodland cover survived.

Ownership of ancient woodlands

A significant proportion of Somerset's ANSW is in the ownership of conservation bodies
including the National Trust (13.7%), the Somerset Wildlife Trust (5.5%), Natural England
(1.0%), the Woodland Trust (0.5%) and others. The total amount of ancient woodland
protected in this way was 1,555 ha in 1986, 22% of the total. Through its management
arm Forest Enterprise, the FC also has extensive holdings in Somerset, which include
some ancient woodland.

Wood anemone in Hazel Woodland ©FCQuantock ancient beech hedgerow ©QA

Beech woodland in autumn on Exmoor
©NE
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‘Ancient woodlands and trees (wooded landscapes) are irreplaceable. Shaped and influenced 
by human activities for centuries, they are ancient living monuments and of high biodiversity
conservation value. To protect ancient woodlands it is crucial that their history is recognized,
recorded and used as a basis for management and conservation.’

Rotherham, I.D et al., 2008. Woodland Heritage Manual, Sheffield, Wildtrack Publishing.

Many important examples of archaeological features occur within woodlands. These include Saw pits, Stone
Circles, Monuments, Motte and Bailey castles, tumuli, banks, ditches and settlements. An area which has been
particularly influenced by humans is Exmoor’s oak woodland, which have been  coppiced over hundreds of years
to provide charcoal for Exmoor’s iron  smelting industry. Remnants of this industry such as Charcoal hearths,
ancient coppice / pollards and a clapper bridge at Tarr Steps, can be used to identify traditional management
practises, which can be considered during future management planning processes. 

These features are all vulnerable to insensitive management and therefore; it is important that the history of sites
is recognised, and recorded so that the site can be managed to conserve these features for the future. Without
these features, a vast quantity of the County’s heritage would be lost and this prevents the ability to build and
construct reliable records of historic events.

In order to preserve the species that rely on the specific conditions produced by centuries old management
practises it is important to use a management regime that will conserve and enhance the conditions for the benefit
of biodiversity as well as retaining the historical features.

Limekiln, Lydeard St Lawrence ©SCC

Sensitive management of Archaeological features

Sweet Track' at Shapwick Heath NNR ©NEDonyatt Pottery ©NEROCHE
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CASE STUDY

”

Exmoor National Park Authority has formed a partnership with Natural England, Forestry Commission, Deer
Initiative and the Woodland Trust.

Mainly funded by the Forestry Commission, this 3-year ancient woodland
project has the following aims:

• To expand the area of native woodlands by planting new native woodlands which 
buffer, extend and link existing plantations on PAWS or ASNW. This should contribute 
significantly towards the creation of more robust woodland habitats and help reduce 
their fragmentation.

• To improve the quality of existing ASNW, by addressing threats  including invasive, non 
native species such as Rhododendron, growth of inappropriate tree species such as 
Sycamore and Beech, and damage from excessive deer populations.

• To increase the quantity of sustainable timber produced from the project area, which 
encompasses the whole of the National Park and extends to its south and east.  This 
covers approximately 2500 ha of ASNW and 2156 ha of Plantations on Ancient 
Woodland Sites. (See Map)

The Forestry Commission has enhanced its England Woodland Grant Scheme to provide
financial incentives for woodland work and creation that increases the quality of ASNW.

Free advice and support is available to woodland owners; offering help with issues such as
completing grant applications, advice on site management and facilitation.

Phillips, (2008)
Fig 19 Ancient woodland project areas, Exmoor National Park Authority

”EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WOODLANDS
WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF EXMOOR
NATIONAL PARK.

Exmoor National Park, Ancient Woodland Project

©ENP
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Historic landscape policy

A delicate balance needs to be struck between retaining the historic elements of the
landscape and allowing the changes which need to take place to allow a healthy tree cover
to exist in our future landscape.

Proposed  policies; -

Existing ASNW will be protected together with any historic features within the woodland,
which reflect its former use or purpose.

Woodland planting will be discouraged where it would conflict with:-

a) Recognised archaeological features, Areas of High Archaeological Potential (AHAPs).

b) Those areas where historically a very open landscape is a key part of the landscape 
character. (See detail for specific character areas in Appendix 3)

c) Historic parkland - any woodland planting that does not take account of the historic 
layout. New tree and woodland planting here would need to be located carefully to 
reflect the original style. (refer to English Heritage register of Historic Parks and Gardens)

d) Environmental archaeological deposits

Historic value of hedgerow trees

Hedgerow trees are a key part of the landscape in Somerset and throughout the south 
west as they are a part of the varying hedgerow field pattern. Many hedgerow boundaries
can be traced back to the medieval period, whilst others with a  more rectilinear pattern
were planted during the enclosures of the 18th Century. In the past hedgerow trees would
have been grown for specific uses such as construction wood fuel and forage but today
they are valued mainly for their role as a characteristic feature of the English landscape. 
In many parts of Somerset the English Elm used to be the dominant hedgerow tree species.
The loss of all mature elms since the early 70’s represents a major change to a more open
landscape.

Burrow Mump & Burrowbridge ©VS Orchard near Glastonbury Tor ©VS

Hedgerow trees - a key feature in
Somerset ©FWAG

Hedgerow trees are aging with no young
replacement trees  ©FWAG
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Woodland ownership

Why people own woodlands

The reasons for people owning woodland are diverse and their motivation will vary. Some
will be keen to manage woodlands to generate revenue from timber production whilst
others, such as conservation bodies, will aim to maximise the wildlife conservation
benefits. Many owners wish to achieve both these aims and depending on the owner’s
conservation priorities, management will be about achieving the right balance. The rearing
of ground game for both syndicate shooting and rough shooting is one of the main driving
forces behind woodland management and new planting, in many parts of the country; in
Somerset this particularly applies in Exmoor. Public access will be another factor, which is
usually of higher priority for woodland that is owned publicly or by the Woodland Trust.

A FWAG woodland training day ©FWAG

Fig 20 Woodland ownership type in Somerset, by area and percentage

Ride through a mixed broadleaved woodland ©VS
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Woodland ownership by Conservation bodies

Increasingly woodland of value for conservation reasons is being acquired by
charities, voluntary bodies and private owners who wish to protect these valuable
sites.

Trust ownership
The National Trust owns some 1,400 Ha’s of woodland in Somerset. These are a variety of sizes and mainly located in
protected landscapes. 620 Ha’s of National Trust woodland is ancient in origin; this is 6.9% of the County total.

The Somerset Wildlife Trust has been particularly active acquiring woodland in recent years, which are managed for
the purposes of nature conservation and public access. This active acquisition policy will help to get important
woodland in sympathetic ownership.

The Woodland Trust has also acquired a number of important holdings. There are 24 Woodland Trust owned sites in
Somerset, covering 126 hectares. These vary from quite small community woods to large areas of ancient woodland
on the Blackdown Hills. This national woodland charity manages all its woodlands with public access as a key
requirement but with biodiversity issues also in mind.

Forestry Commission
Extensive areas of Somerset woodland are in public ownership under the Forestry Commission, through their
management agency Forest Enterprise. A large proportion of these are in the four AONB’s and the Management plans
preparation process for these areas enables close liaison over access, landscape and nature conservation issues. The
Neroche Project is a major initiative by Forest Enterprise on their land in the Blackdown Hills to convert some existing
conifer plantations to broadleaved woodland, wood pasture, heathland and native grassland, combined with better
public access. 

Private nature reserves
There are approx 200 landowners in Somerset who are part of the PNR owners, of these sites 24 are woodland and 76
include some woodland. The PNR network has scope to promote both the good management of existing woodland
and new woodland planting in appropriate sites. Private Nature Reserve owners have formed links to provide mutual
support and advice with occasional training sessions. There may be scope for more of our remaining ancient
woodland sites to transfer to more sympathetic ownership.

Langford Budville Nature Reserve ©JW

Longhorns at Keepers Field ©NEROCHE

Recently planted woodland and pond ©SCC
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Owners of land with potential for woodland establishment

Any strategy to promote woodland planting and management must recognise the significant  role of the landowner
as only they can deliver the policies.

Advice to landowners should attempt to ensure that new planting is planned in areas where new woodland is
preferred. This will not always be possible but one of the purposes of this strategy is to clarify for all concerned,
where these preferred areas are, which are more sensitive and what the preferred approach should be.

Future changes to agri-environment schemes are likely to be important. While not a feature of the existing
Environmental Stewardship scheme, consideration should be given to requiring a minimum % of woodland on
each farm under future agri-environment schemes. The % woodland cover would vary according to the character
of the local landscape and the purpose of new planting.

Many landowners and potential landowners have a natural desire to plant wood for posterity and matching these
owners with suitable sites is a challenge that a strategy should face, (see Section 5.0).

Ancient woodland workshop at Hillway Farm, Withypool ©FWAG Severe soil erosion on agricultural land in West Somerset ©SCC
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Management and Wood Products

Silvicultural systems are selected for their appropriateness

to both the owner’s management objectives and the

sensitivities of biodiversity and the location. Low impact

silviculture, including options for continuous cover forestry

are to be favoured where possible.

The need for management

In some areas of Somerset where woodland is extensive, the restoration and proper
management of this existing woodland is clearly a higher priority than the establishment of
new woodland. This is particularly desirable where woodland has been neglected in recent
times. These include the wooded eastern scarp North of Penselwood and the Somerton
Ridge for example.

There are many benefits to careful management of woodlands. Coppicing of undergrowth
can produce marketable small wood products, promote healthy re-growth and have
conservation benefits. Thinning woodland can allow more light in, encouraging stronger
tree growth and giving benefits for wildlife. Selective felling, if carried out sensitively, can
produce valuable timber, enable natural regeneration or replanting to take place and is an
opportunity to change species composition where appropriate.

Bringing woodland back into management can help to create jobs and stimulate the rural
economy. There is an increasing interest in the wood fuel from existing woodlands and this
is a more immediate potential source of fuel for small-scale wood heat schemes than new
plantings of short rotation coppice. It should be noted that timber is our only renewable
construction material, and that wood fuel is close to being a carbon neutral fuel, both key
attributes in view of climate change. Where trees of a capacity of more than 5 cubic
metres are to be felled over a 3 month period, a felling license is required from the
Forestry Commission.

Some existing woodlands are in need of conservation, requiring the control and removal of
invasive species, the management of pests and diseases and general sustainable
management of the current forest resource.

Some woodland owners whose priority is nature conservation will prefer minimal or no
management. This is a long-term option for only a limited number of woodland types.

Woodland management

Woodland management in progress ©SCC Under managed wood ©FWAG

©FC



Grants and funding for woodlands

Forestry Commission woodland grants

There are a number of different types of grants available to landowners in Somerset for
managing woodland and trees. The main grant scheme that applies to larger woodland in
Somerset is the England Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS). This is managed by the
Forestry Commission and supported via the Rural Development Programme for England.
However 20% of the woodland resource of Somerset consists of small woodlands and
hedgerow trees, therefore a large proportion of these are likely to be owned and managed
by the agricultural sector. In this instance Environmental Stewardship (formerly
Countryside Stewardship) can be more relevant. The England Woodland Grant Scheme is
divided into a number of separate sections.

• Woodland Creation Grant for encouraging the creation of new woodlands where they 
deliver the greatest public benefits, including annual Farm Woodland Payments to 
compensate for agricultural income forgone.

• Woodland Assessment Grant for gathering of information to improve management 
decisions Woodland Regeneration Grant for supporting desirable change in woodland 
composition through natural regeneration and restocking after felling.

• Woodland Regeneration Grant for supporting desirable change in woodland 
composition through natural regeneration and restocking after felling.

• Woodland Planning Grant for supporting desirable change in woodland composition 
through natural regeneration and restocking after felling.

• Woodland Management Grant for contribution to additional costs of providing and 
sustaining higher-quality public benefits from existing woodlands.

• Woodland Improvement Grant for work in woodlands to create, enhance and sustain 
public benefits.
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Cattle grazing old orchard ©FWAG

Environmental Stewardship Scheme Higher Level Stewardship:

20% of the woodland resource of Somerset consists of small woodlands and hedgerow
trees. A large proportion of these are likely to be owned and managed by the agricultural
sector and may be eligible for Environmental Stewardship.

This scheme is managed by DEFRA to encourage farmers to bring their land under
sustainable management practises and to restore important areas of conservation where
necessary. There are options for the sustainable management of a variety of woodland
resources including hedgerows, orchards, woodlands, trees and scrub. Aims and
management requirements are initially negotiated with the landowner before a
management agreement is formalised.

Parkland and wood pasture with veteran trees is a target for HLS. Any management of old
pollards needs to be carried out in a very sensitive way to minimise the loss of dead wood,
which is  important for biodiversity.
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The Somerset Landscape Scheme

The Somerset Landscape Scheme is managed by Somerset County Council who offer free
advice and guidance for the sustainable management of several aspects of Somerset’s
small woodlands. The scheme provides a funding contribution towards small-scale
projects and works that are unlikely to attract funding or grants from larger organisations.
The County Council works closely with FWAG in offering advice on woodland management
to farmers and landowners.

Other funding 

There is a variety of other funding available for specific projects, mainly involving the
community and woodlands. Examples include the Woodland Trust’s ‘Trees for All’
campaign, and the Conservation Foundation’s ‘Its Your Community’ Award.

Sustainable woodland management can provide a large quantity of harvestable timber and
non-timber forest products at regular intervals. If this produce secures sufficient income it
can maintain the sustainable management of the woodland to the long-term benefit of the
woodland and its biodiversity. 

The innovative approach of using traditional practises combined with modern silvicultural
forestry knowledge can result in the sustainable production of high quality forest produce.
This linked with combined partnership working, harnesses a range of qualities and skills
that can also benefit the local economy.

Timber production is an important industry for Somerset. Forests and woodlands within the
county provide local sawmills and industry with a range of timber products, including 
low-grade softwoods suitable for the pulp and paper industry, firewood and processed
wood fuel. A large quantity of both softwood and hardwood high quality timber is used in
industry, together with wood based panels and round fencing materials.

Coppicing hazel ©FWAG

Managing woodland for wood products

Selected hedgerow trees  ©SSC
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This forest produce reaches local, national and international markets, but the mainly small-scale local timber processing
industry thrives on the purchase, processing and sale of local timber products. Harvesting machinery like that shown
below is only suitable for use in large forests and there are a limited number of these in Somerset.

High quality timber products help to boost the local economy because further processing is usually required. This helps
boost  industries that require labour and local traditional skills, replacing the requirement for unsustainable imported low
quality timber manufactured using resins and chemicals. When investment is made into the further processing of high
quality products there is also a reduced
chance that the timber will end up in landfill,
but will act as a carbon sink where carbon
becomes locked up for long periods of time,
usually in sustainable products.

On-site plank cutting ©SCC FSC Timber, used in building construction at Bow Yard Langport ©SCC

Forest Harvester ©FC

Woodland Certification

Forest Certification is a process for labelling
forest produce that has been derived from
sustainably managed woodlands. This
process has a number of perceived benefits
for social, moral and environmental aspects
of woodland management and therefore
should be encouraged within Somerset.
Consumers and retailers could be actively
encouraged to source forest products from
local forests that are managed sustainably
and that are branded with an appropriate
logo.

40
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Exmoor WoodcertCASE STUDY

”

Exmoor Woodcert is a small group woodland certification scheme
managed by Exmoor National Park Authority and certified through the
Forestry Stewardship Council.

Trees near Castle Bridge ©ENP

The project aims to provide an option for mangers and owners of small low intensity managed (SLIM) woodland to enter into certification.
This woodland is often situated on farms, and due to its size offers sporadic, low volume output. Woodcert aims to act as a catalyst for
group marketing and collaborative ventures, developing a brand of ‘Exmoor Products’.

Small Woods Association woodland initiatives register (2006)

So far the Scheme has been successful and aims to increase its membership to 20 over the next 3 years. The area of woodland being
certified is gradually increasing and has achieved well over 1680 Ha; this is 20% of the area of Exmoor National Park woodland. The
project is now working towards 2000 Ha – 25% of the Exmoor National Park Woodland.

Exmoor Woodcert is targeting a number of local markets; this boosts the economy of the National Park and local area. Current markets
include 4 timber-using businesses such as:

• Local Sawmills (Minehead Sawmills)

• Firewood processing businesses (Exmoor Wood fuel)

• Local charcoal producers,

• Fencing suppliers.

The certification scheme is working alongside South West Wood Fuel.

McVittie, G (2008)

”
©ENP



Timber for sustainable construction

Sustainably produced timber is an excellent material and its use in modern
construction can benefit the environment whilst providing architects with a range of
outstanding properties that often outperforms conventional construction materials. If
Somerset’s design and construction industry fully recognised these multiple benefits
they could be creative and innovative in their use of this technology.

According to the Wood for Good campaign, ‘Wood when sourced
from sustainably managed forests is the most environmentally
friendly mainstream building product available.’ 
Wood for Good (Undated)

The benefits of using wood as a sustainable alternative construction material include:

• Maintenance of a low carbon footprint.

• Timber harvested from sustainably managed woodland is a renewable material.

• Timber is an economical construction material, and significantly reduced waste.

• Timber is re-usable, prolonging carbon storage.

• Timber can be recycled, or used as bio fuel.

• Timber has good aesthetic qualities.

‘Every cubic metre of sawn timber used instead of other building
materials save around 2 tonnes of carbon dioxide – produced in
the manufacture of other building materials.’ Wood for Good
(Undated)
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Plank cutting at Woodfair Southwest 2007 ©SCC

Sustainable construction in North Somerset using timber felled next to the woodland glade ©SCC
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Cricket bat willow

There are opportunities in appropriate areas to establish Cricket bat willow (Salix alba
caerulea) along field boundaries in certain parts of Somerset, particularly adjacent to
watercourses. These trees are planted out as cuttings known as setts, which are tall,
straight and are planted deep into the ground at large spacings. New shoots are rubbed 
off each year to a height of 3m to prevent any branching from spoiling the blades. After
approximately 20 years, the timber is felled and cross cut into sections which specialist
craftsman skilfully shape, press and craft into the blades of cricket bats.

Although these trees are not a permanent feature of the landscape, if produced on even
rotations, they can provide locally produced, high quality timber whilst benefiting the
environment and supporting the local economy.

Royal Forestry Society, (Undated), Cricket Bat Willows, Available [online] at www.rfs.org.uk

Mature cricket bat willow ©SCC

Withy growing in Somerset

Somerset willow growers provide the raw material for high quality basket making, garden
furniture, fencing etc. This industry provides significant employment in certain parts of the
County and yet there is no national or local Government support for willow planting
intended for this purpose. This policy is in need of review and the County Council would
like to see more support given to the establishment of willow growing areas in Somerset.
Some of the wetland areas in Somerset which would otherwise be suitable for withy
growing are designated as SSSIs or have other designations but other areas can be
identified where this traditional industry could be expanded to meet the potential demand
for a wide range of willow products.

Piece workers weaving willow at Coate's
willow works ©NE Withy harvesting in progress ©SCC
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Woodland protection

Deer management

A study by DEFRA and Forestry Commission in 2004 concluded that wild deer populations
nationwide are increasing rapidly to an extent that in some areas the increased
populations are causing a negative impact on the landscape, biodiversity and rural affairs.
Unsustainable levels of deer can have a detrimental impact upon woodland biodiversity
and productive output; it can also reduce the overall health and quality of a deer
population.

It is important that populations of deer are managed throughout the county using a plan
constructed through partnership working. Landscape scale deer management should
result in a healthy deer population that are managed in a way that maintains a good level
of biodiversity throughout the countryside and supports the local economy, generating
revenue from deer management, venison marketing and sales. Poaching, with the
resulting injured animals often being left to die, is also less attractive where deer numbers
are kept under control.

Red deer on the Quantocks ©QA

Squirrel management
Populations of the Grey Squirrel have spread dramatically since their introduction in the
1870’s. A small population of grey squirrels can be tolerated within woodlands, however a
large population of this non-native species can cause damage to timber by removing bark
and increasing the trees susceptibility to fungal infection. This can cause the staining of
timber, structural deficiencies and even lead to the death of the tree.

There is also a direct and indirect impact on biodiversity, through nest robbing, and
destruction of habitat, by grey squirrels. These species should therefore be managed
sustainably for the benefit of biodiversity whilst protecting Somerset’s trees, woodlands and
forests for the future.

Non-native Herbaceous Species
Invasive, non-native herbaceous species also have negative implications for Somerset’s
trees woodlands and forests. Species such as rhododendron, cherry laurel, Japanese
knotweed, giant hogweed, himalayan balsam and even sycamore can be considered as
non-native and can also have negative implications for Somerset’s trees woodlands and
forests. These Non-native invasive species should be managed appropriately in order to
protect the County’s biodiversity and restore the quality of the natural environment.

Grey Squirrel and squirrel damage to Oak ©FC Rhododendron at Staple Plain ©QA
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The Strategy will aspire to increase the woodland area in Somerset from 7% to 8% over 
20 years (a 14.2% increase in the woodland area) by working with a range of partners in
accordance with the initiatives below:

• To encourage appropriate management of existing woodlands in the County, especially 
the semi natural ancient woodlands which are important both in terms of biodiversity 
and their historic value. (APP’s: 1a, 2a, b, c & d, 3a & b, 9a & c)

• To support the FC’s policy to encourage the restoration of ancient woodland where it 
has been converted to non-native species. (APP’s: 1b & c, 2a, b & c, 3b, 11b & 14b)

• To encourage more new woodland planting in those character areas where woodland is
preferred. An increased coverage of small woodlands and hedgerow trees in areas 
of intensive farming is part of a preferred approach. (APP’s: 8a & b, 15a, b, c & d)

• To ensure that new woodland planting does not take place in sensitive areas where it 
will detract from the character of the landscape, damage archaeological features or 
impact adversely upon SSSI’s. (APP’s: 1a, b, c & d, 2a, c & d, 5a, 13a)

• To encourage public access to woodlands and provision of new community woodlands 
for all towns and large villages in the County where a need is identified. (APP’s: 6a & b,
7a & b)

• To pursue policies which will conserve and enhance the significant hedgerow tree 
population in Somerset, a key feature of the landscape and to address the age 
imbalance of that population by promoting the planting, protection and maintenance 
of appropriate young trees. (APP’s: 8a & b)

• To ensure that woodland is a key element of Green Infrastructure plans, prepared as 
part of the LDF process, particularly in key growth areas. Encourage woodland 
provision to be an integral part of planning gain packages. (APP’s: 16a & b, 7b, 17a)

• To encourage establishment and use of woodlands for local communities and promote 
their recreational use as a tourist resource. (APP’s: 6a & b, 7a & b)

• Encourage woodland in specific areas for reducing flooding, soil erosion and water 
resource management. (APP’s: 17c & 18a)

• To create rural employment by stimulating the market for woodland products in 
Somerset by encouraging appropriate woodland management, establishment and 
associated training e.g. by helping the establishment of a ‘Woodnet’ for woodland 
products and services in Somerset. (APP’s: 12a, 13b & c, 14a, 19a, b & c)

• To encourage promotion of renewable fuels, the use of sustainable timber in 
construction and traditional willow growing in Somerset. (APP’s: 12a, 13b & c, 18b, 
19a, b & c & 20a)

• To encourage and support woodland managers to obtain forest certification, including 
owners of Small Low Intensity Managed (SLIM) Woodlands. (APP’s: 3a, 9a, 11c, 14a 
& b)

• To encourage the planting, protection and sustainable management of individual trees 
which have important benefits to urban areas, relating to public health, biodiversity or 
culture and heritage. (APP’s: 4a, b & c, 8a & b, 15a, 16a & b, 17a, b & c)

N.B. Specific Action Plan Points (APP’s) are shown after each policy. For a full list refer to
pgs 57 to 64.

The Future

Proposed policies
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New woodland

Broadleaved woodland

Somerset’s native broadleaved woodland forms the characteristic woodland type in the
County. It’s high wildlife value also makes it the preferred type for establishment.

In keeping with the character of much of the Somerset landscape, small and medium
scale new woodlands are preferred to large-scale forestry. Small-scale woodlands help to
provide the appearance of a wooded landscape whilst retaining the historic field pattern of
the County.

The Forestry Commission’s recently revised scoring system for new planting tends to
favour woodlands of over 3.0 ha in size. The Woodland Strategy will seek to address the
reduced availability of grant aid for planting woodlands of less than 1.0ha, which are
particularly important in Somerset’s landscape and is a scale of planting which appeals to
many landowners.

Quantocks AONB broadleaved woodland ©QA

Coniferous woodland planting

Conifer plantations have a higher rate of growth than broadleaves, which gives them a
quicker return, and provides the majority of timber used in this country today. These
qualities makes them very attractive to many owners. They also give diversity of habitat,
increase shelter for wildlife and facilitate farming and shooting purposes. Careful choice of
species and design can make conifers acceptable in a range of landscapes, either as a
mix of coniferous species or particularly in mixture with broadleaves, though there will
always be those landscapes where only pure broadleaves are appropriate. This strategy
will therefore encourage the planting of species appropriate to the particular landscape,
generally favouring native broadleaves, but accepting that conifers could be appropriate in
some locations. There is little pressure for new coniferous planting in Somerset at present.

Long-eared owl
Coniferous woodland in the Quantocks
Hills AONB ©QA
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1 Includes Hazel Manor Farm (a large scheme in the Mendips)
2 Includes Exmoor (has special funding for woodlands)

Target for new woodland cover

In the County Council’s Local Agenda 21 document a target was set to increase the area 
of broadleaved woodland by 70% between 1999 and 2015. This is now considered an
unrealistic target in view of the much slower rate of increase in the first three years of 
that period and the fact that Government funding is not sufficient to grant aid such an
increased rate of planting. A revised target of 14.2 % increase over the period to 2025
is therefore proposed which would increase the woodland cover in Somerset to
approximately 8.0%. This would be nearer to the National English average of 11% and
would link in well with a Forestry Commission study conducted in 2009 that proposed
increasing woodland cover in Britain to 16% over the next 40 years.'

This revised target is more realistic but is still ambitious and cannot be met from the
resources that are currently available from the Forestry Commission and other grant aid
sources. Over the past 6 years an average of less than 100 ha of new woodland have been
planted in Somerset while 162 ha will be required per year if the target of 8% coverage is
to achieved in 20 years. Possible ways of addressing this shortfall will be identified in the
Action Plan.

Planting 
Year Ending

MDCI SDC SSDC TDBC WSDC2 TOTAL

1997 7.03 2.2 28.1 7.78 8.15 53.26

1998 26.72 3.1 9.73 13.7 7.59 60.84

1999 9.13 6.13 9.96 23.01 13.63 61.86

2000 196.31 11.6 11.73 15.3 234.93

2001 6.4 1.3 17.2 8.07 5.31 38.28

2002 15.6 7.17 12.06 14.64 63.64 113.11

2003 19.31 13.94 37.34 13.47 48.61 132.67

2004 39.26 7.1 54.01 7.27 25.46 133.1

2005 19.36 0 8.13 4.4 10.1 41.99

2006 49.44 1.88 13.7 7.78 30.28 103.08

2007 20.56 1.32 21.54 0.82 12.63 56.87

2008 
(up until and

including May)
7.22 14.17 14.71 7.56 5.33 48.99

Total ha’s 416.33 69.91 238.21 108.5 246.032 1078.98

Fig 21 Woodland planted with grant aid from Forestry Commission

Will woodlands – a large area of new planting in Mendip ©SCC

"...a Forestry Commission study conducted in 2009 proposed
increasing woodland cover in Britain to 16% over the next 40 years." 
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Areas preferred for new woodland
The areas where new planting is preferred are identified in the individual proposals in the
text for the 26 landscape character areas (see appendix 3).

The preferred areas for new woodland are those where it will link strongly to the existing
landscape character and create a better structure for degraded landscapes. They include
areas of fairly intensive agriculture where hedgerow loss has been greatest in the past and
those areas where elm hedgerows predominated and most hedgerow trees have been lost
to Dutch elm disease. Exmoor National Park and AONB Management Plans provide
guidelines for woodland planting which take into account local landscape character.

Areas near centres of population will also tend to be favoured for planting (see Section 3.5
Community Woodland).

Other preferred areas include those where there is a reasonable proportion of semi natural
woodland and where belts of new woodland linking the existing woods would be beneficial
to nature conservation because they form wildlife corridors. New woodland, in areas of
existing high biodiversity value, need to be considered with care. A mosaic of woodland,
grassland, wetland etc. is preferable to a blanket extension of new planting next to existing
woodland. The South West Nature map provides an indication of where is desirable from a
nature conservation viewpoint.

Saltlands Community Woodland in Bridgwater ©SCC

Areas unsuitable for woodland

There is only a relatively small proportion of the County where new woodland would not be
appropriate. Built up urban areas are generally classified as unsuitable. However trees in
urban areas have a role in water resource management as well as amenity value and trees
still need to be encouraged. Other areas include parts of the upland regions of the
Quantocks and Mendips AONB’s, the coastal edge of the Parrett estuary and the more
open areas of the Levels and Moors, particularly those designated as SSSI sites. 

All non-woodland SSSI’s, NNR’s and Local Wildlife Sites will generally be unsuitable for
new woodland. Natural England’s view on applications in the first two of these categories is
crucial. Thus the unsuitable areas tend to be a matrix of relatively small sites rather than
whole landscape character areas.

The mix of open moorland adjacent to wooded hilly slopes is a key feature of the Levels
and Moors and is a major determinant of their value both in landscape and nature
conservation terms. Retaining and increasing this mix of habitats while retaining the key
landscape features is one of the challenges of this strategy.

Tealham Moor ©FWAGWest Sedge Lapwing ©FWAG
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Community woodlands

Providing woodlands near to centres of population in both towns and villages, to create
public access and recreation open space, is a major theme of this Somerset Woodland
Strategy. The towns, which are considered to potentially benefit most from easily
accessible community woodland, are referred to in the character area analysis. 

It is considered important by local authorities that all communities above perhaps 1000
population should be encouraged to develop local community woodland as a long-term
amenity, recreational and educational resource. Some communities in Somerset such as
Norton-sub-Hamdon West Coker and South Petherton have already established
community woodlands and many other villages could benefit from their experience.

This desire to see local communities provided with more woodland on their doorstep is one
that tends to be shared by the public. A Public Opinion of Forestry survey carried out by
the Forestry Commission in 2009 revealed that at least 90% of the public value woodlands
for being ‘places for wildlife’, and as ‘places where people can relax and de-stress.’ 

Local residents and children helping to
plant community Woodland at Low Ham
©SCC

Ansford community woodland planting
©LUCY MORTER

Low Ham community woodland, 
5 years after the planting ©SCC

Herne Hill Town Council owned
woodland, Ilminster ©JW

An equally high percentage (91%) of respondents agreed that a lot more trees should be
planted. With 70% of respondents having visited a woodland or forest in the last few years
it would appear that this is a resource very much in demand by today’s society.

Community woodland projects have the potential to engage the local community, provide
better public access bring nature conservation benefits, in its broadest sense, provide an
educational resource for local schools as well as providing all the other benefits of
woodland. Local Plan policies can help to secure community woodland as part of an
overall plan for development areas.

Trying to create community woodlands on the edge of towns and villages can be a difficult
task, as owners here will often have an inflated idea of the value of their land. Special
measures may be needed if community woodlands are to be created in locations suitable
for their purpose. Community woodlands could be owned by Town or Parish Councils or 
be owned by the District/County Council with a local management agreement.

"91% of respondents agreed that a lot more trees should be planted."
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Conservation value of new woodland planting

New woodlands will not replicate the value of existing ancient woodlands, but they will
have a significant value for nature conservation. New woodland can create a corridor for
wildlife to move between existing habitats, whether woodland, species rich grassland or
other habitat. Woodland birds that have declined in the south west will particularly benefit
from new woodland habitat.

New woodland area is a habitat that is virtually chemical free after the first three years. It
will also remains relatively undisturbed, sheltered and will develop its own ground flora,
insect, mammal and bird populations. The varieties of flora and fauna which new
woodland provide a cover and feeding grounds for may only be relatively common species
but in an environment where even common species are becoming more scarce new
woodland refuge has significant value.

The choice of species and structure, including open ground, are important factors in the
conservation value of new woodland. Species choice and mix compatible with local
woodland ecology will enhance the wildlife value. Trees and shrubs that have a local
provenance will be of greater conservation value than stock imported from other parts of
the country.

Natural regeneration of woodlands is an
alternative to planting and this will be an
appropriate method of restocking parts of
existing woodlands that will have
conservation benefits.

Where new woodland is created on
intensively farmed land the result is lower
chemical inputs and a reduced risk of water
runoff and soil erosion.

Oak regeneration ©FWAG

Woodland establishment to reduce soil erosion,
run-off and flooding

Existing woodland grant schemes favour/promote planting of areas for timber production,
landscape and biodiversity reasons. Sites suitable for these purposes tend to be different
in their nature to those where planting would bring wider community benefit through
reducing rainfall run off. This particularly applies to areas of sloping land or on soils which
are either vulnerable to erosion or impermeable, or areas in the floodplain. Water resource
(flood) management is a significant local problem to Somerset. A study carried out in 2004
at Pontbren in Wales concluded that planting with woodland can increase infiltration by 60
times more than grassland. The criterion used to assess woodland planting schemes
under the recently introduced England Woodland Grant Scheme includes some of these
flood control issues. Woodland establishment in flood plains can also help with flood
alleviation if carefully targeted. The Somerset Wildlife Trust’s proposals in the Tone Valley
are a good example.

New floodplain tree planting ©FWAGSunset over the levels
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Small woods and hedgerow trees

Hedgerow trees are a key component of the Somerset landscape. There is a continuing
need for the establishment of small copses and hedgerow trees through grants from
schemes such as DEFRA’s Stewardship schemes and the Somerset Landscape Scheme.
Higher Level Environmental Stewardship is increasingly linked to biodiversity issues and
present guidance targets most of the new resources available each year to SSSIs. If more
resources are to be available through Stewardship then some of these should be made
available for landscape restoration and improvement, as was the original intention of the
scheme. Some (though not all) Forestry Commission grants are targeted towards larger
woodlands of over 3 ha’s, so there is an even greater need to ensure that funds are
available to encourage the small copses which the 1998 survey identifies as such a key
element of the Somerset countryside.

Hedgerow oaks ©FWAGHedgerow tree on arable landscape ©FWAG       

Historical landscape – 
more detailed character issues

The Strategy will not define in detail those areas of the inland moors where woodland
would be discouraged. The policy does not apply to whole character areas or to whole
individual moors or upland plateaux. It is instead intended as a guideline to retain and
increase the contrasts between open areas and enclosed areas, which already exist within
certain character areas. Some moors, Tadham moor for example, have a very distinct open
central area where wetland grazing is the priority and there are almost no trees or
hedgerows but a bushy edge to the moor where overgrown hedgerows and shelter belts
give a more enclosed character. This contrast should be retained and strengthened.

Whether any woodland planting is appropriate in the coastal levels West of Brent Knoll is
an issue for the strategy. Historically there would have been very few trees in this
landscape and keeping areas open to retain that character is valid, but there are
opportunities to use trees to create a better structure to the landscape. Trees could also
help screen some of the unsightly development which is occurring, especially along the
main roads and on the edges of the coastal strip.

Woodland on the peat soils of the moors is another issue, which raises both archaeological
and hydrological concerns. The possible reduction of the water table and damage to
artefacts preserved in peat soils are certainly concerns that need to be taken into
consideration, but some parts of these areas were covered for centuries in alder/carr
woodland and this is a part of the natural succession that has helped create this special
environment. Large areas were wet woodland until quite recently when they were cleared
for peat extraction. There is a need to take all these factors into account when proposals
for individual sites are considered.

Historic landscapes are also important throughout the County, particularly in protected
landscapes covered by Exmoor and AONB Management Plans. The specific policies they
include to protect these landscapes will likely take preference over this more general
countryside strategy.

Changes within historic parks and gardens are particularly sensitive and reference should
be made to the English Heritage Register. Consultation with interested bodies is necessary.



Flooded trees, West Sedgemoor ©NE
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The role of woodland in climate change

Trees are most valuable in mitigating against and adapting to the impacts of our changing
climate. They are able to stabilise soils therefore preventing erosion, whilst also up taking
water in order to prevent and reduce flooding. The timber produced from trees can lock
up carbon in sustainable construction and provide us with a fuel supply that is close to
being carbon neutral. 

Woodland has an important role to play in helping sensitive species adapt to climate
change. Trees naturally provide habitat for wildlife and can support high levels of
biodiversity within and across each of its stratified layers; conditions provided by each of
these layers are diverse and can provide variation in conditions making each layer a
suitable habitat for specific types of wildlife. The dormouse is a good example of a species
that has specific habitat requirements (dense shrubby undergrowth) without which it will
not survive. There is a need to work with natural processes within woodland regeneration
to enable both flora and fauna to adapt.

Somerset County Council is committed through its Climate Change Strategy to work
towards a reduction in carbon emissions. Woodland does not reduce carbon emissions,
but it is able to play a major role in carbon sequestration. The use of timber as a substitute
for metal, concrete or plastic reduces the carbon footprint of construction projects
significantly, and its’ use should therefore be widely promoted by all the authorities in
Somerset. Woodland establishment, management and woodland related industry within
Somerset must adapt to climate change, with long term commitment to increasing
woodland cover.

Somerset has one of the best climates in the UK for growing good quality timber. Where
forest management is certified, timber produce used in the construction industry has
‘Environmental Profiles which can contribute to achieving higher Green Guide ratings and
higher star ratings in the Code for Sustainable Homes’ (Wood for Good Undated). ‘Wood
has the best thermal insulation properties of any mainstream construction material’. 
This reduces the energy requirements of buildings and in turn the carbon emissions from
energy production.

Fig 22  The role of each tree in climate change, Forestry Commission (2008)
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Mitigation (NI 186)
Woodland has a role to play both in mitigating and adapting to climate change. 
Trees play a major role in carbon sequestration and replenishing the oxygen supply to the
atmosphere. When trees are felled for timber, the carbon remains locked up, often for
decades. In addition, by growing at a fast rate during their early life, the newly planted
replacement trees will sequester carbon more quickly than the older felled trees had been
able to.

It has been estimated that 5 ha’s of new woodland equates to the carbon uptake of one
person’s car use in a lifetime. An expansion of woodland in suitable locations is therefore
desirable on these grounds alone especially when England, and Somerset in particular,
has such a low percentage woodland cover compared to the rest of Europe.

Woodland does of course offer a wide range of semi permanent habitats for wildlife and in
that sense assists in reducing the negative impact of climate change on biodiversity.

The Somerset County Council Climate Change Strategy aims to achieve a reduction in
carbon emissions of 30% by 2015 relative to the 2008 baseline emissions. Woodland
initiatives will help to achieve this target.

New woodland planting ©FWAG

Adaptation (NI 188)

Research is currently being carried out to establish a range of ways in which woodland
management can adapt to the likely effects of climate change. Measures suggested so far
include; - Planting woodland with at least three main species rather than single species
stands and widening the genetic base by use of provenance of both local origin and seed
from drier but similar sites. Pedunculate oak is predicted to become a more suitable
species in some areas, instead of beech for example, in view of its deeper rooting habit
and resilience to drier summers, while aspect will become more critical to species choice.

In view of shorter planting seasons use of containerised stock will need to be considered
more often. There will be a need to promote the creation of woodland adjacent to existing
ancient woodland to form a buffer to these important sites. It will also be important to
promote the creation of woodland on parts of river catchments, which will reduce rainfall
runoff and soil erosion. This will include steeper valley sides in the upper catchment and
floodplain woodland in selected areas in the lower catchment to reduce peak flows.

Biomass production

Somerset has a clear opportunity to contribute on a local level to meet local, regional,
national and international objectives. The government’s energy white paper proposes a
national target for the United Kingdom to obtain 10% of the electricity it uses through
renewable sources by 2010 and then 20% by 2020. The South West Regional
Development Agency has produced the South West Renewable Energy Strategy (SWRES)
fully committing the region to progress with the challenge. It commits the South West
Region to achieving 11-15% of its energy consumption from renewable sources by 2010. 
The Forestry Commission is taking a lead role in promoting wood fuel in England.

Somerset is favourably located geographically, which has given rise to several potential
areas of strength.  Good practice is illustrated by having wood fuel sources that can be
processed efficiently and used within the local area to produce energy for heat, power and
electricity generation.

• Somerset is located in the centre of the South West Region, the best climate in the 
United Kingdom for growing trees i.e. Relatively high rainfall and little exposed 
coastline (SWRES)   (continued over page)
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Biomass production (cont.)

• Wood based Biofuel initiatives would tie in well with Somerset’s target to increase 
woodland cover by 14.2% of its current area. 

• The County has regional expertise in wood energy, an active woodland sector and a 
skilled workforce. The region’s economy could be boosted by the renewable energy 
sector (A Framework for Wood Fuel in the Southwest)

Somerset has the opportunity to expand its involvement within the wood fuel part of the
renewable energy sector by increasing its contribution to all three stages (Production of
energy crops / timber, processing into bio fuel, and consumption of local produce). If these
three stages are able to thrive then economy can be boosted efficiently because revenue
remains within the local area and transport costs are minimised.

There are also a number of further processing and recycling industries present within
Somerset that produce and or accumulate a large quantity of waste wood. It is important
that these extremely important and valuable co-products reach suitable markets as an
alternative to reaching landfill sites.

There are 3 main marketable products that can be generated
from woodlands:

Logs

This is the cheapest product to produce, mainly arising from the arboricultural sector, but
significant quantities arise from small-scale forestry thinning operations. These are the raw
stems and thick branch material from trees that are cross cut into moveable sections and
left under cover to dry. The product is then cross cut into smaller rings, split and sold in a
number of different quantities to the local firewood market. Wood burning stoves are
increasingly popular and boilers can be fitted to heat water, which can then be heated for
use around the home.

Collecting timber - part of woodland management ©FC & NE

Processing the resource - Adding Value

Wood Fuel ©FC
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Woodchip

Woodchip can be produced using co-products from the arboricultural, forestry and further
processing industries. Wood chip is easy to handle and can be transported, dried and
used efficiently. There are European standards for the production of woodchip, and
industries in Somerset need to be supported and helped to achieve required standards
thus adding value to the product. With the potential development of the wood fuel market,
it is increasingly important that wood chip is recognised as a forestry product, and not
simply a waste material. 

Pellets

Pellets can be produced using dry sawdust that is produced as a result of processing 
dry wood into timber products, or by using ground unwanted slab wood or Miscanthus.
This co-product is compressed under high pressure into a dense wood chip with a high
calorific value. The fact that it’s compact makes it easy to transport and convey into 
small-scale boilers for heat production. There are also European standards for pellet
production, and these maximise the value of the product.

The wood fuel market

If Somerset is going to maximise the benefit from these local resources, it is desirable that
the whole cycle remains local, within or close to Somerset from beginning to end. This
reduces the distance that the fuel needs to be transported, therefore making a
contribution to reduce the use of non-renewable energy resources. There are also benefits
felt to the local economy as the exchange of finance takes place within the county. With
reduced transport required throughout the whole process, overall fuel costs will be
significantly lower.

The most sustainable opportunity for Somerset to utilise this resource is to invest in small-
scale localised heat and energy production. There are currently several examples of this
occurring within Somerset and these have proven extremely successful.

Wood fuelled boilers become most efficient when used to provide the base load heat for
buildings that require a constant source of heat 24 hours a day. Somerset County Council
has opportunities to encourage and support the adoption of wood fuel by adapting the
heating system in key buildings.

Short rotation coppice

At a first glance Somerset, with its large areas of low wetland, could be considered an ideal
candidate for biomass production, particularly short rotation willow coppice (SRC). On
closer inspection the extent of nature conservation interests, particularly in the levels and
moors means that large scale planting of SRC here would be problematic and undesirable.
There is however scope for SRC to be carried out sensitively and from a small to medium
scale, This would preferably be related to small-scale wood fuel users. Grant aid currently
available from Government is geared to large-scale power generation with all its attendant
problems and there is a real need for the grant regime to be adjusted to suit small-scale,
locally based wood fuel projects.

There are a variety of tree species suitable for use in the production of wood fuel; the main
species that apply to Somerset are Willow and Poplar. Recent research indicates that the
process of Short Rotation Forestry would be more economical and could offer better long-
term benefits in terms of carbon sequestration and biodiversity.

Pellets ©WFGWoodchip ©FC
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Miscanthus in August ©FWAG

Miscanthus - distant view in landscape ©JW

Miscanthus being harvested in February ©FWAG

Miscanthus

Miscanthus (often referred to as elephant grass) is already
being grown at a number of locations in the County and it
is likely that there will be pressure for this crop to expand.
The crop is cut annually and used for livestock bedding or
as a source of biomass for energy generation. There has
been a recent rapid expansion in the planting of this crop
in Somerset but in many cases miscanthus is grown to
produce Rhizomes, which are then transferred to other
sites across the country for more permanent
establishment. Deep cultivation here can be a threat to
archaeology.

There is currently no power plant in the Somerset area
that can use miscanthus for energy production, but plans
for a large bio fuel plant at Charltons near Radstock could
change this. Miscanthus  is not a woodland crop, but its
establishment often raises some of the same issues as
newly established woodland, particularly the potential
conflict with nature conservation and landscape
considerations. The areas identified as being unsuitable or
sensitive for new woodland will also tend to apply to
miscanthus and as the crop brings few nature
conservation benefits the areas considered suitable could
be more restricted. Growth of this crop should therefore
be discouraged in protected landscapes. There is also
concern about the production of biofuels amongst
ecologists in view of their impact on biodiversity.

There can be conflict between miscanthus and public
access, with the crop sometimes obstructing paths and
ruining views from them. Consideration always needs to
be given to how miscanthus may affect public rights of
way when it comes to establishing a new crop.



Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

1. New planting and management 
proposals may impact on nature 
conservation, archaeology, historic
and or landscape character 
interests i.e. Ancient woodland is 
an example of a particularly 
sensitive habitat that could 
potentially be damaged.

Carefully consider each proposal in
sensitive landscape areas (i.e. those
with nature conservation,
archaeological, historic and landscape
character significance) to ensure that
any new woodland planting is
compatible with these.

a. Work with the FC to discourage 
woodland planting in very sensitive
landscapes.

b. Encourage FC to enter a Service 
Level Agreement with SERC.

c. Protect ancient woodland in 
Somerset.

d. Check heritage listings on SCC 
database.

AONB’s
District Councils
Forestry Commission
FWAG
National Trust
Natural England
Private Landowners
RSPB
SCC
SERC
SWT
Woodland Trust

SCC needs to encourage a joined up
approach and a balanced view
between all partners concerned with
woodland management and
establishment.

Policies need to be in place to protect
ancient woodland & influence its
appropriate management through
consultation with FC, and importantly,
through the planning process in the
County and Districts.

2. Ancient Semi-natural Woodlands, 
which are important in terms of 
their biodiversity, history and 
landscape value may be in need 
of careful management.

To encourage appropriate
management of existing
woodlands in the county to
benefit biodiversity.
To address issues such as the
excessive wild deer and
squirrel populations in certain
locations.

a. FC is fully signed up to the BAP 
process and the 2005 South West 
Regional Woodland and Forestry 
Framework puts additional 
emphasis on management of 
existing woodlands for biodiversity.

b. Encourage coordinated 
management.

c. Raise awareness of changes in 
legislation.

d. Control and removal of invasive 
species, pests and diseases.

AONB’s
Deer Initiative
ENPA
Forestry Commission
FWAG
Natural England
Private Landowners

Protect ancient woodland in Somerset
from development and work with the
Forestry Commission to discourage
inappropriate management.

Ensure appropriate management of
woodlands in SCC ownership – both
Countryside Amenity Estate and
County Farms.

Generating awareness and providing
advice, guidance and funding where
appropriate.
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This Woodland Strategy for Somerset has been
heavily influenced by strategies both at national
and regional levels. 

At national level sits DEFRA’s Strategy for
England’s Trees, Woods and Forests (SETWF), which was informed by the nine regional forestry
frameworks including the Regional Forestry Framework for the South West. Its subsequent delivery
plan, produced by Forestry Commission, Natural England and other key organisations identifies
actions as most appropriate and effective at national level. These have been most useful in informing
the Somerset Woodland Strategy Action Plan and coordinating local delivery.

Analysis of Somerset’s Woodland Resource  Nature Conservation

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 2.3, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 5.1, 5.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.3, 1.5, NE 3.1, 3.5, 3.6

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 4.1
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.3, 1.4 NE 3.1, 3.2

The Action Plan also aims to address regional and local issues and thus refers to the South West
Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12. This is a document that
provides a quick reference guide to the priority activities to be carried out by stakeholders in the
South West in partnership over the next three years to further the aims and objectives of the
Regional Framework.

A full list of the national level delivery actions from the Delivery Plan for England’s Trees, Woods and
Forests 2008-20012 can be found at: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/etwf

A list of the delivery actions from the South West Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework 2009-12
can be found at: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/southwest-rwff

Action Plan
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Analysis of Somerset’s Woodland Resource  Nature Conservation

Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

3. Woodland Birds are declining in the 
South West faster than elsewhere in 
the country.

Encouragement of sustainable woodland
management and creation of new
woodland is required to increase viable
woodland bird habitat.

a. Promote adoption of woodland 
certification in Somerset (As Exmoor 
Woodcert).

b. Implementation of BAPs for woodland.
c. Monitor changes in the regional 

woodland bird index.

AONB’s
District Councils
ENPA
Forestry Commission
FWAG
National Trust
Private Landowners
RSPB
SCC
SERC

Implement sustainable woodland
management of SCC owned woodland
Local Wildlife Sites, including the use of
BAPs.

Partnership working with outlined parties to
provide advice.

Provide funding through SLS small woods
management grant.

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 4.1, 4.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.3, 1.4 NE 3.1, 3.3

Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

4. Parkland and Wood Pasture (PWP) 
with Veteran Trees (VT) of regional and
national importance need protection 
and maintenance.

To encourage protection and appropriate
management of VTs.

Address the issue of replacement of VTs for
the future.

Encourage local surveys and promote use
of Woodland Trust ancient tree website
recording.

a. Establish the extent of PWP and VTs 
through aerial photos and field survey.

b. Minimise destruction of VTs through 
the planning process.

c. Encourage appropriate management of
VTs through use of HLS and SLS.

d. Conduct survey for bats in VTs.

AONBs
DEFRA
District Councils
ENPA
FWAG
National Trust
SCC
SERC
Somerset Bat Group
Woodland Trust

Support local BAPs which refer to
management of PWP and VTs.

Support the work of SERC which includes
VTs survey.

Encourage landowners with VTs to manage
them appropriately and plant replacements
through SLS.

5. Protection of some 20,000 historic and
archaeological sites in Somerset.

To protect historic and archaeological sites
when planting or felling in woodlands or
changing access arrangements.

a. To consult SCC or Exmoor National 
Park and AONBs on proposals.

AONBs
ENPA
SCC

Ensure consultation occurs with Historic
Environment Service and key partners.

Culture and Heritage Archaeology and the Historic Landscape

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: SR 1.1, 2.5, 3.1 CC 2.1, 2.2 NE 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 2.7, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 QC 1.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.6, 1.7, NE 3.4

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 1.1, 2.7, 5.2, 5.4
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.5
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Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

6. Approximately 50% of Somerset’s 
Woodland is privately owned. 
Residents living in a number of large 
villages and towns have relatively little 
public access to local woodlands. 
There is scope for more public access 
to woodlands in some parts of the 
County.

To encourage the creation of access
through woodland but with appropriate
controls over which woodlands are used for
more public access. This ties in with the
aims of the SCC Rights of Way
Improvement Plan.

a. Provide advice on grants and funding 
available for creation and maintenance
of public access throughout woodland 
in Somerset.

b. Explore provision of management of 
woodland access over SCC Amenity 
Estate and Farm Estate

ENPA 
FC 
FWAG 
National Trust 
Private Landowners 
SCC 
Woodland Trust

Maintain current levels of public access on
SCC Estate and extend where possible.

Provide advice on FC EWGS
Woodland Improvement Grant provision.

Encourage owners of appropriate land to
consider establishing permissive public
access.

7. Many of Somerset’s towns and large 
villages have little woodland or open 
spaces within easy walking distance, 
which means that residents are denied
the health and social benefits 
associated with them.

To encourage public access to woodlands
by providing new community woodlands
for all towns and large villages in the
County where a need is identified.

a. Encourage appropriate towns/ parishes
in a joint approach with the 
County/District Councils to develop 
community woodlands near them.

b. Encourage Districts to include 
development of community woodlands
on the edge of towns in Greenspace 
Strategies.

c. Aim to establish at least 3 new 
community woodlands each year near 
key settlements

District/Town/Parish Councils and local tree
wardens
Forestry Commission.
National Trust
Natural England
SCC
WAVE (EU Project)
Somerset Wildlife Trust
Woodland Trust

The County already owns a number of
community woodlands and is well placed
to assist local communities to establish
new woodland areas where a local need is
established.

The County and District Councils have the
expertise to provide technical advice on
woodland creation, to secure external
funding and to provide suitable sites. This
ties in with the aims of the SCC Rights of
Way Improvement plan.

Ensure action 7C is achieved

8. Due to modern agricultural practises 
and widespread losses from Dutch elm
disease Somerset’s hedgerow trees, 
which are of enormous importance in 
landscape and nature conservation 
terms, have been depleted. 
Hedgerows are currently more often 
lost through poor management than 
through removal.

While hedgerows themselves are now
protected there is a need to ensure that a
new generation of hedgerow trees is
established to replace the visually
prominent but aging stock. Encourage the
sustainable management of hedgerows by
traditional laying and planting new native
hedges in suitable locations.

a. To pursue policies that will conserve 
and enhance the significant hedgerow 
tree population in Somerset.

b. Continue to encourage establishment 
of hedges and hedgerow trees through
grants from schemes such as DEFRAs 
ESS and SCCs SLS.

AONBs
DEFRA
District Councils
FWAG
Natural England
Private landowners
Somerset Hedge Group
The Blackdown Hills Hedge Association

Somerset County Council actively
encourages land managers to restore
Somerset’s hedgerows, manage hedgerow
trees and to create new hedgerows in
appropriate areas. Grants are offered
through the Somerset Landscape Scheme,
which enables land managers to obtain
funding and advice on the sustainable
management of hedgerows and hedgerow
trees.

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: SR 4.1 NE 2.7, QC 2.2 QL 3.4 and ROW Improvement Plan 4.13
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: NE 3.7, QL 4.4, 4.5, BM 5.5

Culture and Heritage Archaeology and the Historic Landscape

©VS

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: SR 1.3, 2.1, 2.5, 3.4, 4.6, 5.1 NE 2.7 QL 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.2 BM 3.1 and ROW Improvement Plan 4.13
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: NE 3.6, 3.7, QL 4.4, 4.5

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: SR1.4, 2.5, CC2.1, and NE2.2.
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: CC 2.3
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Management and Wood Products  The Need for Management

Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

9. Non-native invasive species such as 
Rhododendron Ponticum and Cherry
Laurel are invading areas of 
Somerset’s native woodland. These 
species can change the conditions of
soil and shade ground flora 
preventing the growth and survival of
native species. 

To promote and continue to fund
sustainable woodland management,
including the control and removal of 
non-native species.

a. Provide advice on woodland 
management.

b. Use the sustainable management of 
SCC owned estate as an example.

c. Provide funding and advice on 
woodland management grants 
schemes provided through SLS/EWGS.

AONBs
District Councils
ENPA
FC
FWAG
National Trust
Private Landowners
SCC
Somerset Wildlife Trust

Support local BAPs.

Promote woodland certification.

Promote appropriate management of SCC
owned estate.

Provide funding through SLS small woods
management grant.

10. Populations of wild deer and the 
non-native grey squirrel have 
increased to a level that is having a 
negative impact on the landscape, 
on timber production and 
biodiversity. 

To establish and promote sensitive
landscape scale deer management to
create a healthy population of wild deer
managed in a way that maintains a good
level of biodiversity and supports the local
economy.

To advise on and support management of
the grey squirrel population.

a. Work with The Deer Initiative, FC, 
ENPA and AONB’s to promote 
landscape scale deer management.

b. Provide advice on the sensitive 
management of grey squirrel 
population in Somerset’s woodlands.

AONBs
Deer Initiative
District Councils
ENPA
Forestry Commission
FWAG
National Trust
SCC

Manage populations of wild deer, and grey
squirrels on SCC owned estate as an
example of best practise to private
landowners.

Promote future landscape scale deer
management initiatives through website.

11. A large proportion of Somerset’s 
woodland is currently unmanaged 
and its biodiversity would benefit 
from restoration and planned 
sustainable management.

To encourage woodland owners to bring
appropriate areas of woodland under
sustainable management to provide
harvestable timber and protect the
woodland resource for future generations.

a. Provide advice and grants for 
sustainable woodland management 
through the SLS.

b. Promote the FC’s Biodiversity 
Woodland Improvement Grant 
(increased to 80% in August 2009).

c. Promote woodland management 
certification through the website.

AONB’s
District Councils
ENPA
Forestry Commission
FWAG
SCC

Continue to promote and deliver
SLS woodland management grants.

Provide advice on appropriate grants
through SCC’s website.

Promote FC grant schemes aimed at
improving biodiversity.

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: SR 1.3, 3.3, 3.4, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 CC 2.2 NE 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 4.1 BM 2.2, 2.3, 2.4
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.2, 1.3, NE 3.1, 3.5

These actions contributes to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.2, NE 3.5, BM 5.5

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 2.1, 2.3, 2.5, 3.2, 4.1 BM 2.3, 4.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.2
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Management and Wood Products  Managing woodland for wood products

Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

12. The Somerset willow industry has a 
relatively small area of willow 
growing, which provides significant 
numbers of jobs.

Willow pollards, a key landscape 
feature in Somerset, are under threat 

To encourage a continued thriving willow
growing and processing industry in
Somerset.

Aim to retain willow pollards as a
characteristic feature of the Somerset
Level’s and Moors

a. Encourage the willow industry and the 
associated rural job creation.

b. Provide grants for pollarding willows on
watercourses.

FWAG
Private landowners
SCC
Somerset willow growers

To promote local willow products and
outlets as a part of tourism in
Somerset.

To lobby for increased assistance for
establishment of withy beds. 

Continue to provide grants for pollarding
willows through the SLS.

13. A large quantity of woodland in 
Somerset is unmanaged and in need 
of regular thinning. Biomass from 
these areas could potentially be 
harnessed as a woodfuel, the 
demand for which is the fastest 
growing market for low-grade timber. 
This could also help increase 
sustainable timber produced for local
further processing industries.

Promotion of timber production in
Somerset through increasing the use 
of biomass in appropriate areas, as 
well as the provision of advice on
opportunities to generate revenue 
from timber production.

a. Promote membership of FWAG who 
are able to provide advice on 
sustainable forest management.

b. Support the biomass markets to 
generate another outlet for low-grade 
timber produce.

c. Promote timber production to supply 
local further processing industry.

d. Carry out virgin wood fuel survey to 
assess potential for the development of
wood fuel heating in Somerset.

AONB’s
District Councils
ENPA
FC
Forum 21
FWAG
National Trust
Private Landowners
SCC

Website promotion of sustainable woodland
management, and funding through the
SLS.

Production of a Cricket Bat Willow
producer’s guide.

Promote biomass production and Biomass
boiler installations.

Promote FSC, UKWAS and
Exmoor Woodcert schemes through
website.

14. There is scope for expanding the role
of woodland as a source of raw 
material for a wide range of wood 
related products.

To create rural employment by stimulating
the market for woodland products in
Somerset by encouraging appropriate
woodland management, establishment and
associated training.

a. Explore establishment of a ‘Woodnet’ 
for woodland products in Somerset.

b. Encourage restoration of Plantations 
on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS).

c. Encourage woodland owners to leave a
proportion of dead wood for 
biodiversity and not use all for wood 
fuel.

AONB’s
ENPA
Forestry Commission
FWAG
National Trust
SCC
Woodland Trust

To promote the use of local wood products
for wood fuel and construction timber.

Specify local timber for SCC construction
projects and install wood fuel heating
systems.

Explore pilot projects in SCC woodlands.

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 2.3, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 5.1, 5.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.3, BM 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.9

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: SR 1.3, 3.3, 3.4, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 CC 2.2 NE 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 4.1 BM 2.2, 2.3, 2.4
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.3, BM 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.12

These actions do not contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points
These actions do not contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12:



62 ACTION PLAN

The Future  New Woodland

Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

15. Somerset has a low percentage 
woodland cover, with much of it 
concentrated in specific areas such as
Exmoor, Blackdowns, Mendip and 
Quantocks. This leaves other parts of 
the county with an even more limited 
woodland cover (Sedgemoor and 
South Somerset only have between 
4 - 5% cover). These parts of the 
county have landscapes with a lack of 
structure, scattered ancient woodlands
with no buffering little woodlands for 
community access.

There is a need to increase the area of
woodland cover to improve the landscape,
benefit biodiversity, provide community
access and tackle climate change. There is
a particular need to establish more small
woodlands in parts of the county where
these are a key characteristic of the
landscape.

a. Increase numbers of small 
woodlands and hedgerow trees in 

areas of intensive farming.
b. Explore joint grant aid for smaller 

woodland planting with costs shared 
on partnership basis.

c. Continue to offer grants for small 
woodland planting (under 1ha) 
through the SLS.

d. Explore alternative funding to 
encourage landowners to plant small 
woodlands.

e. Identify special projects that will 
address issue 15.

AONBs
DEFRA
Districts Councils
Forestry Commission
FWAG
National Trust
Private Landowners
SCC
Woodland Trust

To work with the FC to increase the area of
woodland established under EWGS and
particularly to encourage the planting of
more small woodlands.

To lobby DEFRA to include small woodland
establishment as a more significant element
of Higher Level Stewardship.

Work with Districts to continue the SLS,
which provides a relatively simple method of
encouraging landowners to carry out small
tree planting schemes. 

Encourage partners to establish new
woodland to buffer ancient woodland within
Strategic Nature Areas.

Establish a network of new community
woodlands near settlements (see action 
7a-c)

Initiate projects that promote of woodland on
key sites to reduce run off and soil erosion
(see action 18a & b)

16. New development is threatening to 
impact on large areas of countryside. 
Where development is carefully 
planned this is an opportunity to 
increase the provision of Green 
Infrastructure in Somerset.

To make new woodland creation a key
element of development proposals.

Encourage new woodland planting on the
urban edge to help blend in new
development and provide open spaces for
recreation.

Greening Brownfield sites.

Encourage screening of industrial and other
unsightly uses.

a. Encourage Districts to include 
woodland in Green Infrastructure plans
as part of the Local Development 
Framework process.

b. Encourage provision of woodland in 
the planning gain package of 
measures required from developers 
particularly on larger development 
sites on the urban edge, making 
appropriate use of PPG 17 Section 
106.

AONBs
Developers
District/Town/Parish Councils
Natural England
Planning Authorities

The Woodland Strategy can be used to
help provide guidance for LDF policies on
woodland creation associated with new
development.

Encourage planning conditions to establish
Green Infrastructure as a part of the SCC
planning control function.

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 2.3, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 5.1, 5.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: NE 3.6, 3.7, BM 5.1

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: NE 2.3, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 5.1, 5.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: QL 4.1, 4.9, 4.12
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The Future  The Role of Woodland in Climate Change

Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

17. Climate change and the need to 
address this through both mitigation 
and adaptation. The impact that 
climate change is likely to have on 
tree species is hard to predict. Some 
are likely to respond badly while 
others will thrive and may become 
invasive. 

To use trees to mitigate and adapt to
climate change i.e. for carbon
sequestration and replenishing the oxygen
supply to the atmosphere, flood
amelioration, water purity and soil
stabilisation.

Build in adaptation rather than fighting
nature, by careful choice of species.

Aim to comply with Government targets NI
185 and 186.

a. Promote the establishment of larger 
areas of woodland, as a key part of 
Green Infrastructure plans for growth 
areas in the county. 

b. Promote the provision, protection and 
maintenance of urban trees in all 
Somerset towns.

c. Expand the area of woodland in 
Somerset, working with partners.

d. Assess trees at risk and the loss of 
significant trees on the landscape e.g. 
beech that will not survive climate 
change – plant with other species 
which are at their northern range in 
Britain.

AONBs
District Councils
Forestry Commission
Forum 21
FWAG
National Trust
Private landowners
South West Climate Change Impacts
Partnership
Woodland Trust

Promote an increase in Somerset’s
woodland area.

Grant aid private woodland and tree
planting.

Encourage tree planting by other
organisations to aid carbon sequestration.

Review the role of County Farms in relation
to climate change and woodland.

18. Somerset has large areas of 
low-lying land prone to flooding 
which is accentuated by large river 
catchments with a low level of 
woodland cover.

Bridgwater and Taunton are both 
threatened with flooding from the 
Rivers Parrett and Tone which have 
large catchments that are intensively 
farmed.

Use tree cover to help reduce soil erosion
and rainfall runoff, thus reducing peak
river flows and flooding i.e. more woodland
in the upper and middle catchments of the
Tone and Parrett would reduce runoff and
frequency of flooding.

a. Reduce water run-off and soil erosion 
on vulnerable soils in river catchments 
e.g. Parrett Catchment, by advising 
landowners, assisting planting 
additional tree cover on suitable sites 
and maintaining existing woodland 
sites.

b. Explore opportunities for short rotation 
forestry in areas set aside for flooding.

Environment Agency
Forestry Commission
FWAG
National Trust
Somerset Water Management Partnership
Somerset Wildlife Trust
WAVE (EU Project)
Woodland Trust

Explore ways in which planting, on the
types of sites which would improve water
resource management (flooding), can be
encouraged, both by joint working with the
FC and other means.

Seek ways to continue the PCP approach
to catchment woodland establishment.

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: CC1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 4.3, 4.4, 5.1, 5.3, NE 1.1
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: CC 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4 NE 3.6, QL 4.9, 4,12

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: CC 1.5.4, 2.1, 2.1, 3.3, NE 1.1, 1.2, QL 3.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.5, CC 2.3, 2.4, 2.6



Issue Objective Actions Identified Key Partner’s involved SCC’s role

19. The South West Renewable 
Energy Strategy fully commits the 
Southwest Region to achieving 
11-15% of its electricity 
consumption from renewable 
sources by 2010. It is proposed 
that wood fuel meets 8% of this 
15% target.

To encourage promotion of renewable fuels
and the use of sustainable timber in
construction.

Aim to comply with Government targets NI
185 and 186.

a. Increase Somerset’s production of 
energy crops/timber, processing 
into bio fuel, and consumption of 
local wood products. 

b. Encourage interest in small-scale 
localised heat and energy 
production.

c. Carry out waste wood survey to 
help assess potential for 
development of woodfuel heating 
in Somerset.

AONBs
DEFRA
District Councils
ENPA
Forestry Commission.
Fourm 21
FWAG
Housing Associations
SWRDA

Lead by example by installing wood fuel
heating systems in SCC properties.

Work in partnership with local stakeholders
to develop flagship projects and encourage
others to do likewise.

Explore the role of County Farms in
promoting wood fuel to meet the region’s
renewable targets.

20. Alternative land uses - 
Miscanthus (elephant grass) is 
already being grown at a number 
of locations in the County and 
there could be pressure to 
expand this, short rotation 
coppice and short rotation 
forestry considerably.

Advise landowners looking at alternative
uses for their land in terms of biomass fuel
e.g. short rotation coppice and
Miscanthus, whilst taking into account
their impact on the landscape and
biodiversity.

a. Assess the implications of biomass 
production and help identify those 
areas that are appropriate for 
these new land uses.

DEFRA
FWAG
NFU

To research and advise landowners on
appropriate alternative uses for their land
such as planting short rotation coppice and
short rotation forestry (e.g. willow) and
Miscanthus for biomass fuel and other
uses.

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: SR 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.4, CC 1.5, 3.2, 3.3, 4.3, 4.4, 5.3, NE 2.6, BM 1.3, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 4.2
These actions contribute to SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12: SR 1.6, CC 2.2, 2.4 BM 5.11, 5.12

These actions contribute to England’s Trees, Woods and Forests national delivery plan action points: SR 3.1, CC 4.2, 4.3, 4.4,
These actions don’t contribute to the SW Regional Woodland & Forestry Framework Implementation Plan 2009-12

64 ACTION PLAN

Key to Abbreviations in Table:
SR: Sustainable Resource

CC: Climate Change

NE: Natural Environment

QL: Quality of Life

BM: Business and Markets 

See Glossary for further abbreviations.

The Future  The Role of Woodland in Climate Change

Fig 23 Woodland Strategy Action Plan  
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The County Councils Direct Role

This section examines SCC’s proposed role and delivery initiatives, including links with
existing projects and work such as AONB Management Plans and other existing SCC
activities.

SCC Ownership

Keys aim include:

• Ensure appropriate management of woodlands in Somerset County Council’s ownership – both 
County Farms and Countryside Amenity Estate. Management under EWGS should be actively 
considered.

• Identify land in SCC ownership with preferred areas, which may be suitable for woodland planting to 
include all Department ownership – Education, County Farms, Environment etc.

• Review access to woodlands in SCC ownership with a few to making them more accessible where 
appropriate.

• Lead by example by installing wood fuel heating systems in SCC properties and by using local timber as 
a sustainable construction material where appropriate.

SCC Initiatives

The Promotion of Community Woodland

Encouraging the establishment of more community woodlands in easily accessible locations adjacent to the
towns and larger villages in Somerset is a role which the County Council can take on as a key outcome of
the Woodland Strategy. The Council already owns a number of community woodlands and is well placed to
assist local communities to establish new woodland areas in suitable locations where a local need is
established. Often working alongside  District Councils, the Council has the expertise to provide technical
advice on woodland creation, securing external funding, management of public access and in, some cases,
provision of land.

County Farm Estate ©SCC

Shepton Mallet woodland planting on Duchy of Cornwall land ©SCC
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The PCP approach – A case study of woodland to reduce erosion and runoff
The Parrett Catchment Project was a broad based partnership whose main objective was to improve the water resources management of the
catchment, to better manage the flooding of the area. The project applied an integrated approach to water resources management. One of the
aims of the PCP was to promote measures that will reduce runoff in the mid and upper catchment of the River Parrett (as it includes the River
Tone), which covers a large part of the County. 

Woodland cover is thought to provide a valuable multi-functional role in integrated catchment management. It contributes to reduced run off by
increasing soil moisture storage via increased infiltration as a result of improved soil structure. Studies at Pontbren in Wales show that woodland
allows 60 times more rainfall to penetrate the surface than adjacent grassland. Reduced run off also leads to a reduction in erosion and the
subsequent blockage of crucial drainage routes.

In the lower catchment, wet woodland is believed to provide a valuable role in slowing or reducing runoff. As such, wet woodland represents a
potential alternative crop for farmers whose land is subject to flooding. The PCP promoted this approach by establishing a series of small plots
in areas where woodland is believed to have a significant benefit in catchment management.

The project provided the opportunity to examine the Parrett catchment in some detail to establish where new woodland planting would be
desirable from the run off viewpoint. This involved analysis of soil types, slope and soil structure as well as biodiversity data and landscape
considerations. The project has provided useful information about how the approach can be applied where appropriate in other parts of the
County. 

Winter tree in flood Soils suspended in floodwater ©FWAGArable reversion to woodland on key catchment sites ©FWAG
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Appendix 1 - Key Strategic Links, Policies and Strategy

National Level

The England Forestry Strategy
This Strategy was produced by Government in 1998 and identified four key
programmes: -

• Forestry for rural development.

• Forestry for economic regeneration.

• Forestry for recreation, access and tourism.

• Forestry for the environment and conservation.

This Strategy builds on the previous document 'Sustainable Forestry: The UK
Programme' published in response to the commitments made regarding the
management of the world's forests made at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992.

Trees and woodlands are an important component of Great Britain’s landscape.
At present they cover just over 11.6 % of the land area (9 % of England) which
compares with the 31% cover in the European Union as a whole. The loss of
British woodland to agriculture, industry and settlements that had been
sustained throughout history, resulted in only 5% forest cover in 1919. Since
then successive governments have pursued a policy of forest expansion through
felling controls, planting incentives and afforestation by the Forestry
Commission. Today our expanding forest resource is required to fulfil a diverse
range of objectives, including timber production, landscape enhancement,
shelter, employment, wildlife conservation, public access, recreation, tourism,
farm diversification and education. Other agendas that have come to the fore
more recently are the role of woodland in renewable energy, sustainable
construction and promoting mental and physical health.

Regional Level
South West Regional Forestry Framework
This document sets out the Regional picture in the South West, which has 20% of 
all woodlands in England, covering some 212,000 ha’s, which is 9% of the land area. 
he Framework identifies the key issues and policies for woodlands in the South West which
include:

• The significance of woodland in influencing the Regional character areas, particularly the 
importance of small woodlands; there are 15,000 of less than 2 Ha.

• The need for more woodlands to be sustainably managed; over 60%of non FC woods have no 
formal management agreement and 50% are under managed.

• Climate change is a key cross cutting theme for woodlands; more management of 50% of SW 
woodlands (105,000 ha) would significantly improve carbon storage, sequestration and provide
substitutes for fossil fuels.

• There is considerable support from the public for woodland to be given priority; 80% said that 
woodlands were important to them or that they wanted to see more planted. (Agenda 21 survey
in Somerset in the year 2000)

• Woodlands could play an even greater part in the economy of the SW; more use of wood 
products, improved knowledge of the potential and more skills training.

• Making use of existing and new woodlands to provide recreation and health benefits 
for, both local residents and tourists; a major industry in the SW.

• Creating more new woodlands in selected areas; particularly to provide community
woodlands with public access and quality of life benefits.

• Protecting ancient woodlands, restoring those that have been replanted unsympathetically and 
managing woodlands for biodiversity; reversing the decline in woodland bird species. The 
Somerset Woodland Strategy attempts to reflect these Regional policies and adapt them to the 
circumstances that are more specific to the County.

The Somerset Woodland Strategy attempts to reflect these Regional policies and adapt 
them to the circumstances that are more specific to the County.

©JW



Organisations involved in the subject area, their role, responsibilities and current initiatives; 

The Forestry Commission
The Forestry Commission is the key Agency concerned with woodland issues. The FC
owns or leases extensive areas of woodland, which it manages through its agency Forest
Enterprise. Extensive areas of the woodland managed by FE reside in Somerset’s 4
AONB’s who are key partners in terms of access, landscape, nature conservation and
woodland products. FE are well placed to carry out exemplar projects to illustrate good
practise in sustainable woodland management such as the Neroche project in the
Blackdowns.

It essential that a good working relationship continues between the FC and SCC. There is
much in the South West Regional Forestry Framework (SWRFF) that ties in with the
Somerset Woodland Strategy. The FC is committed to expanding the area of woodland in
the southwest and SCC are looking to increase Somerset’s woodland resource. There is
also an emphasis on public access, on biodiversity, on employment and better
management of woodland which are also to be welcomed. The Somerset Woodland
Strategy has been prepared to take forward this Regional document where it is most
relevant to the County.

Possible approaches/issues:

• Explore scope for higher scoring of EWGS applications that are in line with the 
Somerset Woodland Strategy, in particular emphasis on small woodland planting.

• Explore joint grant aid scheme for smaller woodland planting schemes where grant aid 
would be shared on partnership basis. SCC could administer the scheme. (See 
Appendix proposal below) 
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Involved Parties and Major Stakeholders

Appendix 2 - Partnership Working

• Explore evolution of joint County/District scoring system based on agreed Somerset 
criteria, which can be used to evaluate FC grant applications.

• Explore potential for targeting FC grants to meet agreed priorities for woodland
management and new planting in Somerset.

• Explore ways in which planting, on the types of sites which would improve water 
resource management (flooding), can be encouraged, both by joint working with the 
Forestry Commission and other means.

• Encourage the FC to take a proactive interest in new woodland establishment as a part 
of Green Infrastructure plans at key growth areas in Somerset.

The District Councils in Somerset
Increase joint working with the 5 District Councils in Somerset to help take forward
initiatives such as:

• Woodland promotion as part of planning gain particularly on larger development sites 
on the urban edge, making appropriate use of PPG 17 Section 106 Agreements.

• Encourage Districts to include development of community woodlands on the edge of 
towns and villages in their Green space Strategies.

• Ensure continued promotion of existing grant schemes for small scale tree planting and
woodland management under the Somerset landscape scheme.

• Explore joint working between SCC, District Councils and the Forestry Commission as 
referred to above in 5.2c.

• Explore how Tree Warden networks in Districts can assist in promoting woodland 
planting in Somerset. FC is keen to network with Tree wardens in Somerset.

• Promote hedgerow tree establishment and hedge management through grant aid to 
landowners.

©NE
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DEFRA
Recent changes to Agri-Environment schemes have implications for woodland cover on
farmland in Somerset and throughout the country. While at first sight, the greater emphasis
on environmental payments to landowner would be expected to result in an increase in the
small woods in the landscape; the detail of the new agri-environment schemes tends in
some respects to discourage new tree cover.

The Single Farm Payment does not apply to woodland and the potential loss of this
payment will be a disincentive to landowners to replace arable or grassland with woodland.

Environmental Stewardship is a highly targeted scheme that is currently only relevant to
very limited areas of the countryside. Much of the area likely to qualify for high level
Environmental Stewardship by targeting through the points system will be important for
nature conservation/ historic landscape reasons and will tend to already have a healthy
woodland and tree population. Tree planting will not tend to be a priority here. This leaves
large areas of the countryside where there is a need for new trees and woodland but
without any source of Government support. There is no system of capital grants available
under Stewardship for landscape conservation works such as tree and hedge planting or
laying which would be available to those landowners who farm the wider countryside.

Natural England
As the statutory body responsible for areas designated as being of nature conservation
importance, the main role of Natural England in this context is to ensure that woodland
management or new planting does not damage the habitat value of designated sites.
Natural England also has a more general role to promote biodiversity with specific
reference to Biodiversity Action Plan targets. Many of the FC ‘s policies reflect NE’s
requirements to protect biodiversity and the various targets set Nationally such as
woodland SSSI condition, PAWs, woodland bird numbers etc.

NE also supports the establishment of new woodlands where they will help to link
woodlands and other sitesthat are important for nature conservation. Creation of new
wildlife corridors can be a role for new woodlands. The use of native trees and shrubs of
local provenance is an approach, which NE would promote.

The National Trust
The National Trust is a major landowner in Somerset of which some 1400 ha is woodland.
Their woodlands are located countywide and range from the Horner Woods National
Nature Reserve to small pockets of no more than a few hectares. The majority of their
woodlands are in protected landscapes. They own 620 ha of ancient semi-natural
woodland (6.9% of the County total) and directly manage some 600 ha. They have in
excess of 2000 veteran trees on their Exmoor holdings alone and have an active national
role in the protection and management of ancient trees. National Trust woodlands provide
access to hundreds of thousands of visitors every year and are important features within
the Somerset landscape.

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
FWAG have a key role in advising large numbers of landowners in Somerset and assisting
some in submitting applications under the EWGS. FWAG have done innovative work on the
value of woodland establishment to reduce erosion and flooding. The Somerset Woodland
Strategy could help to give a new impetus to this work and provide opportunities for more
joint working between FWAG, SCC and FC.

The Somerset Wildlife Trust
Over 800 of Somerset’s 2,000 Local Wildlife Sites are woodland (i.e. 42%). The Wildlife
Trust’s officers have an important role in advising owners on how best to manage existing
woodland for wildlife benefit.

Where ancient woodland and County Wildlife Site woodlands are owned by individuals or
organisations who are not interested in managing it sympathetically, encouragement
should be given to sale or transfer of that resource to one of the conservation bodies listed
above.

The County Council will, where appropriate, support the Somerset Wildlife Trust with their
work.
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Woodland Trust
The Woodland Trust owns 21 woodlands in Somerset, some of which are important
ancient woodlands such as Adcombe and Loxley woods. The total ownership is 120 ha.
The Woodland Trust is an expanding charity and there will be opportunities to encourage
and assist them to buy suitable woodland in Somerset when they become available.

AONB’s
Quantock Hills, Mendip Hills, Blackdown Hills & Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire
Downs.

When the AONB management strategies are next reviewed it is important to ensure that
the Somerset Woodland Strategy context is given attention. As existing woodland cover
tends to be higher within the AONB’s than the rest of Somerset the emphasis is
particularly on management of the existing woodland resource, both the larger woodland
areas and the small woods.

Whilst AONB’s will tend to have more restrictions on new planting in terms of landscape
character, historic environment and nature conservation priorities, there will still be
opportunities to expand woodland cover.

Areas where there is scope for new planting could be identified in AONB management
strategy documents.

The AONB warden service and strategy development staff have closer links with
landowners than in other parts of the County and this provides more opportunities to
promote new woodland planting in appropriate locations.

Voluntary sector
Whilst Somerset already supports a number of wildlife and conservation bodies in
Somerset there may be scope for the work to be expanded and particular focus given to
woodland work. The County Council will, where appropriate, support individuals and
organisations that wish to promote establishment of new woodlands and manage existing
woods sustainably.

Working with private landowners
The aims of the Somerset Woodland Strategy can only be achieved with the cooperation of
many private landowners in the County. This was factored into the consultation period of
the draft Woodland Strategy with public and key stakeholders. They were asked for
feedback on whether they agreed with SCC’s key aims and action points and whether they
had any further suggestions of their own about how the increase in woodland area can be
achieved. The role of the National Farmers Union, County Landowners Association, Timber
Growers Association in advising landowners can often be important.

There are many farmers and landowners in Somerset who have in the past shown
enthusiasm and commitment to tree planting. It is intended that the strategy will help to
provide a framework which will encourage some landowners to redouble their efforts to
plant new woodlands and give others the incentive to start the process on land which they
own.

Occasionally landowners come forward with planting proposals which conflict with nature
conservation or archaeological interests and this is unfortunate when they feel that they
want to contribute to new woodlands in the County. This strategy will aim to help minimize
these conflicts.
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Appendix 3 - Analysis of each Somerset Character Area

1 West Somerset Vale
This distinctive area is bounded by the
Quantocks to the east of the foothills of the
Brendons to the west. The West Somerset
railway runs through this linear character
area following the Doniford stream and other
valleys to the coast at Minehead. This a rich
agricultural area with much of the traditional
field pattern still intact, together with many
hedgerow trees and small woods. The
existing woodland cover is fairly extensive
and well distributed, especially on the
Brendon fringe.

Scope exists however for small-scale
woodland planting throughout the area.
Sensitive areas - Dunster Castle, Quantock
edge and parkland associate with historic
houses. Scope for conversion of prominent
conifer plantation to broadleaved woodland.
Community woodland near Williton
particularly desirable. Minehead has North
Hill for existing access to woodland.

©FC
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2 Exmoor Brendon Fringes
A range of open hills dissected by steep well-wooded valleys. Existing woodland cover
concentrated on valley sides between more open uplands. Traditional field pattern is
reasonably well intact, creating a generally attractive landscape.

Recent increase in arable in some areas is leading to erosion on steep slopes.

More woodland on steep slopes and adjacent to streams desirable. Scope for some
conversion of conifer to broadleaved. Parrett Catchment project produced more detailed
guidelines for this upper catchment of the Tone. Community woodland near Wiveliscombe
and Milverton desirable.

3 Taunton Vale
More intensive agriculture on rich alluvial has resulted in less woodland in the Vale.
Development pressures on the urban edge have resulted in a landscape, which in parts
has deteriorated visually. Much of the Vale still has a strong hedgerow pattern in place
however, and some small woodlands are present, especially along the Tone and its
tributaries. There are few large woodlands, contrasting strongly with the heavily wooded
Blackdown ridge forming the backcloth to the Vale in the South. Orchards, which were
once such a feature of the vale, still occur in places.

Small to medium scale planting would improve landscape in areas of intensive agriculture,
screen unsightly development and help compensate for loss of hedgerow trees from elm
disease. New woodland planting carefully located on steep valley sides, sandy soils prone
to erosion or sloping impermeable soils would help to reduce water run off at key times
and reduce flooding. Community woodland is being developed along the river Tone
corridor both to the East and West of Taunton. Further woodland is desirable on other
fringes of Taunton and around Wellington.

4 Quantock Hills AONB
The Quantock Hills AONB has its majority of woodland in the valley combes and on the
heavily wooded scarp covering the Western fringes of the AONB. The combes have
extensive areas of ancient woodland with smaller pockets of woodland scattered on the
more open and sloping ground. Much of the ancient woodland is oak that varies in size
with altitude, the scrub oak on the exposed hilltop severely affected by exposure.

Large conifer plantations dominate some of the sloping ground on both the East and
Western side of the hills and have in places encroached onto the open hilltops. Much of
the open heathland of the hilltop has SSSI designation and is common land with sheep
grazing.

The modest increase in native woodland referred to in the Quantocks Management
Strategy could be achieved without affecting the sensitive areas of the open hilltops. There
may be scope for conversion of some plantations to more mixed broadleaved woodland,
particularly in prominent locations. On the hilltop there is scope in places to create a more
uneven edge to plantations and restore swathes of heathland. SCC owns some small
woodlands in the Quantocks area and these could be more actively managed to encourage
owners of neglected woodlands. The Forestry Commission also manages significant areas
here and is in a position to have a direct impact on woodland management.

Overgrown beech hedgerows forming avenues of trees are a distinctive feature of parts of
the Quantocks and the future management of these needs to be treated with care.

5 Quantock Fringe
The area east of the Quantocks is characterised by large arable regions and is sparsely
wooded except on the higher ground west of North Petherton and between Cannington
and Hinkley Point. The productive soils associated with the underlying sandstone geology
have encouraged arable farming. The land generally drops away from the well-wooded
slopes of the Quantocks towards rolling, open coastal hills and down to the edge of the
Parrett estuary to the East. Ashford, Durleigh and Hawkridge reservoirs are a feature of this
landscape to provide water for the nearby urban areas.

New woodland planting of a small and medium scale is desirable to improve the
landscape and screen developments in the open central area, such as power lines, grain
stores and farm buildings. Community woodland is desirable west of Bridgwater and north
of Taunton as well as Nether Stowey and Cannington to the North.

6 Blackdown Fringes
The lower slopes of the Blackdowns are relatively well-wooded and the field pattern is
generally intact with a good number of hedgerow trees. In medieval times the Neroche
forest covered most of this area in the form of woodland and wood-pasture. Many of the
existing large oaks date from this period. There are some important large ancient
woodlands in this area, such as those around Stoke St Mary and Thurlbear.
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Parkland around a number of historic houses needs to be safeguarded. Better
management of existing woodland and coppice needs to be encouraged. Attempts during
the second half of the 20th century to convert areas of ancient woodland to conifers need
to be reversed where landowners are sympathetic. There is scope for some sensitive new
woodland planting over much of this area and a need to ensure that hedgerow trees are
regenerated.

7 Blackdown Hills AONB
This AONB covering the Somerset and Devon border contains a number of extensive
semi-natural areas and is dominated by plateaus and secluded valleys. Alder carr with
some birch and willow is common on the wetter slopes and this is often intricately mixed
with wet grassland and mires.

A high proportion of the broad leaved woodland on the plateau has been partly or totally
converted to coniferous plantations (43% between 1930 and 1986). Conversion of some
of these plantations back to broadleaved woodland is desirable, particularly in prominent
locations or where the remnant ancient woodland still exists. The Neroche Scheme has
begun to address this issue. Throughout the area there are many small areas of semi-
natural ancient woodland and characteristic beech avenues and hedges. Many of the
smaller woodlands are not actively managed and the promotion of better woodland
management is identified in the Blackdown Hills management strategy.

There is some scope for new planting of native species on a small scale but better
management of the existing woodland is the highest priority. The distinctive pattern of
hedges and hedgerow trees are an integral element of the Blackdowns landscape and
measures to ensure their continuation need to be included in future agri-environment
schemes.

8 M5 Corridor
This corridor is under severe development pressure and poor existing woodland cover
results in an uninspiring landscape dominated by urban edge, warehouse and industrial
units and overhead pylons. Loss of many thousands of elms in this area since the 1970’s
exacerbated this situation. The Northern part of the corridor is dominated by the levels
landscape with ditches and larger watercourses in evidence throughout. The Southern part
of the corridor has a more rolling, hedged landscape but still one which is under pressure
and in need of landscape regeneration.

New small and medium scale woodland planting would help to screen unsightly
developments and improve the landscape of this corridor, which gives an important but
disappointing window to Somerset. There may be scope for developer funding in some
places.

9 Parrett Estuary
The lowlands either side of the Parrett and the coastline are not known for their woodland
cover. Ditches rather than hedgerows divide the fields in the lower reaches of the area and
the presence of the estuary is a dominant influence. The alluvial/clay soils are productive
and intensively farmed. Much of the tree cover, which previously existed here, has been
lost through Dutch elm disease. Nature conservation interests in the inter-tidal and coastal
zone are significant. Away from the river and coast the rather bleak landscape would
benefit from sensitive small scale woodland planting, particularly if it was accessible by the
population of Bridgwater and Cannington.

10 Fivehead and North Curry Ridges
These ridges stand in stark contrast to the flat landscape of the surrounding moors. 
The north side of the Fivehead Ridge is an exceptionally well-wooded backdrop to West
Sedgemoor. The largely ASNW here is a distinctive feature and needs careful management
in the future.

The North Curry ridge and south side of the Fivehead ridge in contrast has little tree cover
although much of the field pattern is intact. The soils are generally light and productive
with mixed farming predominating. The small woods that exist here are isolated and are
under managed. Other trees tend to be associated with settlements or the designed
landscapes of prominent houses such as Burton Pynsent and Midelney Manors with their
parkland and specimen trees.

There is considerable potential here for the planting of small to medium size new
woodlands and establishment of new hedgerow trees to create an even more attractive
landscape. New woodland here could also reduce water runoff after heavy rain and help
reduce flooding in adjacent moors.

A number of sizeable villages occur along the top of both ridges with church towers a
particular feature locally. Community woodland associated with these would be beneficial.
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11 The Southern Moors
These landscapes including West Sedgemoor, North Moor and Kings Sedgemoor, are
characterised by flat grassland with rectilinear field pattern and rhynes or ditches forming
‘wet fences’. The moors are often open in the central area but with pollard willows and
hedges and shelterbelts creating a ‘bushy’ appearance around the fringes. These are
sensitive landscapes with nature conservation interests dominating (SSSI designation in
many cases).

In places there will be scope for small-scale tree planting at the edges of the moors and
perhaps near river banks, willow, alder and hawthorn would be preferred species. Planting
in the centre of open moors should be discouraged.

A characteristic feature of this area is hillocks rising from the levels. Some of these are
wooded but they are often of historic significance and new planting would need to be
treated with great care, as at Muchelny for example.

Willow growing for baskets and garden furniture is part of an important local industry in
some areas and there is scope for expansion of withy growing subject to careful site
selection and consultation. Willow pollards are a distinctive feature and these need
maintenance and regeneration to ensure their future.

12 Polden Hills
These distinct hills are relatively well-wooded, particularly along the main A39 road, which
runs along the ridge from end to end. The geology is largely lias limestone but with
sandstone outcrops on the Southern slopes which create a range of native grassland
types.

Emphasis needs to be on continued management of the existing woodlands, which are
visually prominent. One objective should be to improve their nature conservation value of
the woodlands where Sycamore has become dominant.

Some parts of the ridge are intensively farmed and the hedgerow pattern needs
reinforcement with hedgerow trees and small woodland. Loss of hedgerow elms
transformed the landscape to a more open one and there is a need to redress some of this
loss. There is scope for small-medium scale new woodland planting, particularly on
sloping grounds and around the string of villages along the northern side of the ridge.
Small-scale community woodlands here would be appropriate. Species rich meadows
particularly those on the southern slopes would need to be avoided.

13 & 14 Northern Moors and the Axe Valley
These moors are linear in character extending along the valleys of the Brue and Huntspill
River to the South and the Axe Valley running North of the Isle of Wedmore. ‘Islands’ of
higher ground are a feature of these moors, Nyland and Glastonbury Tor being classic
examples of where lias outcrops project from the peat and deep alluvial soils which have
been deposited to create the levels areas between. The Northern moors have a similar
rectilinear field pattern to their southern equivalents but have generally more tree cover.
These small-scale woodlands include shelterbelts and natural regeneration from former
peat workings. Hedgerows at the edge of the moors and rows of pollard willows are
common. These are sensitive landscape, both from a nature conservation and landscape
heritage viewpoint.

On the edge of the northern moors where overgrown hedgerows dominate the landscape
sensitive planting of small-scale woodland could be beneficial provided that sites of nature
conservation and archaeological importance are avoided. Management of existing willow
pollards and provision of new ones needs to be encouraged. There is scope for more
community woodland near Glastonbury and Street and other settlements on higher ground
at the edge of the levels.

15 Coastal levels, Brent Knoll & Brean
The clay levels have significantly more hedges and trees than some of the inland moors.
This is also a sensitive landscape in nature conservation and archaeological terms and
large scale woodland creation would not be appropriate.

A strip of land 2-3 miles wide along the coastal strip suffers from wind exposure and
woodland here is unlikely to flourish. Brent Knoll, a large ‘island’ rising from the flat levels,
dominates the Eastern side of the area.

The overgrown hedgerows and trees in some parts of the coastal levels however of the
appearance of a wooded landscape and there is scope for small scale woodland planting
and hedgerow trees, especially where this will help to screen eyesores such as caravan
sites. Sensitive conservation sites need to be avoided and the open nature of the
landscape retained in certain areas.
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16 Mendip Hills AONB
Plateaus that have a windswept quality, and contain a variety of characteristic limestone
landscape features dominate the Mendip Hills. The dry stone-walls that form field
boundaries add to the open nature of the landscape. On the uplands there are large areas
designated as SSSI and Local Wildlife Sites. Parts of the hilltop have characteristic clumps
of beech and sycamore but the plateau has large areas that are open in character with
most of the woodland coverage contained in the slopes and valleys to the south and north
of the AONB. These valleys contain large areas of ancient woodlands (ash, field maple and
lime) with secondary woodland having developed higher up the valley sides in response to
lower grazing pressures. In some places this natural colonisation could be extended to
encourage existing woodland, but in other locations limestone grassland and other
valuable non-woodland habitat should be protected.

Some large areas of coniferous plantations occur on the plateau and have significant
landscape impact. It would be beneficial for the more prominent parts of these plantations
to be converted to broadleaved woodland where landowners are sympathetic to such
changes. The Mendip area AONB service has prepared management plans which deal
with woodland issues in more detail than this strategy.

There is scope for expansion of woodland within the AONB if sites, which are sensitive in
terms of nature conservation, archaeological and landscape are avoided. Replacement of
hedgerow trees and tree clumps in character with the existing landscape should be
encouraged.

17 Isle of Wedmore
There are few woodlands in this area and although the landscape was once dominated by
hedgerow elms, these have now gone leaving a more open landscape. The area
traditionally had many orchards and quite a number of these still survive.

The field pattern is still partly intact however and there is scope for small and medium
scale new woodland planting tying in with this existing landscape pattern. Sites of nature
and archaeological importance need to be avoided. More community woodland near
Wedmore and other larger villages would be a benefit. Measures to regenerate hedgerow
trees are required to replace some of the widespread losses from elm disease.

18 East Mendip
This part of the Mendips is not within the AONB although it shares some of its
characteristics. The south facing scarp slope tends to be considerably wooded and has a
well-developed hedgerow pattern, whilst the plateaux to the north with their characteristic
stone walls has a more open character. There are some large woodland plantations
associated with estate holdings. Quarrying has affected parts of this landscape, particularly
on the eastern side. A steep, wooded slope marks the northern boundary of the County.

Like the adjacent AONB, this is a sensitive landscape particularly from an archaeological
viewpoint. There is however scope to add to the existing woodland in the southern valleys
and slopes with new small-scale woodland planting on the plateau. Open areas where
stonewalls dominate the landscape should however be avoided as must archaeological
sites.

Priority should be given to appropriate management of existing ancient woodland and
encouraging the conversion of visible conifer plantations to broadleaved woodlands. Wells
in the south of the area is already reasonably well provided for with woodland accessible to
the community but there may be scope for more here as well as around Shepton Mallet
and other settlements.

19+20 Mendip Foothills and the Pennard Ridge
These wide rolling hills are traversed by distinct wooded valleys on both the south and
north side but the tops of the hills are more open, with hedgerows the dominant feature.
This is an area of mixed geology that is largely dairy country with a field pattern, which is
largely intact, but the loss of elms has created a more open landscape than traditionally
existed. Ancient woodland is confined to steep valley sides and there is some important
large native woodland at the western end, North of Pilton.

New small and medium-scale woodland planting here would provide a better structure to
the landscape and help absorb some of the many large, incongruous farm buildings that
have appeared over recent decades. The estate woodland here is reasonably well
managed but this needs to continue. Ancient woodland or valley sides need special care
and protection. 

Evercreech and Pilton would benefit from community woodland accessible from the town.
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21 Somerton Ridge
The northern part of these undulating ridges form one of the most heavily wooded parts of
the County, creating a dramatic contrast to the flat levels to the east. This includes both
ancient woodland on the steeper slopes and plantations of conifer. The steep west facing
slopes around Aller, High Ham and Compton Dundon contain some of the most important
woodlands in Somerset, in both conservation and landscape terms.

Sensitive management of the existing ancient woodlands is a high priority here and
conversion of the more prominent conifer plantations to broadleaved woodland is
desirable. This type of restoration is already taking place in woodland owned by the
Wildlife Trust such as Great Breach Wood. Bringing areas of existing coppice woodland
back into management would have benefits for nature conservation and the woodcraft
industry.

South of Somerton the rolling landscape is less covered by trees and the variable soils
support more arable farming here than in the northern parts of the area. The larger field
size is evidence of more hedge removal in recent decades. Some of the many standard
traditional orchards still survive. This southern part is another area where loss of elms has
left the landscape denuded and new hedgerow trees and small-scale woodland in keeping
with the hedgerow pattern is desirable. New planting would need to avoid the many
grassland Local Wildlife Sites in this area.

Community woodland near Somerton, the Charltons and other distinctive lias limestone
villages to the south would be of particular value.

22 The Frome Valleys
This is a large area of undulating hills and valleys with Frome dominating the Eastern side
and a range of smaller villages in the valleys to the west. As in other parts ancient
woodlands tend to cling to the steep land on the valley sides but there are other important
large woodlands and parkland associated with large estates. The Western side of the area
has suffered extensive quarrying and attempts to screen these scars in the landscape with
new woodlands is very successful in some areas.

The careful protection and management of the ancient woodlands in this area needs to
continue and there is scope for more new woodland planting here to continue to repair the
landscape damaged by quarrying. New planting would need to avoid the sensitive County
grassland wildlife sites. Around Frome and Nunney there is less woodland and new planting
here would give more structure to the landscape, particularly in intensively farmed areas.

There is extensive parkland associated with a number of fine houses such as
Ammerdown, Orchardleigh and Marston. This needs to be treated with care when new
planting is considered. Community woodland accessible to Frome and other settlements
would be of great benefit here.

23 Fosse and Lias Lowlands
This area is dominated by arable and grassland on low rolling hills. The area is dissected
by parts of the rivers Cary, Brue and Yeo with few settlements in the valley bottom.
Dairying predominates in the Cary valley to the north while arable farming is more typical
in the south with the field size becoming larger as a result.

This is one of the most poorly wooded parts of the County and the loss of hedgerow elms,
which previously dominated, has left an open landscape over much of the area.

More new woodland throughout this area is desirable using the existing field pattern and
avoiding sensitive wildlife sites. This would both give a better structure to the landscape
and reduce run-off in the river catchment. Many of the watercourses such as those that
cross the vale of Ilchester are well defined by sinuous corridors of alders and willows.
These provide a basis for planting of new waterside copses and small woodlands.

The areas of degraded landscape such as those adjacent to the A303 and Yeovilton are
particularly in need of woodland planting. North of the Sparkford Ridge in the low vale of
the River Cary there is scope for subtle infill between the mature hedgerows and old oaks.

Near the southern boundary of the area, community woodland accessible to Yeovil would
be particularly useful, together with other woodland to serve the larger villages such as
Ilchester, Sparkford and Marston Magna.
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24 Barrington to Martock – Orchard country
This gently undulating area has light productive soils and arable farming tends to
predominate. The field pattern has in places been adjusted to a scale to meet the needs of
larger farm machinery. The low ridge around Kingsbury Episcopi is the core of South
Somerset apple country with large areas of orchards and their associated alder and poplar
windbreaks defining the character of the landscape. There are many large villages in this
area many of which are fringed with traditional orchards, which perform a similar function
to small woodlands. Lias limestone dominates the villages in the north while in the south
there is a marked transition to buildings with yellow hamstone.

There is scope for considerable new woodland in this area, particularly if targeted to those
areas of sandy soils or heavy, compacted soils where run off and erosion can be reduced
an added benefit. Continued management of traditional standard orchards is important
here.

25 The Bruton and Castle Cary Hills
This is an area of hills and vales with a mixed farming pattern, although arable tends to
dominate more to the south of the area. There is a variable degree of woodland cover
across the area. East of Bruton there are several large ancient woodlands in the combes
and steeper hillsides with a series of smaller woods around Hadspen.

The Western escarpments tend to be poorly wooded and the area along the A303 corridor
on the Southern boundary has a more open landscape as a result of hedgerow loss and
elm disease.

There is scope for new woodland planting throughout most of this area with care being
needed to respect the historic parkland around a number of fine country houses. The
extensive hills here provide much steeply sloping ground which could be planted, subject
to nature conservation and archaeology interests. There is need for new hedgerow trees
throughout the area. Community woodland is desirable particularly at Castle Cary, Bruton
and north of Wincanton but also around the other larger settlements in the area.

26 Blackmore Vale and Hills South of Cadbury
The extensive, flat valley of Bow Brook and the River Cale to the east is noted for its
rectangular fieldscape in which hedgerows around open pasture define the landscape.
Corton Denham and Cadbury Castle are significant hills in the north-eastern corner of the
area. The vale itself is poorly provided with woodland while the higher ground between
Cadbury and Milborne Port has scattered blocks of medium sized woodland.

Similarly the vale is poorly populated while the higher ground has a significant number of
larger villages such as Henstridge, Templecombe, Charlton Horethorne and Milborne Port.
In the southern part of the area there area number of parklands associated with large
country house such as Inwood.

There is scope for new woodlands throughout this area, which is presently farmed fairly
intensively with both arable and grassland. In the vale new planting should seek to develop
the linear characteristics with greater emphasis on the vale edge. Replacement hedgerow
trees are desirable.

Hedgerow losses have been more pronounced around the A303, which forms the northern
boundary. Some new woodland has been planted here to improve the landscape and more
is desirable throughout the road corridor. Community woodland near all the larger
settlements would be desirable.

27 The Wooded Eastern Scarp
The scarp that forms the eastern boundary of the County is the most heavily wooded of all
the defined landscape character areas. It was formerly part of the Selwood forest. Alfred’s
tower is a very distinctive landmark within this wooded ridge.

Significant areas of this woodland has been planted with conifers, particularly the southern
half. Emphasis here needs to be given to careful management of the existing woodlands,
which are largely owned by estates. Where owners are amenable the conversion of conifer
to a higher proportion of broadleaf is desirable, particularly on prominent sites.

Further woodland planting is not thought to be a priority in this area but better access to
the existing woodland may be desirable in places to encourage their role for community
use.
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28 Hamstone Hills and Vales
This is a large area of largely productive agricultural land stretching from Chard in the west
of Yeovil. Mixed farming occurs throughout the area with arable more dominant on the
Eastern part. A hedgerow pattern is still in existence throughout the area but in the east
the field size tends to be larger. As with so many other parts of Somerset loss of elms has
been significant.

This is a heavily populated area with 4 towns and many villages, large and small. The
western half of the area is better provided with woodland than the east, with the exception
of the hills around Chiselborough, Stoke Sub Hamdon, Montacute and its fine parkland.
Wide valleys formed by the upper tributaries of the River Parrett divide the area. Over large
parts of the area the fine silty soil is subject to erosion, which in certain circumstances can
result in soil washed into roads and streams.

New woodland is desirable throughout most of this area, treating with care the parkland
surrounding many of fine country houses and avoiding sites of existing wildlife interest.
The stream corridors leading from Windwhistle Ridge have wooded combes and there is
scope here to reinforce this feature with new planting.

There is also scope for new woodland to help address soil erosion problems as well as
landscape issues. This is a target area for the Parrett Catchment Project to investigate the
role of new woodland in reducing runoff.

Some communities have already recognised the value of community woodland and the
examples at Ilminster, West Coker and Norton Sub Hamdon could be replicated in most of
the local villages. Community woodland near Yeovil, Crewkerne and Chard would be
especially valuable.



79APPENDICES

Appendix 4 - Explanation of maps and tables

A map of Somerset’s Coniferous Woodland
Data source: Forestry Commission’s National Inventory of Woodland and Trees, England
2002. (Survey completed 2002).

Category ‘Other’ consists of the following woodland classifications: Broadleaves, Mixed,
Felled, Shrub and Young trees.

Lowland Wood Pasture and Parkland and Veteran Trees
The SCC Wood Pasture and Parkland Table is based on Veteran Tree data collected by
SERC; boundaries have been drawn round areas which hold relatively high numbers of
veteran trees. These relate to the UK BAP Priority Habitat Lowland Wood Pasture and
Parkland.

Ancient Woodland in Somerset
Data Source:

(Woodlands larger than 2 Ha (Indicated in red / lime green)): Natural England Ancient
Woodland Inventory (Provided by the Somerset Environmental Records Centre.

Woodlands smaller than 2 Ha indicated in dark green: Researched and compiled by the
Somerset Environmental Records Centre.

Woodlands below 2 Ha in size that have been field surveyed by SERC and have sufficient
ancient woodland indicators to be considered as ancient. Broadleaved semi-natural
woodlands >= 2Ha which appeared as woodland (not plantation) on Tithe maps dating
from between 1835 and 1841 (check this figure). The part of Somerset where there is the
greatest discrepancy between the AWI and SERC ancient woodlands is on Exmoor. It
should be noted that the Ancient Woodland inventory took the first edition OS maps, 

made almost exactly the same time as the Tithe maps as the basis of its mapping but only
mapped woodlands >= 2Ha. SERC has mapped as ancient, woodlands in Exmoor that
appear on the Tithe maps not on the AWI, if they are extant broadleaved seminatural
woodland.

Local Wildlife Sites Containing Woodland
Map of Local Wildlife Sites containing Woodland: Data Sources;

Forestry Commission’s National Inventory of Woodland and Trees, England 2002. 

(Survey completed 2002)

Somerset Local Wildlife Sites, Compiled and Provided by the Somerset Environmental
Records Centre (SERC).

©FC
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Photo Index

Organisations
NE Natural England

Peter Wakely
Paul Glendell
P.N. Watts
Michael Hammett

SCC Somerset County Council
Phil Stone
Nick Fackrell
Rose Wicks
Rights of Way
Stephen Dury

FWAG Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
ENP Exmoor National Park

Brian Pearce
FC Forestry Commission
SSDC South Somerset District Council
BC Butterfly Conservation

Keith Gould
QA Quantocks AONB
MA Mendips AONB
BA Blackdowns AONB

Nickie Moore
Harriet Pottinger
Dan Bryan

CA Countryside Agency*
Pauline Rook

Projects/Initiatives
WFG ‘Wood for Good’ initiative

VS Visit Somerset

PCP Parrett Catchement Project

Neroche Scheme

Independent Photographers

JW Joan Wragg

Lucy Morter

Steve Bond

* Now Natural England



81REFERENCES

References

Biodiversity South West, Undated, Working together for Wildlife, Divine Frog Web Services,
[online] available at URL: http://www.biodiversitysouthwest.org.uk/index.html, 
Last accessed 29/04/2009

Biron, L. 2008, A Map of Ancient Woodland Sites not included in Natural England’s
Ancient Woodland Inventory, Tonedale Mill Wellington, Somerset Environmental Records
Centre.

Biron, L. 2008, A Map of Local Wildlife Sites Containing Woodland, Tonedale Mill
Wellington, Somerset Environmental Records Centre.

Biron, L. 2008, A Map of Lowland Wood Pasture and Parkland and Veteran Trees,
Tonedale Mill Wellington, Somerset Environmental Records Centre.

Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty Management Plan 2009-2014, St Ivel House, Hemyock, Cullompton,
Devon

Britt, C and Johnston, M, 2008, Trees in Towns II, Department for Communities and 
Local Government, London

Broadmeadow, M and Ray, D, 2005, Climate Change and British Woodland, Forest
Research, Available [online] at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/fcin069.pdf/$FILE/fcin069.pdf, last accessed 30/04/2009

Broadmeadow, M and Matthews, R, 2003, Forests, Carbon and Climate Change – The UK
Contribution, 231 Corstorphine Road Edinburgh, Forestry Commission 

Broadmeadow, M, Pryor, S and South West Partnership, 2006, Climate Change in the
South West – A practical guide for woodland owners. Brand New Day Publishers.

DEFRA and the Forestry Commission England (2004) The Sustainable Management of
Wild Deer Populations in England, An Action Plan. [online] available at
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/deerstrategyengland301204.pdf/$FILE/deerstrategyengland
301204.pdf Last accessed 21/07/2008

Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs, 2007, A Strategy for England’s
Trees, Woods and Forests, The Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs,
DEFRA.

Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2007, UK Biomass Strategy, 
17 Smith Square London, DEFRA.

Dorset Coppice Group, 2004-2005, Coppicing in Dorset – Glossary of Terms [online],
available at URL: http://www.dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk/resources/
Dorset_Coppice_Group_Glossary.pdf last accessed 15/12/2009

English Nature Somerset Team, 1997, Somerset Levels and Moors Natural Area a
NatureConservation profile, Roughmoor Taunton, English nature Somerset Team. [online],
available at URL, http://www.english-nature.org.uk/science/natural/profiles/naprofile85.pdf,
last accessed 29/04/2009

Exmoor National Park Authority, 2001, Exmoor Biodiversity Action Plan, [online] available
at http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/exmoor_national_park_authority_bap_report.pdf
Last accessed 06/05/2009

©NEROCHE



82

Exmoor National Park Authority, 2007, Exmoor National Park Management Plan 2007 –
20012, Exmoor House Dulverton, ENPA.

Exmoor National Park Authority et al, Undated, Exmoor Hedges, Exmoor House Dulverton,
ENPA.

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group, Undated, Introducing FWAG,
KenilworthWarwickshire, FWAG

Forestry Commission, 1980, County of Somerset Census of Woodland and Trees 1979 –
1982, 231 Corsorphine Road Edinburgh, Forestry Commission

Forestry Commission, 2002, National Inventory of Woodland and Trees – Somerset, 231
Corstorphine Road Edinburgh, FC.

Forestry Commission, 2009, Grey Squirrel and England’s Woodlands, [online] available at
URL: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/greysquirrel, last accessed: 29/04/2009

Forestry Commission under Permission of Ordnance Survey, 2002, National Inventory of
Woodland and Trees, 231 Corsorphine Road Edinburgh, FC.

Forestry Commission, 2009, English Woodland Grant Scheme, Edinburgh Forestry
Commission, Available [online], Last Accessed 28/04/2009, available at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ewgs

Forestry Commission, 2009, Grants and Regulations in England, Edinburgh Forestry
Commission, [online], Last Accessed 28/04/2009 available at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6dfk2u

Forestry Commission, 2008, Delivery Plan 2008 – 2012 England’s Trees Woods and
Forests, 231 Corstorphine Road Edinburgh, FC.

Forestry Commission, Undated, Woodland Planning the creation of small woodland on
farms, Forestry Commission, [online] Available at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Section5.pdf/$FILE/Section5.pdf, last accessed 30/04/2009

Forestry Commission, 2008, Delivery Plan Actions List 2008 – 2012 England’s Trees
Woods and Forests, 231 Corstorphine Road Edinburgh, FC.

Forestry Commission, 2009, Forests and Climate Change, 231 Corstorphine Road
Edinburgh, Forestry Commission Available [online] at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-6umkar, last Accessed 30/04/2009

Forestry Commission (2008d) Castle Neroche [online] Available at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/recreation.nsf/LUWebDocsByKey/EnglandDevonBlackdo
wnHillsCastleNeroche Last Accessed 22/07/2008

Forestry Commission South West England, 2009, Ancient Woodland Priority Areas, Exeter
Forestry Commission, [online] available at URL: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-
7BCJ6R Last Accessed 29/04/2007

Forestry Commission, Forestry Statistics 2006 [online] Available at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/ForestStats2006.nsf/byunique/glossary.html last
accessed 15/12/2009

Forestry Commission Scotland 2009, Glossary [online] Available at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/HCOU-4X2K5J last accessed 15/12/2009

Hare T, Undated, Private Nature Reserves Network, Tonedale Mill, Wellington, Somerset
Wildlife Trust, [online] available at URL:
http://somersetwildlife.org/specialist_groups.php?v_id=2, last accessed 29/04/2009

McVittie, G. (2008) Conversation with Nicholas Fackrell, 27 June 2008

Mendip Hills AONB, 2004, The Mendip Hills AONB Management plan 2004-2009,
Charterhouse Centre Blagdon, Mendip Hills AONB.

Natural England (Formally English Nature), 2000, The Future for Veteran Trees,
Northminster House Peterborough, EN.

Natural England, (undated), Countryside Character Volume 8 The South West,
Government Office for the South West.

REFERENCES



Natural England, 2009, Nature on the Map, Natural England, [online] available at 
URL: http://www.natureonthemap.org.uk/, Last accessed 29/04/2009

Natural England, 2008, Ancient Woodland Inventory, 1:5000, Natural England.

Natural England, Undated, Higher Level Stewardship, Natural England, [online] available
at URL: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/es/hls/default.aspx,
Last accessed 29/04/2009

Natural England, 2007, Planting and Growing Miscanthus best practice guidelines to
DEFRA’s Energy Crops Scheme. [online] available at URL:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/miscanthus-guide_tcm6-4263.pdf, 
Last accessed, 29/04/2009

Nature Conservancy Council, 1986, Somerset Inventory of Ancient Wooodland
(provisional), Northminster House Peterborough, NCC.

Neroche Landscape Partnership Scheme, 2007, Herepath Trails, Neroche Office,
Magellan Projects LTD, [online] available at URL:
http://www.nerochescheme.org/herepath.php last accessed 29/04/2009

Neroche Landscape Partnership Scheme, 2007, Welcome to Neroche, Neroche Office,
Magellan Projects LTD, [online] available at URL:
http://www.nerochescheme.org/index.php last accessed 29/04/2009

O'Brien, E A, 2002, Trees are Company - social science research into woodlands and 
the natural environment, Forest Research [online] available at URL:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/treesarecompany.pdf/$FILE/treesarecompany.pdf, 
Last Accessed 29/04/2009

Quantock Hills Joint Advisory Committee, 2009, Quantock Hills Area Of Outstanding
Natural Beauty Management Plan 2009 – 2014, Fyne Court Broomfield, Quantock Hills
AONB.

Regen SW Sustainable Energy Agency, 2008, Woodfuel Standards, The Innovation Centre,
Rennes Drive Exeter, Devon, Regen SW

Regen SW Sustainable Energy Agency, 2008, Woodfuel Supply and Contract Options, 
The Innovation Centre, Rennes Drive Exeter, Devon, Regen SW

Regen SW Sustainable Energy Agency, 2008, Woodfuel Processing, The Innovation
Centre, Rennes Drive Exeter, Devon, Regen SW.

Regen SW Sustainable Energy Agency, 2008, Woodfuel Storage, The Innovation Centre,
Rennes Drive Exeter, Devon, Regen SW.

Regen SW Sustainable Energy Agency, 2008, Woodfuel Distribution and Handling, The
Innovation Centre, Rennes Drive Exeter Devon, Regen SW.

Rotheram, I.D et al., 2008, Woodland Heritage Manual, Sheffield, Wildtrack Publishing. 

Royal Forestry Society, Undated, Cricket Bat Willows, Tring, Hertfordshire, [online]
available at URL: http://www.rfs.org.uk/thirdlevel.asp?ThirdLevel=168&SecondLevel=33,
last accessed 29/04/2009

Royal Forestry Society, Undated, Management, Ashford Kent, Geerings of Ashford LTD,
[online] available at URL: http://www.rfs.org.uk/index.asp?FirstLevel=12, Last Accessed
29/04/2009

Somerset Biodiversity Partnership, 2008, Mendip Woodland Habitat Action Plan, County
Hall Taunton, SBP.

Somerset Biodiversity Partnership, 2008, Sedgemoor Woodland Habitat Action Plan,
County Hall Taunton, SBP.

Somerset Biodiversity Partnership, Undated, South Somerset Woodland Habitat Action
Plan, County Hall Taunton, SBP.

Somerset County Council, 2009, The Parrett Catchment Project – a future when it rains,
Taunton Somerset, Somerset County Council. Available [online] at 
URL: http://www.parrettcatchment.info/, Last Accessed 30/04/2009

REFERENCES 83



Somerset County Council, 2008, Responding to Climate Change in the South West, County
Hall Taunton Somerset, SCC. 

Somerset County Council, Undated, Somerset Landscape Scheme, County Hall Taunton,
Design to Print.

South West of England Regional Development Agency et al, 2005, South West Regional
Woodfuel Framework 2005, Exeter SWERDA.

South West Renewable Energy Agency (Regen South West), 2003, Regional Renewable
Energy Strategy for the South West of England 2003-2010, Regen SW, Available [online] at
URL: http://download.southwestrda.org.uk/file.asp?File=/projects/general/regen-
summary.pdf Last Accessed: 30/04/2009

South West Woodland and Forestry Framework Steering Group, 2005, SW Regional
Woodland & Forestry Framework 2005, NWM Brand Development.

Taunton Deane Borough Council, 2008, Taunton Deane Woodland Habitat Action Plan,
Taunton, TDBC.

The Forestry Authority, 1998, The UK Forestry Standard, Edinburgh Forestry Commission.

UKWAS, 2008, United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard, 59 George Street
Edinburgh. [online] available at URL:
http://www.ukwas.org.uk/standard/certification_standard/standard/silvicultural.html 
Last Accessed 29/04/2009

UKWAS, 2008, The Untied Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard, George Street
Edinburgh, [online] available at URL: http://www.ukwas.org.uk/, last accessed 29/04/2009

Wikipedia 2009. Available [Online] at URL: http://en.wikipedia.org last accessed
15/12/2009

Wood for Good (Undated) building sustainably with timber. [online] Available at URL:
http://www.woodforgood.com/fileadmin/publications/Building_sustainably_with_timber.pdf,
Last Accessed 23/07/08

Wood for Good, Undated, About Wood, Wood For Good, Available [online] at URL:
http://www.woodforgood.com/about-wood, Last Accessed 30/04/2009.

Woodland Owner. 2007, Woodland Glossary. Available [Online] at 
URL: http://www.woodlandowner.org.uk/glossary.asp last accessed 15/12/2009

Woodland Trust, 2004, Space for People Targeting Action for Woodland Access, Woodland
Trust [online] available at URL:
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/publicationsmore/spaceforpeoplesummary.
pdf, Last accessed 29/04/2009

Woodland Trust, 2006, Conserving the past, ensuring the future, Department for
Communities and Local Government, Woodland Trust, [online] available at URL:
http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk/publications/publicationsmore/pps9_lflt_final.pdf, 
Last Accessed 29/04/2009

Woodland Trust, 2008, Accessible Woodland Geographic Data, 1:5000 Autumn Park
Dysart Road, WT.

Woodland Trust, Undated, Expanding our Horizons, Woodland Trust, Available [online] 
at URL: http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/publicationsmore/
expandingourhorizons.pdf, last accessed 30/04/2009

Woodland Trust, 2009, British Trees. Available [online] at
URL:  http://www.british-trees.com/glossary/ last accessed 15/12/2009

84 REFERENCES



85GLOSSARY

Glossary Definition
Acre A unit of land equal to 43, 560 square feet; a square parcel of land approximately 208.5 feet on each side.
Adaptation Change, usually in response to different conditions, in order to better survive.
Aesthetic The forest value, rooted in beauty and visual appreciation, affording inspiration, contributing to the arts, and providing a special quality of life.
Agri-environment schemes Term used to describe national (or local) schemes that pay farmers to farm in an environmentally sensitive way.
AHAPS Areas of High Archaeological Potential
Amenity Estate Sites owned by Somerset County Council covering 404 hectares that are protected and managed for public access and to benefit wildlife.
Ancient Woodland Woodland which has been in continuous existence since 1600
Ancient Tree There is no precise definition but there are three guiding principles: 1) trees which are of interest biologically, aesthetically or culturally because of their 

age; 2) trees that are in the ancient stage of their life; 3) trees that are old relative to others of the same species.
Arboretum A place where trees or shrubs are cultivated for their educational, aesthetic or scientific interest.
Arboriculture The cultivation and management of trees within the landscape.
ASNW Ancient Semi Natural Woodlands
AONB Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty - An area of high landscape and scenic quality designated by the Natural England.
BAP Biodiversity Action Plan
Biodiversity The diversity (number and variety of species) of plant and animal life within a region
Biofuel Solid, liquid or gaseous fuel obtained from relatively recently lifeless or living biological material.
Biomass The lowest value forest product. Usually consists of stems, branches, bark, etc., that cannot be marketed in any other way. Chipped and used as fuel.
Broadleaf Trees which do not have needles or cones (a few, such as alder, have cone-like structures for their seeds which are not true cones)
Bryophyte One of the main groups of the plant kingdom, comprising mosses and liverworts.
Buffer strip A narrow zone or strip of land, trees, or vegetation bordering an area i.e. visual buffers, which screen the view along roads, and streamside buffers, 

which are used to protect water quality.
Canopy The uppermost layer of vegetation in woodland, or the upper foliage and branches of an individual tree.
Carr Woodland in a wet or boggy area, usually containing alder or willow.
CO2 Carbon dioxide
Carbon sink A natural or manmade reservoir that accumulates and stores some carbon-containing chemical compound for an indefinite period.
Carbon footprint “The total set of GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions caused directly and indirectly by an individual, organization, event or product” 

  (UK Carbon Trust 2008).
Clapper bridge An ancient form of bridge found on the moors of Devon (Dartmoor and Exmoor) and in other upland areas of the United Kingdom including Snowdonia 

and Anglesey. It is formed by large flat slabs of granite or schist supported on stone piers (across rivers), or resting on the banks of streams.
Coppice Trees that are cut near ground level (or sometimes higher in which case they are pollards), causing them to produce many small shoots. These shoots 

are harvested every few years at a relatively early age for products such as staves, fencing, fuel and charcoal. ‘Coppice with standards’ includes 
scattered trees that are left to grow as normal (‘standards’)

Copse Another name for an area of coppiced woodland.
Combe The uppermost part of a valley, or a short valley or hollow on a hill or coastline.
Conifer Trees with needles and cones
Conservation The word we use to mean protecting the parts of the environment that we value and want to work towards improving, whether that is numbers of rhinos 
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or restoring ancient woodland by removing the non-native conifers.
Cultural heritage The legacy of physical artifacts and intangible attributes of a group or society
DEFRA Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs
Dutch Elm Disease Fungal tree disease first introduced to this country in the 1930s, carried by beetles. Since the 1960s it has devastated the elm population of the UK.
Ecosystem All the plants and animals in a particular area and how they relate to one another.
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment
ENPA Exmoor National Park Authority
ESS Environmental Stewardship Scheme
Erosion The removal of solids (sediment, soil, rock and other particles) in the natural environment.
Establishment The first five to ten years or formative period that ends once young trees are of sufficient size that, given adequate protection, they are likely to survive at

the required stocking.
EWGS England Woodland Grant Scheme, launched in July 2005 by the Forestry Commission
Fauna All of the animal life of any particular region or time.
FC Forestry Commission: the government department responsible for forestry matters in Great Britain. The responsibility for forestry is devolved to ministers

in the Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly, but the executive functions are exercised throughout Great Britain by the FC
Felling The cutting of standing trees.
Forest In the United Kingdom, there is no formal definition of ‘forest’; the term is often used for large areas (especially conifers) or for old Royal hunting 

preserves such as the New Forest or the Forest of Dean.
Forwarder A purpose-built vehicle for collecting and extracting felled timber from the forest.
FE Forest Enterprise: the agencies or parts of the Forestry Commission responsible for managing the FC forest estate
Flora All plant life occurring in an area or time period
Forage Plant material (mainly plant leaves and stems) eaten by grazing livestock
FSC Forestry Stewardship Council
FWAG Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
Green infrastructure A concept originating in the United States in the mid-1990s that highlights the importance of the natural environment in decisions about land 

use planning.
Ha Hectare (2.471 acres)
Habitat The natural home of a plant or animal.
Habitat Fragmentation The emergence of discontinuities (fragmentation) in an organism’s preferred environment (habitat).
Hardwood The wood of broadleaved trees, a term sometimes used for the broadleaved trees themselves
Heritage (See natural and cultural heritage)
HLS Higher Level Stewardship
Invasive non native species Non-indigenous species (e.g. plants or animals) that adversely affect the habitats they invade economically, environmentally or ecologically.
Landscape Character Area See Landscape Assessment section and Appendix 3
Lichen Composite organisms consisting of a symbiotic association of a fungus (the mycobiont) with a photosynthetic partner (the photobiont or phycobiont).
LWS Local Wildlife Sites
Microclimate A local atmospheric zone where the climate differs from the surrounding area.
Miscanthus Woody, perennial rhizomatous grasses originating from Asia
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Mitigation Relief/Alleviation
Mixed Woodland A wood containing both deciduous and coniferous trees, either intimately mixed or in discrete groups.
Mosaic
Motte and Bailey castles A form of castle situated on a raised earthwork and surrounded by a protective fence.
National Park The first National Park was designated in 1949 to preserve and enhance the natural beauty of certain areas whilst promoting their enjoyment by the 

public. There are now II National Parks in England and Wales.
National Trust A charity independent of the Government who provide public access to over 300 historic houses and gardens and 49 industrial monuments and mills. 

They also look after forests, woods, fens, beaches, farmland, downs, moorland, islands, archaeological remains, castles, nature reserves and villages.
Native species Species that have arrived and inhabited an area naturally, without deliberate assistance by man.
Natural colonisation Creation of new woodland by natural means, i.e. without sowing or planting
Natural heritage A nation’s fauna and flora, natural resources, and landscape
Natural regeneration Regeneration of existing woodland by natural means, i.e. without sowing or planting
NIWT National Inventory of Woodland and Trees - 2002 data derived from the Forestry Commission.
NNRs National Nature Reserves - A legal government applied designation for nature (or geological) conservation. They are some of the very finest sites in 

England for wildlife and geology and are of national and often international importance. All NNRs are also SSSIs- they pick the best SSSIs and give 
them the NNR designation to say they are more special than the rest.

PAWS Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites
Peat A soft brown or black type of soil, formed in damp areas usually from decaying plants.
Plateau A plateau, also called a high plain or tableland, is an area of highland, usually consisting of relatively flat terrain.
PNR Private Nature Reserve
Pollard Tree which is cut at eight to twelve feet above ground level and allowed to grow again from the stump to produce successive crops of wood.
Poaching The illegal hunting, fishing, or eating of wild plants or animals contrary to local and international conservation and wildlife management laws.
RDPE Rural Development Programme for England
Recycling Involves processing used materials into new products for environmental benefits.
Renewable energy Energy generated from natural resources—such as sunlight, wind, rain, tides, and geothermal heat—which are renewable (naturally replenished).
Restocking The replanting of an area after trees are removed
Rhizomes Characteristically horizontal stem of a plant that is usually found underground, often sending out roots and shoots from its nodes.
Robustness The quality of being able to withstand stresses, pressures, or changes in procedure or circumstance.
Rough shooting Where several guns walk through a woodland, moor or field and shoot the birds their dogs put up
Saw pits A pit over which lumber is positioned to be sawed with a long two-handled saw by two men, one standing above the timber and the other below. It was 

used for producing sawn planks from tree trunks, which could then be cut down into boards, pales, posts, etc.
Scarp A transition zone between different physiogeographic provinces that involves a sharp, steep elevation differential, characterized by a cliff or steep slope.
SCC Somerset County Council
Scrub Area of poorly formed trees or bushes unsuitable for conversion to timber
Semi-natural Woodland with natural characteristics (predominantly native species of trees, ground plants and animals) where wood production is not a primary 

objective; this term is used rather than natural because the woodland may have originally been planted or have been managed for wood production 
in the past.

SERC Somerset Environment Records Centre



88 GLOSSARY

Sessile Without a stalk, e.g. sessile oak, so called because of its stalkless acorns.

SLA Service Level Agreement

Shelterbelts Also known as windbreaks - plantations usually made up of one or more rows of trees or shrubs planted in such a manner as to provide shelter from 
the wind and to protect soil from erosion.

Short rotation coppice Coppice grown on a short rotation, of up to about ten years, and is used for hurdle making and other crafts.

Silviculture The care and cultivation of forest trees

SLIM Small Low Intensity Managed

Softwood The wood of coniferous trees or conifers themselves

Somerset Wildlife Trust Somerset’s largest independent conservation organisation (charity) whose goal is to build a landscape rich in wildlife where people live in harmony with 
nature.

SRC Short Rotation Coppice (either willow or poplar)

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest - A sample of the UK’s best wildlife and geological sites. They have been designated under the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 and are a legal conservation designation. SSSIs are the basic building blocks of conservation designations but there are many areas outside of
SSSIs which are of the same quality and importance for conservation.

Stand Trees of one type or species (eg a coppice of alder) grouped together within a woodland.

Standard A woodland or hedgerow tree having a single stem, and left to grow for several coppice rotations, so as to be suitable for timber.

Surface Runoff The water flow that occurs when soil is infiltrated to full capacity and excess water, from rain, snowmelt, or other sources flows over the land.

Sustainability To keep things going indefinitely. Sustaining our environment involves not doing anything which would damage the natural systems that support all life 
on Earth and of which all species, including humans, are a part.

SWRES South West Renewable Energy Strategy

Thinning A proportion of stems removed in order to give the best stems space and light to grow into a more valuable crop. This is usually carried out some time 
after canopy closure and may be repeated at intervals. It is a necessary operation in the production of quality timber. A temporary reduction in standing 
volume will result.

Timber The product from trees which have been felled; and which has a wide range of uses, e.g. firewood, to make paper, wood-based panels and sawn into 
planks.

Tumulus A mound dating from prehistoric times built over a burial place.

Vale In geography, a vale is a wide river valley, usually with a particularly wide flood plain or flat valley bottom.

Veteran Tree A veteran tree can be defined as: ‘a tree that is of interest biologically, culturally or aesthetically because of its age, size or condition.’ Some trees are 
instantly recognisable as veterans but many are less obvious.

Wildlife corridor An area of habitat connecting wildlife populations separated by human activities (such as roads, development, or logging).

Wood pasture A historical European land management system in which open woodland provided shelter and forage for grazing animals, particularly sheep and cattle, 
as well as woodland products such as timber for construction and fuel, coppiced stems for wattle and charcoal making and pollarded poles.

Woodland Land under stands of trees with a canopy cover of at least 20% (25% in Northern Ireland), or having the potential to achieve this, including integral 
open space, and including felled areas that are awaiting restocking

Woodland Trust The UK’s leading woodland conservation charity.



If you have any specific questions about this
publication, please contact Countryside and Coast Team
email countryside@somerset.gov.uk
phone 0845 345 9188

Working together for Equalities

The Woodland Strategy is one of eight strategies 
to be delivered under the overarching Natural
Environment Strategy
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