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Ancient Tree Hunt Day 

Early November, along with, Phil, Francis and two Tree Wardens, I 
attended a fantastic training day on mapping ancient trees at Cooks Farm, 
North Brewham near Bruton in the far east of the District. 
 
The Somerset Wildlife Trust, The Woodland Trust and the Ancient Tree 
Forum hosted the day. 
 
We started off with an introduction of a short history of the Woodland 
Trust and then an introduction to the Ancient Tree Hunt Scheme, which is 
being hosted by the Charity. 
 
The scheme is looking for more volunteers. Anyone can take part just log 
on to find out how to survey and record old trees. 
 
To date, 2082 people have volunteered to survey trees and 53105 trees 
have been recorded, of which 81% have been verified by the Trust 
verifiers. 
 
To see which trees have been plotted on the map for Somerset look at  
http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/discoveries/interactivemap/ 
 
The green trees are those, which have been recorded. White means that 
they have been verified and red means that they have been verified but 
are located on private land. 
 
After our brief indoor session everyone then split up into groups and we 
went off to record some trees.  
 
My group visited the farm’s riverside wood and orchard. We recorded 
several interesting alders and a beautiful oak located on land adjoining the 
farm. 
 
Although we were concentrating on trees we also saw some interesting 
fungi such as the Ballerina mushroom growing on  Bean Close Local 
Wildlife Site. The owner Patricia advised me that the site was part of the 
Private Nature Reserves Network in Somerset. 
 
After lunch we had two talks. The first by Jill Butler of the Woodland Trust, 
the second by Ted Green of the Ancient Tree Forum. 



Ancient Tree Hunt Day (Cont…) 
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Sue talked about the history of woodland in 
England and introduced us to the Somerset 
Wildlife Trust’s Selwood Living Landscape Project 
that is part of the Ancient Tree hunt Project. 
 
Penselwood is an ancient forest – it was certainly 
in existence on Anglo Saxon maps in 894. It 
means sallow wood. William the Conqueror 
protected this forest as a Royal hunting ground. By 
spotting these old trees it helps us to read this 
ancient landscape. 
 
Sue gave us a brief history of woodland in Britain 
and named her royal heroes. 
 

William the Conqueror who gave us the Doomsday Book, Henry VIII who gave us tree protection 
legislation and Charles II who planted many of the oaks at Windsor Great Park. Charles II also 
commissioned John Evelyn, an old Tree hunter, to survey the woodlands in the UK in 1660. 
 
Jill explained that the physical characteristics of notable, ancient and veteran trees need to be 
recorded, but we should also record stories connected with the trees and ideally locate old photos. 
 
Ted started his talk by asking the question” Why are we doing this Tree Hunt? The answer is 
because we care about our old trees and would like to see them protected. The Woodland Trust is 
funding the Ancient Tree Forum members to visit Brussels to help bring about legislation to protect 
our wonderful yet fragile veteran tree stock  
 
Ted showed us slides of the Bowthorpe Oak in Lincolnshire. There are only two trees outside of the 
UK with a girth as large as this tree, one in Sweden, and the other in Denmark. These trees are truly 
valued in their countries and are legally protected. 
 
Ted, in his usual witty, funny and provocative 
manner, talked about several ancient trees and 
forests. He explained that ancient forests were 
not dense woodlands but more like wood pasture 
and contained many specimen trees. 
 
He talked about pollards, nutrient levels of fallen 
leaves, worm tents and much more. 
 
He concluded his talk by reminding us that our 
veteran trees are special and we all have an 
international obligation to save them. 
 
Barbara Collier, Tree Planting Officer 

Since the last newsletter we have lost, and gained one Tree Warden.  We would like to say  
 
Thank you and farewell to David Clarke of Barton St David 
  
and hello and welcome to Derek Simmons of Charlton Musgrove. 

Tree Warden News  
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15th April 2010 - 7.30-9.30pm         
 
Wildlife in traditional English orchards Heart of the Levels SWT Area Group 
 
An illustrated talk by Kate Merry, National Trust Orchard Project Officer, about traditional 
orchards which are priority habitat under the UK Government’s Biodiversity Action Plan. The 
NT is a joint leader with Natural England in a project for their conservation and restoration 
and to improve our knowledge of their associated wildlife. Children welcome. Curry Rivel 
Primary School near Langport. Car park close by. Suitable for wheelchair users/limited 
mobility. £2.50. 

What’s On 

Tree Quiz Questions 
Tree Quiz Questions 
 
1.         What wood was used to make cogs in mills?   
 
2.         Which of the Wild Pear and Wild Service Tree is not an Irish natural tree?   
 
3.         What shrub was used for making gunpowder?   
 
4.         What tree was traditionally used for making cradles for babies?  
 
5.         Where was the famous Black Poplar Flag Tree?  
 
6.         What is poisonous on a yew tree?  
 
7.         What tree is the original source of aspirin?  
 
8.         What species of tree did George Washington deny felling?  
 
9.         What type of tree is known as the graveyard tree?   
 
10.       What sort of tree is used for butcher’s blocks?   

 
Answers on page 12. 

Woodland News Bits and Pieces 
People like forests - especially in North Wales 
 
The Forestry Commission has released the 
results of three comprehensive studies into 
‘Public Opinion of Forestry’, which it 
commissions every two years. Results for the UK 
as a whole show that more than three-quarters of 
respondents had seen or read about forests, 
woodlands or trees in the media in the past 12 
months. And almost all respondents (98%) 
selected at least one public benefit as a good 
reason to support forestry with public money. 

When asked about what was important to the 
public generally (not specifically linked to public 
money) more than 90% agreed with the 
statements that woodlands ‘are important places 
for wildlife’, ‘are places where people can relax 
and de-stress’, ‘are places were people can have 
fun and enjoy themselves’, ‘make areas nicer 
places to live’ and ‘are places where people can 
learn about the environment’. 
 
Interestingly, 84% of respondents agreed that 
‘Trees are good because they remove carbon  



Woodland News Bits and Pieces (Cont…) 

dioxide from the atmosphere and store it in 
wood’ (a slight increase in awareness since the 
last survey, in 2007), but almost half (49%) 
incorrectly agreed that ‘The UK could offset all its 
greenhouse gas emissions by planting more 
trees’. 
 
The part of the survey that concentrated on 
Wales identified a particular appreciation of 
forestry among the residents of North Wales. 
People in this area were more likely to say they 
liked trees in their local landscape (74%) and, 
with Snowdonia National Park on their doorstep, 
they were also the most likely to say that 
attractive scenery was important when choosing 
to visit woodlands (72%). 
 
The biennial household-based survey comprised 
2,011 interviews across the UK, plus separate 
studies of 1,002 interviews in Wales and 1,040 
interviews in Scotland. Full details, plus reports 
from surveys conducted since 1999 can be 
downloaded from www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/
infd-5zyl9w. 
 
Haloes protect veterans 
 
Restoration work at the SSSI in Savernake 
Forest, between Hungerford and Marlborough, is 
protecting veteran trees by creating a ‘halo’ of 
light and air around each tree. 
 
The halo is created by reducing the number of 
younger trees growing close to the veteran, 
thereby giving them enough light, but retaining 
sufficient shelter. A study in 2003 identified 
nearly 7000 veteran oak, beech and sweet 
chestnut in the SSSI. 
 
Savernake Forest is privately owned by the Earl 
of Cardigan and his family Trustees, though 
much of its timber rights are leased to the 
Forestry Commission. For more information, visit 
www.savernakeestate.co.uk. 
 
Disturbed Badgers 
 
A new publication from Natural England should 
be particularly useful to anyone who has to work 
in areas near to badgers. While licences are 
required for activities that might constitute a 
disturbance to badgers, it is often difficult to 
decide on the actual impact of an activity. The 
key benefit of the guidance is that it clearly sets 
out NE’s interpretation of ‘disturbance’.  

Download the guidance from  
www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/
WMLG16_tcm6-11814.pdf. 
 
Woodland management from the RSPB 
 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds has 
produced ten more titles for its popular suite of 
woodland advice sheets - five explain different 
management techniques, and five concentrate 
on individual bird species. The management fact 
sheets are: 
 
* Restoring coppice (223-011) 
* Developing woodland rides to benefit wildlife 
(223-012) 
* Thinning - in established native broadleaf 
woods (223-013) 
* Enhancing dead and decaying wood (223-014) 
* Improving the woodland edge for wildlife (223-
015) 
 
For orders, contact the RSPB’s St Martin’s 
Business Centre: publications@rspb.org.uk. 
(Please quote the stock numbers shown above.) 
 
Biofuels debate 
 
A study funded by the UK Research Councils’ 
Rural Economy and Land Use Programme 
reports that growing Miscanthus and short 
rotation coppice (SRC) willow could help the UK 
to reduce carbon emissions and benefit wildlife, 
although the report’s authors do suggest that 
further study is needed to fully understand the 
biodiversity issues.  
 
Find out more at www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2009/09/090916092755.htm and http://
planetearth.nerc.ac.uk/news/story.aspx?id=361. 
 
Conservation designations updated 
 
The Joint Nature Conservation Committee 
(JNCC) maintains a spreadsheet of conservation 
designations of species in the UK, including 
those listed under international conventions/
directives, national legislation, international and 
UK red-listed species and those listed as priority 
species under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 
Download this recently updated spreadsheet 
from www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3408. 
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Canker, Conkers and Garlic? 
 
English Heritage is testing a potential cure for 
‘bleeding canker’, a fatal disease that strikes 
horse chestnut trees (Aesculus hippocastanum). 
The treatment, which has already been tested in 
Holland, involves allicin, an extract of garlic that 
is known for its antibacterial properties. The 
chemical spreads throughout the tree, and gives 
off a strong garlic smell that has the added 
bonus of repelling the horse chestnut leaf-mining 
moth. 
 
A treatment is urgently needed; the Forestry 
Commission estimates that up to 3000 horse 
chestnuts with bleeding canker have had to be 
felled for public safety reasons. 
 
Recreating the wilderness 
 
The Wildland Research Institute (WRi) based at 
Leeds University was launched in October, with 
the mission to explore the potential benefits of 
re-wilding areas to create ecosystem services, 
flood mitigation and enhance biodiversity. Learn 
more at www.wildlandresearch.org. 
 
Ancient moss returns to Dorset forest 
 
Restoration of the wetlands in Wareham Forest 
is bearing fruit in the form of the smelly moss, 
Splachnum ampullaceum - last seen in Dorset 
almost 50 years ago. 
 
The moss was thought to have died out because 
of habitat loss when land was drained. Now the 
return of cattle to the wetlands has provided a 
rich environment, perfect for this ancient plant,  
which grows on cowpats preserved under the 
acidic heathland pools. 

The reappearance of this plant is a positive sign 
that the wetlands are regenerating.  
It will be a valuable source of food to other 
creatures, particularly the hornet robberfly, which 
eats the dung beetles that feast on the dung-
and-moss mixture. 
 
Learn more at www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/INFD-
7J5E6Y. 

 
Happy Pines 
 

Early research is suggesting that pine trees may 
have the competitive edge in air that is richer 
than usual in carbon dioxide. Scientists have 
shown that pine trees grown for 12 years in air 
one and a half times richer in CO2 than today’s 
levels, produced twice as many seeds, of at least 
good quality, as pines grown under normal 
conditions. 
 
This could be important research as CO2 
readings continue to grow, possibly reaching 
high levels everywhere by the middle of the 
century.  
 
The findings suggest that some woody trees 
species, certainly pine species, could in the 
future out compete grasses and other 
herbaceous plants. 
 
The ultimate competitive outcome will depend on 
how other trees comparatively respond to high 
levels of Carbon dioxide. 



Woodland News Bits and Pieces (Cont…) 
Action needed on oak killer 
 
A new disease affecting native oaks has the 
potential to cause serious harm to Britain’s 
familiar wooded landscapes. 
 
A few years ago, all the talk was about Sudden 
Oak Death (SOD) but now it is about Acute Oak 
Decline (AOD). This has only recently been 
recognised as a disease in the UK but oak 
decline has been noted for several years. AOD 
affects mainly mature oaks (Quercur robur and 
Quercur petrea) over 50 years old. This most 
likely cause is believed to be a bacterial 
infection, characterised by bleeding cankers and 
areas of dead bark on the stem of the tree, 
followed by rapid death within a 3-5 year period. 
 
There is a government-funded program in place 
to help with the costs of eradicating SOD, 
through control of rhododendron movement and 
sales, but little is taking place to control AOD. 
Organisations including the Woodland Trust, the 
Tree Council, National Trust, Woodland 
Heritage, CLA and Arboriculture association 
have become so concerned that they made joint 
representations to Forest Research and Defra 
Forestry minister Huw Irranca-Davis urging that 
funds are made available for research. They also 
wished that advise be made available to 
woodland owners and that the support and input 
of the sector ids sought far more proactively. 
 
While replies to both letters noted the potential 
severity of the disease the stumbling block is 
clearly funding. 

Threatened trees 
 
Many people are unaware that the Global Tree 
specialist Group, part of the international Union 
for conservation of Nature publishes produces a 
list of threatened trees called a red list. 
 
The latest list to be produced covers Central 
Asia. 
 
The report produced by the Group evaluates 96 
of the region’s tree species and have identified 
44 as globally threatened with extinction. 
 
The principal threats to these trees are over 
exploitation, desertification, pests and diseases, 
overgrazing and fire. 
 
The threatened species include many found in 
the unique fruit and nut forests. A staggering 
90% of these rich and diverse forests have been 
lost in the last 50 years. They host a range of 
walnut, apple, pear, almond and pistachio 
species and are considered to be one of the 
main centres of the origin of cultivated plants. 
These plants display high genetic diversity that 
could prove vital in the development of new 
disease resistant or climate tolerant fruit 
varieties. It is hoped that the red list assessment 
will form the basis for tree conservation in the 
region. 
 
For further information on the Red List of Trees 
of Central Asia, and indeed the other lists 
completed to date visit www.globaltrees.org/
tree_red_listing. 
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South Somerset Tree Wardens Forum 
Although it now seems a long time ago, the latest Tree Warden Forum was held in the council offices 
on Wednesday 7th October 2009. 
 
We were lucky enough to have Jon Stokes from the Tree Council as our guest speaker. Jon chose to 
talk to us about one of his favourite subjects hedges and hedgerow trees. 
 
The presentation began with a brief history of hedges – they are much older than you would think -
the hedges in Cornwall are over 6000 years old! 
 
Agriculture radiated out from settlements and hedges were used to carve the English landscape up 
into blocks.  
 
The age of hedges can sometimes be discovered from the shape of a field – regular or irregular. 
 
It was the Romans who formalised hedges in Britain. 



South Somerset Tree Wardens Forum (Cont…) 
Another interesting fact that Jon gave us was that our hedgerow elm might well have originated from 
the garden trellis made from elm, which the Romans brought over to Britain. 
 
Oliver Rackam, the Landscape Historian, divided Britain up into three zones based on the hedge 
landscape (see Map) 
 
1.Highland Zone, which comprises of stonewall hedges  
2.Ancient Countryside, which is made up of the old hedgerow structure 
3 Planned Countryside predominately in the east where the Viking cleared the old system of 
hedgerows and superimposed their own hedge landscape. 

 

Jon then explored the definition of a hedge. An enclosure, suggested Jessamy Tree Warden from 
Ash. Jon explained that he preferred not to use this term, as it is associated with a particular period in 
the history of hedges. Jon’s definition of a hedge is a linear strip of vegetation. This means that a 
hedge can be a line of trees, a line of bushes, a fence with bramble or a stonewall. 
 
There was then some discussion about the legal definition of hedges. Unfortunately some hedges 
seem to fall between the two pieces of legislation, TPOs and the Hedgerow Regulations, which help 
to protect them in our landscape. 
 
Hedge management was the next topic. It seems that there are 42 different styles of hedge laying in 
Britain. Each style developed in response to a particular 
need. A slide was shown of the different management 
styles on display at The National Hedgelaying Show. 
 
Why do we feel it necessary to manage hedges? Jon 
suggested that it could go back to the mid 1700s when 
hunting required good jumps! 
 
Since the introduction of the flail, we started to over 
mange our hedges.  If hedges were cut less frequently, 
research has shown that they would provide better 
wildlife habitats for birds, insects and small mammals 
such as dormice as well as providing excellent foraging 
territory for bats. 
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South Somerset Tree Wardens Forum (Cont…) 
Hedges, along with hedgerow trees are a significant feature of the British countryside but sadly we 
are losing them. Jon showed several slides illustrating BAP targets for hedges. One target is to plant 
800 miles of new hedges. One Tree Warden has managed to plant 9 miles!  
 
The company ‘Stella Artois’ are running a campaign called “Hedgefund” to plant approximately 30 
mile (73km) of hedges, including more than 8,500 new hedge trees in communities across the UK. 
 
You can help by making a donation at www.treecouncil.org.uk/?q=donate. Alternatively keep an eye 
out for special Hedge fund packs from Stella Artois, as each one bought provides further donations to 
the Fund.  
 
As well as the hedges we are also losing hedgerow trees. Many hedgerow trees are veterans and 
young trees are being flailed.  
 
To address this loss we now need to plant 30, 000 trees. 
 
Jon had lots of interesting images to show us, but unfortunately we ran out of time. 
 
We then had supper in the Council Chamber and then Barbara closed the event with a presentation 
about the ’Trees for communities’ project, which was described as the South Somerset tree-planting 
project in the last issue of Tree Talk. 
 
Barbara Collier, Tree Planting Officer 
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Selwood Living Landscape 
Selwood Living Landscape in the east of our 
District, is an exciting new vision of Somerset 
Wildlife Trust and partners to restore, recreate 
and connect wildlife across one of the major 
ancient forests of old England. 

The project invites landowners and communities 
in the area to explore the opportunities that the 
Project could bring for wildlife and people. 

Background 
 
The Forest of Selwood has a history that dates 
back to Anglo Saxon times (pre England as a 
nation). In the Anglo Saxon Chronicle it was 
called Sealwyda in 878, and Sealwuda in 894 
meaning sallow wood. 
 
In the 9th century, Welsh sources refer to this 
area of woodland as Coit Maur  ‘the great wood’ 
that formed a barrier between the heart of the 
West Saxon kingdom and (initially) British lands 
to the west. 
 
At this stage woods were wood pastures- places 
rich in wild grazing animals for hunting but also 
used for grazing domesticated stock and the 
production of small wood and timber. 
 
It was with the arrival of the Normans with 
William the Conqueror that special legal 
protection was given to royal and aristocratic 
hunting privileges and commoner’s rights within  
the Forests. Up until the start of the seventeenth 
century they were still considered to be ‘ the first 
narks of honour and nobility and the ornament of 
a flourishing kingdom’. Sadly, the history of the 
Forests and chases has been overlooked and 
our knowledge often confined to the world of  



Selwood Living Landscape (Cont…) 
Robin Hood. They were clearly places of great 
landscape beauty, cultural diversity and 
ecological interest.  
 
Royal Forests were so valued as status symbols 
and places rich in wild animals, especially deer, 
that landowners were asking the King for 
permission to empark areas for deer right up to 
the 17th century. 
 
At first deer parks were at the extremity of 
estates, probably incorporating the ‘wildest’ 
remnants of the landscape and the owners rode 
out to them to hunt. By the 1700s their beauty 
was recognised and it became the fashion to 
build stately homes within the parks so that they 
could be enjoyed all the time and shown off to 
visitors. 
 
As the control of the Royal Forests waned Parks 
were increasingly established around the 
shrinkage edges of afforested land. This is 
clearly visible in the establishment of parks 
around the known boundaries of Selwood. These 
parks, along with the ancient forest, are also of 
immense cultural, wildlife and landscape value.  
 
Forests and Parklands, rich in ancient and 
veteran trees, are now strongholds for 
biodiversity. Many are especially rich in fungi, 
invertebrates and lichens. In addition the 
hollowing trees provide vital habitat for roosting  

Page 9 

and nesting birds, mammals such as bats, 
amphibians and reptiles. It is likely that the 
Forest of Selwood could still be rich in these 
species but we need to survey the tree source to 
find out. 
 
Because these landscapes are very rare in 
mainland Europe – the remnants in the UK 
are of great significance to biodiversity on a 
European scale. 
 
The Future of Selwood - The Living 
Landscape project 
 
In our rural areas we face massive economic and 
social changes. The Living Landscape approach 
adopted by the Somerset Wildlife Trust seeks to 
work with communities to restore, recreate and 
reconnect important wildlife habitats. The current 
and future health of wildlife is dependant upon a 
vibrant rural economy and the long-term 
stewardship of the land. 
 
A landscape scale project which incorporates the 
ancient Forest of Selwood would give those who 
live in the area an opportunity to look back at the 
past and consider what of that inspiring legacy 
we wish to take into the future. 
 
There is a need to look hard at the historical and 
ecological landscape and identify the remnants 
of the past that can be built on in the future. 
 
Creating wet meadows, seasonally flooded 
streams and low areas of mires, lakes and ponds 
would benefit wildlife and landscape. 
 
Other benefits include enhancement of the soil 
structure and nutrients, beneficial food for 
grazing wild animals and stock and wood 
supplies for fuel, building and art works. 
 
No one landowner can achieve the full potential 
of this project on his or her own. Each and every 
landholding is an important piece of the mosaic 
of Selwood through which wildlife needs to travel 
in order to thrive and survive in the future. It is 
important to work together to build and create a 
shared vision that puts the heart and soul back 
into the landscape of Selwood. 
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Arable wildflowers article for South Somerset 
Of the most threatened plants in England, the majority have 
been considered agricultural weeds in the past.  Their 
occurrence has declined drastically over the last 100 years due 
to herbicide use, changes in cultivation timing and better seed 
cleaning techniques that remove weed seeds from arable crop 
seed sources.   
 
Longstanding historical and cultural traditions surround many of 
these plants of the English countryside.  ‘Cornflower’ blue is part 
of our heritage, for example.  Cultivated versions of these 
wildflowers are grown in our gardens now because of their 
attractive flowers, such as Corn Marigold, Rough Marsh-mallow 
and Corn Chamomile.   
 
Arable wildflowers provide food for a unique suite of insects and 
also for seed-eating birds and mammals.  Birds include the 
Corn Bunting and Tree Sparrow. 
 
Within the South Somerset district, there is a Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) to promote action to preserve the rare wildflowers of arable land. 
 
Are these plants on your farm or where you go walking?  Most flower between June and August and 
have bright flowers. As well as the edges of arable fields, they can also survive on tracks and 
roadside verges. To help recognize them, Plantlife have produced a new guide called ‘Threatened 
Arable Plants – Identification Guide’.  Some are hard to distinguish in the field, so the Somerset 
Biodiversity Partnership are running an event in early 
July at Five Head Arable Fields Nature Reserve, which 
is a SSSI, to help people identify these rare plants. 
  
The obvious solution of sowing arable flower seeds is 
not the answer to conserving them.  Commercial mixes 
often contain non-native versions of the plants plus 
they exhibit subtle genetics differences across 
England.   
 
However all is not lost as many annuals have long-
lived seeds that can survive in the soil until the right 
conditions are created.  So to keep the South 
Somerset varieties alive, we need arable farmers to allow a little space for traditional wildflowers. A 
new free guide to creating these conditions without being overrun with ‘weeds’  has been produced 
by Plantlife called ‘Arable Plants – a management guide’. 

 
From rarities like the Corn Buttercup to more widespread 
species such as Slender Hare’s Ear, the future of this unique 
group of plants depends on the people who manage arable 
farmland. 
 
Both leaflets can be downloaded or ordered for free from 
Plantlife on 01722 342730 or from www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/
plantlife-saving-species-publications.html.  There is an 
excellent website on the topic at www.arableplants.org.uk/
arable-projects-and-research-plantlife.html.  If you are 
interested in attending the identification day at Five Head or to 

know more about the BAP, please contact Alison Slade on 01626 652409 or Alison.
Slade@somersetwildlife.org. 
 
Alison Slade, Somerset Biodiversity Partnership Officer 



Ken Parkin (1923-2009) - A Man of the Trees 
Tree Warden for South Petherton 

With spring just around the corner and the newly planted Silver 
Birch trees in the Memorial Wood at South Petherton coming into 
leaf, it seems a good time to remember Ken Parkin, the originator 
of the idea and a leading force in its development. 
 
The inspiration behind the Memorial Wood is for a beautiful silver 
birch grove at the bottom of the cemetery, which in a few years 
time will be striking scene.  As well as promoting tree planting 
schemes around South Petherton, Ken started the Tree Nursery 
at the Junior School, which is providing trees for planting in 
school hedges and around the village.  It is a useful educational 
tool for the school and Ken hoped that it brought an 
environmental awareness to the children.   
 
Following his retirement in 1985, Ken & Heather came to live in 
Somerset first in West Lambrook and then in 2002 to South 
Petherton.  He brought with him a lifetime of experience working 
with trees and a strong love of the environment, outside of work 
he belonged to the Royal Forestry Society, British Deer Society 

and the Ulster Trust for Nature Conservation.  Many happy caravanning holidays were spent touring 
European countries with Heather.  In retirement, besides making a lovely garden out of a terrible plot 
in Lambrook, he took up wood carving and became proficient at shaping uncannily lifelike ducks, 
many of the beautifully painted birds still grace Heathers home.   
 
The following was written by a former colleague.  
 
“A Lancashire man, Ken served with distinction as a bomber pilot in the RAF during the war.  He then 
enrolled at the University College of North Wales at Bangor to study for a degree in Forestry.  It was 
very fortunate that he chose Bangor because it was there that he met Heather, his future wife.  He 
said that it was love at first sight for both of them!  Following his graduation he went to the University 
of Idaho in the USA where he obtained a MSc in Forestry in 1950.   
 
In 1951 he applied for a Forest Officer post in the Forest Service in Northern Ireland. His application 
was successful and he was appointed as District Forest Officer for County Antrim. He and Heather 
lived in Ballymena where the young couple enjoyed a lively social life.  In 1954 Ken was promoted to 
the post of Research and Planning Officer based in Forest Service headquarters in Belfast.  Three 
years later, in 1957, he was promoted to Chief Forest Officer where he served for 20 years.  
Although reluctant to leave the Forest Service, Ken was promoted again in 1977 to a senior post in 
the Ministry of Agriculture in Belfast.   
 
Ken's 20 years as Chief Forest Officer are known as the 'Golden Years', as it was a period of 
significant expansion in all areas of forest management. He introduced the concept of 'Multiple Use 
Management'.  Forests were to be managed not only for timber production but also for recreation, 
conservation, education and wildlife.  Forest Parks were developed, including Caravan sites.  Nature 
reserves were established and a Forestry Training School opened.   
 
In addition to his forestry skills Ken was a diplomat, an enthusiast, an excellent speaker who 
established good relationships with all colleagues and with all those who met him.  The forests and 
forest parks in Northern Ireland remain a very memorable legacy to Ken's dedicated service.  When 
his many colleagues and friends learned of his death, they all said that it had been a pleasure to 
know him.” 

Bill Wright, former Chief Forest Officer Northern Ireland, friend and colleague  
 
Ken was an inspiration to many, both in Northern Ireland and in Somerset and his legacy will 
continue for many years with the many thousands of trees he planted. 
 
Robert Cotterill, Tree Warden for South Petherton 
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As many of you know my contract at South Somerset finishes the end of March 2010. This 
unfortunately will be the last newsletter for some time. Phil will still be directly available Tel 01935 
462670 Mobile 07868 428026 Email phil.poulton@southsomerset.gov.uk but understandably the 
level of service the Council is realistically able to provide will be reduced. 
 
I have really enjoyed my time working at South Somerset and am going to miss quite a few of you, in 
particular members of the Tree Warden Consultative group. 
 
I have enjoyed meeting many of you on our Group Tree walks as well as at the last three SSDC Tree 
Forums and the Regional Tree Forum held at Barrington Court in November 2008. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank many of you who have offered me lots of help and 
support over my last three years at South Somerset. 
 
You are all doing a grand job. 
 
Keep up the good work to protect our trees in South Somerset. 
 
Barbara Collier, Tree Planting Officer 

Farewell 

Somerset Hedge Group Photographic Competition 
2010 - Wildlife in Somerset Hedges 

The Somerset Hedge Group is launching its 2010 digital photographic competition. The competition 
was last run in the 2008, when many entries were received and the winners received cash prizes 
from Lord Skelmersdale and professional Somerset photographer, Pauline Rook, at a presentation 
evening.  
 
With sponsorship from Somerset County Council, the Blackdown Hills AONB, The Woolly Shepherd 
and Marshall Agroecology Ltd, this competition will run during the year from now to the beginning of 
October. Generous prize money is available for two classes: Open and Junior (under 15). The 
competition is for amateur photographers with a maximum of three entries per person. Digital images 
only. The closing date for entries is 1 October 2010.  
 
Get photographing and try to capture the wildlife of hedgerows in Somerset,  new hedges planted 
under Environmental Stewardship and ancient parish boundaries - in winter frost, spring green, 
summer flowers or autumn colours.  
 
For an entry form and competition rules, go to www.somerset-hedgegroup.org.uk and print off a form. 
The competition organiser for the Somerset Hedge Group is Dr Jon Marshall: jon.
marshall@agroecol.co.uk  

Answers to Tree Quiz 
1.       Applewood 
2.       Wild service tree 
3.       Alder Buckthorn 
4.       Birch 
5.       Aston on Clun 

6.       Foliage and Seeds 
7.       Willow 
8.       Cherry  
9.       Yew 
10.     Hornbeam 
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