
 

COMPTON DUNDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held at Meadway Hall, Ham Lane, Compton Dundon on 

Wednesday 3
rd

 December 2008. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors M Bowles, D Churches, D Jones, G Jones (Chairman), S Solle and D Stacey. 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr T Billing (Parish Clerk), Mr David Shears (ROW Officer), Cllr A Canvin (SSDC) and Cllr P 

Clarke (SCC).  There were four members of the general public present. 

 
Public Participation: The chairman invited the public to speak but with no response the Chairman declared the Parish Council 

Meeting open. The Chairman opened the meeting with a silent prayer. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

It was agreed to accept apologies from Cllr I Parsons, Cllr Churches and Cllr Beale (SSDC) 

2. Declarations of interest 

a) Personal. No declarations were made. 

b) Prejudicial. No declarations were made. 

3. Minutes of the meetings held on 1
st
 October 2008. 

a) With one amendment, the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5
th

 November 2008 were accepted 

as a true record of proceedings and the Chairman signed them. 

4. Report from Rights of Way Officer, Highway Reports and Highway List Update.  

a) ROW Report: The ROW Volunteers met on 9
th

 November and carried out some ground clearance near the new 

pedestrian gate on L7/20, repaired a step on a stile reference Footpath WS 18/56 (Mendip District) north of Hurst 

Drove and erected bicycle racks at the Meadway Hall. 

b) Highways: Councillors made the following observations with regard to Highways: 

i. Cllr Solle reported that a bolder lodged in the hedge in Peak Lane which has caused significant damaged to 

a passing car.  Clerk will give details to Somerset Highways. 

ii. The problem of mud on Hurst drove was discussed at length.  It was decided that the Councillors would 

discuss this with farmers using the drove to seek a solution. 

iii. The broken manhole cover in the pavement at the cross is still not repaired 

iv. Gullies in Behind Town Lane are blocked 

5. Correspondence - discussion/decision. 

a) SSDC: Flood awareness workshops.  This will be advertised in the January Parish Newsletter. 

b) SSDC: Routine Visual Playground Inspection Training One Day Course Fri 26
th

 June 2009. It was agreed that the 

Parish has no requirement for this until the Multi-Use Games Area MUGA is built. 

c) SSDC: Introduction to Playground Management One Day Course Fri 3
rd

 July 2009. Not applicable until MUGA is 

built. 

6. Correspondence – information. 

a) South Somerset Voluntary & Community Action: Newsletter Sept 2008.  Opportunities for funding were noted for 

future reference. 

b) SSDC: Area North Committee Agenda. Noted 

c) Somerset Primary Care Trust: Annual Report. Noted 

d) SSDC Standards Committee: Notice of Meeting and Statutory Instrument 2002 No 339 (dispensations). Noted 

7. Notification of planning decisions from SSDC and MDC. 
a) 08/03245/FUL: Mr D Lovelace.  The erection of a building comprising two stables and one tack room (retrospective 

application) (GR 349139/131992). Land S1400 Somerton Road, Compton Dundon. GRANT PERMISSION. It was 

noted that the Parish Councils request for tree-planting had not been taken up. 

b) 08/04187/FUL: Mr R Napper.  Change of use of land from Agricultural to Commercial and the formation of a 

vehicle storage compound (GR 348900/132998).  Land opposite Compton Garage, Street Road Compton Dundon. 

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN. Noted. 

c) 08/04030/S73: Mr Andrew Kemp King.  Application to vary Condition 2 and 3 of planning permission 

08/02680/COU7 dated 29/8/08 (i.e. use of property and ownership) (GR 349108/132875).  Pine view, Behind Town, 

Compton Dundon TA11 6PT. GRANT PERMISSION. The Clerk will ask Somerset Highways Authority if they 

were made aware of the possible impact of Condition 3 of the Determination Notice. 

8. Planning consultations received from SSDC and MDC since the last meeting. 

a) 08/04518/FUL Mrs MC Staines. Conversion and extension of barn to form a dwelling (Revised Application) and 

temporary residence in log cabin while barn conversion is carried out (GR 348847/132962). Land rear of Compton 

House, Street Road, Compton Dundon TA11 6PP.  Return date 27
th

 Nov 2008 extended to Dec 3
rd

 2008.  Case 



 

Officer Lee Walton. At the Chairman’s invitation Mrs Staines spoke to the Council stating that the essential 

difference between this application and the original 06/01933/FUL was elimination of the business element.  The 

Council debated this at length and agreed the following response. 

RECOMMEND REFUSAL. The Parish Council cannot support this application as it does not like to see the loss of 

any business potential within the parish. 

9. Accounts. 

a) The Clerk gave the following report on the Current Account Bank, the Business Instant Access (BIA) Account and 

bank reconciliation. 

 

Current A/C Statement at 7
th

 Nov 2008  1590.12 

Less unpresented cheques 000430 -188.00 

 000431 -40.00 

 000432 -969.40 

Plus uncleared lodgments None 0.00 

Current A/C balance  392.72 

Business Instant Access Account at 7
th

 Nov 2008  24077.20 

Balance  24469.92 

 

Leger Book Current Account  392.72 

Leger Book BIA Account  24077.20 

Balance  24469.92 

 

b) Cheques and transfers for approval: 

(i) 000430: B Green & Sons re Village Hall & Allotments Hedge Trimming. £352.50 

(ii) 000431: T Billing Clerks Salary and Expenses. £531.38 (including toners for Village Hall)  

(iii) Transfers of £900 from BIA to current account 

Cllr Bowles proposed that the cheques and transfer be approved and signed.  Seconded by Cllr Solle, the proposal 

was carried.  The cheques were signed and stubs initialed by two members. The transfer was signed by two members 

and the receipt initialed. 

10. To receive a report on Meeting re Local Action Scheme in Somerset Levels & Moors 25
th

 Nov 2008 Cllr David Jones. 

Cllr D Jones presented his report to members. The Chairman thanked Cllr D Jones for his time and effort in attending and 

reporting on this meeting. It was decided to keep a watching brief on funding possibilities. 

11. Compton Commercials Development. To receive an update on S106 agreement. 
The Clerk reported that he had requested a meeting to discuss the delays in the signing of the S106 agreement for application 

07/04651/FUL.  A reply was received from Mark Pollard, Corporate Director (Economic Vitality), dated 21st Nov 2008 

explaining delays.  The Chairman read out the letter and invited Cllr Canvin (SSDC) to comment.  Cllr Canvin stated that the 

contents of the letter were not entirely correct but assured the Parish Council that the S106 agreement is approaching 

completion. 

12. To consider the formation of a Rights of Way Subcommittee. 

The reported that the insurance the Parish Council’s insurance policy would cover the Rights of Way Volunteers provided 

they became a subcommittee of the Council. A letter received from Allianz had defined the conditions that the subcommittee 

would be required to satisfy and it was agreed that these conditions were currently met.  The Clerk agreed to write to Allianz. 

13. Responses from SCC and SSDC re Permitted Development Rights for the new structure at the village school. 

The Clerk reported that the responses received from SCC and SSDC regarding Permitted Development Rights were opposed 

with SCC claiming that planning permission was not required and SSDC claiming that the new structure requires planning 

permission because of the height of the Structure and its proximity to the boundary.  The Clerk agreed to ask SCC to define 

the procedure which should adopted to resolve this disagreement. 

14. To consider the adoption of the New Model Publication Scheme published by NALC as L19-08 

The Clerk presented the New Model Publication Scheme and a version tailored to the Parish Council.  The charges for the 

supply of data were discussed and the following agreed. 

a) Administration cost applied to all requests for information requiring a search £5.00 

b) In addition the following rates for disbursements were agreed: 

TYPE OF CHARGE DISBURSEMENT COSTS 

Photocopying or printing A4 Black and white pages  10p per page 

Photocopying or printing A4 Colour pages 50p per page 

Postage Costs Royal Mail standard 2
nd

 Class 

Stationery Costs Standard small letter 5p; A4 envelope 10p 

With these amendments, it was RESOLVED to adopt the publication scheme. 

 



 

15. To consider the offer of Service Enhancements from Jonathon Brown Street Services SSDC. 

The Chairman stated that he had met with Jonathon Brown and had agreed the following additional services: 

a) Clean Footways in Hayes Lane and Moor Close 

b) Replace Bin near telephone box in Hayes Lane 

c) Cut back hedge on bank in Peak Lane opposite school lane, adjacent to Hood View 

d) Clean Footway along Main Road from The Cross north towards Street. 

16. To receive report from Cllr G Jones on the Community Safety Workshop held on Mon 17
th

 Nov 2008. 

The Chairman reported that he had attended the meeting with Chris Mitchell and Robert Wright.  It was announced that a 

another Neighbourhood watch scheme would be implemented in Dundon. 

17. To consider draft proposals for the 2009/2010 precept. 

The Chairman presented the draft proposals for the 2009/2010. This was discussed in detail and it was decided to freeze the 

Precept at last year’s rate £11,500.  Cllr G Jones proposed a precept of £11,500.  Seconded by Cllr Bowles this was carried 

unanimously.  The Precept Notification Form was completed and signed by the Clerk. 

18. To receive the Village Hall Report. 

Nothing to report. 

19. Agenda Items for next meeting. 

Cllr Jones stated that he had attended a meeting regarding South Somerset Housing Market Survey where a target of was 

announced of 800/year new affordable houses based on social rented rather than shared ownership.  Full report will be added 

to the next Parish Council Meeting. 

 

 

With no further business to be transacted, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.37pm. 

 

 

Signed as a true record …………………………….   Date: 7
th
 January 2009 

   Cllr G Jones Chairman 


